
STEEL I 

II ECTO R 

I DAVI S 

Olanu S Bayo. Director 
Records and Reponing 

• 

l'lorid11 l'uhlic Service C ommrssonn 
4075 llsplwtadc Way, Room 110 
Tallahassee, Florida 32399-0SSO 

July I , I 'JQ7 

• 
R~LVED 

JUL 0 1 1997 

~ fi.61 JI/RepOIIIIIII 
rr~n,.,. 

Vja lland l>cli\'CO' 

Rt: Joint Pttition For Tilt Approval Of Tbt Consolidation Of Tht Florala 
Tdtpbont CoDipany, lnr., Gulr Ttltpbont Company. And St. Jostpb 
Ttltpbonr & Tdttrapb Company. Tbt Assodattd Transfer Of 
Cmifkatn. And Tilt ChanJt OfTbt Namr Of St. Josrpb Ttltphont & 

TtlrJnph Company To GTC, l nr. 

l>car Ms Bay6 

enclosed for filing are the ori11inal nnd tlflccn copies of the Jointl'ctition I'm The i\f't"mnl 
or·n~e Consolidation OfThc Florala Telephone Company. Inc . Gulf Telephone Compan\', And St 
Joseph Telephone & Telegraph Company, The i\$S()Ciated Transfer OfCenitic.ates. And The ( 'lwngc 
Of The Name Of St Joseph Telephone & Telegraph Company To C.TC. Inc We '"4"c' t that til<' 
nddumnnl enclosed copy be stamped and returned to our runner 

If you have any questions regarding this transmrllal, please contact me at :!~2 -21UO 

Fnc 
cc Manha Caner Brown, Jack Shreve 
TAtn~~~ 
kr.Ct tv k) c. rtl .. £0. 

--
1 ........ I \ I v• flf.COftUS "'"' ''"" .._. 

M $11 to» ~' ~ noo 
-W»~IIIOOift• ~~ ''~'•• 

Very Truly Your$ 

~Ai¥. 
Allorncy for The f lomla Telephone ( 'nmpnnv. Inc. 
(iulfTclcphonc Company, and St Joseph f'dcphonc 
& Telegraph C'Mlpany 

~ ~. '1\n.J 
J0;1S/ 1111 
lO\ m n1• ' '-' 

" •• •..a. ~~~ H,.. 
)t. f't H, t1o 

~ 

I 



• • 
BEFORE mE FLORIDA PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION 

In Rr: Joint Petition For Apprnval or the 
CoiiiOildatlon orne Flonla Telepbonc 
Company, Inc., Gulf'Telepllonc Company, 
and St. Joseph Tdephone A Tclqnph 
Company, the Allodated Traul'en or 
Certificates, aad Tile Cbanae of the Name 
or St. Joseph TclepbODe A Tclqnpll 
Compaay to GTC, Inc. 

) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 

Dotbt No. 

FUed: July I, 1997 

JOINT PETITION FOR THE APPROVAL OF mE 
CONSOLIDATION OF mE FLORALA TELEPHONE COMPANY,INC., 

GULF TELEPHONE COMPANY, AND ST. JOSEPH TELEPHONE A 
TELEGRAPH COMPANY, THE ASSOC.IATED TRANSFER 

OF CERTIFICATES, AND TlfE CIIANGE OF THE NAME OF 
ST. JOSEPH TELEPHONE A TELEGRAPH COMPANY TO GTC,INC. 

Pursuant to Sections 364.33, 366.33S Florida Statutes (199S) and Florida Administrative 

Code Rule 2S-4.00S, St. Joseph Telephone & Telegraph Company, the transferee, and The Florala 

Telephone Company, Inc. and Gulf Telephone Company, the certificate holders, hereby jointly 

petition for approval of the consolidation of the certificate holden into St. Joseph Telephone & 

Telegraph Company, the associat.ed transfer of the Florida Public Service Commiwon certificates 

of public convenience and ncceuity held by the certificate holden to St. Joseph Telephone & 

Telegraph Company, and the change oftbe name of St. Joseph Telephone&. Telegraph Company 

to GTC, Inc. In 111ppon of this Petition, the join! petitioners state: 

I. The Florala Telephone Company, Inc., Gulf Telephone Company, and St. Joseph 

Telephone & Telegraph Company ("Operating Companies") provide local exchange telephone 

service punuant to certificates of public convenience and necessity !SlUed by the Florida Public 
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Telegtipb Coaijiiiiy will diinge iu iWilt to GTC.Inc:. AJ p11t of the conJOiidation. tht 

certilicatea of public convenience and necessity held by Gulf Telephone Company and The Florala 

Telephone Company, Inc. will be traruferred to St. Joseph Telephone & Telegraph Company. The 

consolidation, the UIOciated tr&nJfen of ceniflcates, and the name change propoted are purely an 

intemal corporate restructurina; instead of holding the stock of the ihree Opcratilll! Companiea, St. 

Joe Communications, Inc:. will hold the stock of one operating company with three local exchanse 

ceni6calea of public convenience and neccssily (or one reiuued certificate of public convenience 

and necessity if the Commission 10 choosea). 

4. Historically, each of the Operating Companies, all of which scrve tcnitoriea in 

Nonhwcst Florida, hAve had their own accounting. periOMel, purchuing. engineering. ~:Ustomcr 

service and marketing functions under the direction oflocal management. There has been little 

slwing of cmploycca and rc:aourcca because oft he constrainll of llcp&rllc corporate entities. 

Consolidation of the Operating Companiea will allow adminiJtralivc and operating efficiencies. 

facilitlltilll! the joint usc of pcr10nnel and reaources. This streamlining Jhould enhance the 

provWon of telephone service provided to the customcn of the Operating Companies 

S. While the administration and operation of the three Operating Companiea will be 

consolidated, there are a number of upcclJ of the operations of the Operating Companies which 

will not ch&nse u a result of the restructuring. The boundaries of the service areu served by the 

Operating Companiea will not chanse. Currently, the Operating Companiea provide within their 

respec:1ivc service arcu the services set forth in t:heir Tariffs, which arc on file with the 

Commission and are incorporated herein by reference, and none of the Operating Companies 

provide service in the service territory of another Operatina Company. As of May 31, 1997, the 
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SetVice CommiJSi.on C'Commiuion'').1 The Operating Companies are subject to the 

Cornmitaion'a jurisdiction under Chapter 364, florid. Statutes, ( 199S). 

2. The names and addresses or Pctiti.onen are: 

The Florala Telephone Company. Inc. 
522 North Fifth Street 
Florala, Alabama 36442 

Sr. Joteph Telephone & Telegraph Company 
502 Sth Strm 
Pon St. Joe, Florida 32456 

GulrT elephone Company 
I I 5 W. Drew Slrect 
Perry, Florida 32347 

All nolices, orders, and correspondence to lhe joint pctitiOIICfl lhould be addressed to. 

Samuel A. Flax, Eaquire 
Arnold & Poner 
555 Twelfth Street, NW 
Wuhington. D.C. 20004· 1202 

Charles A. Guyton, EJquire 
Steel Hector & Davis LLP 
21 S S. Monroe St, Suite 60 I 
Tallahassee. Florida 32301 

3. The Operating Companies, which are wholly-owned subsidiaries or Sl Joe 

Communications, Inc., seek to improve customer service, streamline adminiJtration, and improve 

operating efficiency by consolicbting into a single operating local exthange company. GTC, Inc. 

is a wholly-owned subsidiary ofTPG Communication, Inc .. the paren1 company or St. Joe 

Communications, Inc. To effec1 the consolidarion, Gulf Telephone Company and The Florala 

Telephone Company, Inc. will be merged wilh and into St. Joseph Telephone and Telegraph 

Company; GTC, Inc. will grant permission to St. Joseph felephone & Telegraph Company 10 

assume the name GTC, Inc., and GTC, Inc. will be dissolved; and St Joseph Telephone&: 

1 Florala's Cel1ificate is FPSC Certificate No. 4, issued December 9, IIIS4, Gulf a 
Certificate is FPSC Certificate No. 21. iuued September 8, 1955, u amet1dcd by I'I'SC Order 
No. 3735, January 6, 1965, and FPSC Order No. 6S02, FWru&ry 6, 197S; St. Joseph Telephone 
& Telegraph Company's Certificate is FPSC Certificate No 29, 1asucd February 2, 19S6, u 
amended by FPSC Order No. 2405, November 6, 19S6, FPSC Order No 3S50, March 20, 1963, 
and FPSC Order No. I 8308, August 24, 1987. 
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Operating Companies served the rollowing numboet orPioridasuba<:riben (access lines): Florala· 

2,290; Gulf. 9,222; and St. Joseph · 30,S08. Allier the consolidation, all approximately 42,000 

florida subscriben will be aerved by St. Joseph Telephone 81. Telegraph Company renamed as 

GTC, In<:. As ofJune 24, 1997, there were 3, 31 and 71 applicationJ for service pending with 

florW. Gulf llld St. Joseph, respectively. No change in the calling a<:ope is proposed. All 

exiJting cuJtomen of Gulf Telephone Company and The florala Telephone Company. Inc. will be 

transferred. No customer• are exempt. Attached u Attaclur.ent A is a list of the services being 

provided by The florala Telephone Company, In(;. and Gulf Telephone Company, all of which 

will be transferred to St. Joseph Telephone 8t Telegraph Company renamed u GTC, In<:. 

6. St. Joseph Telephone 81. Telegraph Company doe~ not propose u pan of this 

consolidation any change to the rates or the S(;()pe of service offered by the Oper~ting Companie1. 

Each of the Operating Companiea have opted for price cap regula tic:~, so the currently filed and 

approved rata for the Operating Companies will. serve, under existing statutes, es a price ceiling. 

Consistent with florida Administrative Code RuP.e 25-9.044, within ten (10) days of the 

consolidation of the Operating Companies, St. Joseph Telephone 81. Telegraph Company, rcrwned 

u GTC, Inc~ will iatue and file a notice adopting all rates, rules and dassificationJ of the 

Operating Companies. Within thiny (30) days oft he filin11 of such adoption notice, GTC. Inc 

&hall iasue and file in itt name a complete reiuuance of its Tariff incorporating the rates of the 

Operating Companies.' 

' Upon consultatio.n with the Staff, the Operating Companle~ are prepared to perform thi.s 
Tariff reiS!UIIICC by forwarding to the Staff stickers for each paae of each of the Operlting 
Companies' exiJting Tarilftto reflect the new company name of GTC, Inc GTC, Inc. initially 
will operlle under three separate tarifft to fKilitatc the application of Rule 25-9.044, Florida 
Administrative Code. 
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7. All depo8ts and deposit interest held by GulfTdcpbone CompMy and The Aorala 

Telephone Company, Inc. will be transferred to St. Joaeph Telephone & Telegraph Company. AJ 

of May 31, 1997, the Operating Companies held deposiu and deposit interest u shown on 

Attachment B. 

8. AJ this iJ an internal corporate restructuring, there is no consideration or financial 

excha:nge for the proposed changes. 

9. Attached u Attachment Cis an affidavit of Mr. James B. Faison. Vice President/ 

Controller of the OperatiJis Companies. In the affidavit Mr. Faison Slates that all the required 

notices of the intent to petition for the transfer of c.enificates were duly provided He also a·ttms 

to the truth of the factual representations in this petition. In lieu ofanachingto this petition a 

complete list ofaiiiUbsc:riben ICIIII wrillen notice ofthit petition. on June 6, 1997, the Opcnting 

Companies petitioned the Commission for a panial waiver of Rule 2S-4.00S, Florida 

Administrative Code. 

10. The joint petitionertarc not aware of any material i1111es ofditputed fact. 

II . The join! pctitionera respectNIIy IUbmit that the proposed consolidation and transfer of 

cenificates is in the public interest. The consolidation and transfer of cenilicates will allow 

corporate and operatiooal streamlining of common functions aurcnlly performed by each of the 

operating companies. It will reduce regulatory filing requirements. It will allow better 

coordination of usets, resources and personnel alrc:ady under control of a common parent 

Customer• should benefit from enhanced scrvkc delivery and improved effic:icncica from 

consolidation. CuJtomen will not face a rate inaeue u a result of the consolidation, and they 

will u joy the 1111110 scope of service and calling areas u they currently enjoy 

s 
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12. The joinl petitioners respectfully request that this Petition be handled through the 

Commission'• PropoJCd Agency Action process u set fonh in Florida Adminiarative Code Rule 

25-22.029 and that the Petition be placed for decision on the, Commission's Agenda Conference 

scbcdule u soon u pnaicablc. 

WHEREFORE, for the reasons set fonh above, the joint petitioners respec!fully requea 

that tbe Conunisaion approve, through its Proposed Agency Action procedures. the consolidalion 

of The Florala Telephone Company, Inc:. and Gulf Telephone Company into St. Joseph Telephone 

& Tclqp'apb Comp~~~y, the mociated transfer of the certificates of public convenience.,;:~ 

necessity of The Florala Telephone Company, Inc. and Gulf Telephone Company t.o St Joseph 

Telep·hone & Telegraph Company, and the change of the name of the St. Joseph Telephone & 

Telegraph Company to OTC, Inc. 

Respectfully submitted, 

C~Gu11r£c 
STEEL HECTOR & DAVIS LLP 
Suite 60 I, 21 S S. Monroe Street 
Tallahuace, Florida 32301 
(904) 222-2300 

A11omcy1 for The Florala Telephone Company. Inc: .. 
Gulf Telephone Company, and St. Joseph 
Telephone & Telegraph Company 

6 



• • 
BEFORE THE FLORIDA PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION 

In Re: Joint Pnltlon For Approval or the 
Con1olldatlon Or The F1onla Telephone 
Company,lnc., CulrTelepbone Company, 
and SL Jotepb Telephone & Telecrapb 
Company, tbe Auodated TnDiftn or 
Certlfkata, and The Chance ortbe Name 
or St. Jo1epb Telephone & TeleJ111pb 
Company to CTC, Inc. 

) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 

Docket No. 

FUed: July t , 1997 

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

I HEREBY CERTIFY that the foregoing Joint Petition for the Approval of!he 

Consolidation of The Florala Telephone Company, Inc., GulfTelephone Company, and St. loteph 

Telephone & Telegraph Company, the Associated Trantfer ofCertificateJ, and the Change of the 

Name of St. Jotepb Telephone & Telegraph Company to GTC, Inc. was served by Hand Delivery 

this 1.51 day of July, 1997to the following: 

Jack Shreve, Esquire 
CharleJ Beck, Esquire 
Office of Public Counsel 
Ill West Madison Street 
Room812 
Tallalwsee, Ploridal2399·1400 

TAUI7468·1 

Mastha Carter Brown, Esquire 
Division of Lepl ServiceJ 
Florida Public Service Commission 
Gu.ntcr Building, Room 370 
2540 Shumard Oak Boulevard 
Tallahas$ce, Florida 32399·0850 
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BEFORE THE FLORIDA PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION 

In Re: Joint Pdidon for die Approval of the 
CoDJGiidadoa Of Tile Florala Tdtpbone 
Company, lnc., GulrTtlephone Company, 
and St. Jo~tph Telephone A Ttlqrapb 
Company, die Aaodattd Transfen of 
Ctrtillcata, ud Tile Chuce or the Name 
or St •. Joseph Telephone & Ttlqraph 
Company to GTC, lat. 

) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 

Docket No. 

Filed: July I , J'rl7 

ATTACHMENT A TO THE 
JOINT PETITION FOR THE APPROVAL OF THE 

CONSOLIDATION OF THE FLORALA TELEPHONE COMPANY, INC., 
GULF TELEPHONE COMPANY, AND ST. JOSEPH TELEPHONE & 

TELEGRAPH COMfANY, THE ASSOCIATED TRANSFER 
OF CERTIYICA TES, AND THE CH.ANGE OF TilE NAM.E OF 

ST. JOSEPH TELEPHONE & TELEGRAPH COMPANY TO GTC, INC. 



• 
Bu1ino11 1•Party Lina 
Bu1inaaa Rotary Line 
PAJIX Trunk Line 
DID Trunk Line 
Ra1idance 1-Perty Line 
Direc.tory .Ualatanca Service 

• 
Verificet1on and r..raancy Interrupt Service 
Operator .Uaiated Local Cella 
Lifeline .Uaietance 
Service Inetellation end Chana•• 
Li.nk Up Flodde 
Directory Liatina Service 
COCOT Payetetion Service 
Coin Line Service 
Secreterial Line Teratnation Service 
Foraian !xcbanae Service 
Svttehed S6 Servtee 
Centrex Service 
Ext•naion Line Service 
Tie Line Service 
Directory .Uaiataaca Llet Service 
lnote Cell rorvardina Service 
Telac~nication Devicea for the Doef 
Billed Nuabar Screenina 
Reetricted Line Service 
Trip and Trace Service 
Cuetoa Code leatrictlona 
Call Forvardina 
Three Wey Callina 
Call wa1una 
Enhanced Call Weltlna 
Speed Celllna (8 and 30 Code) 
Peraonal linatna 
Reetricted Line Service vttb PIN 
le.ote Aetivetion of Cell Forvardtna 
Direct Connect Service 
Do Not Diaturb vith PIN 
Call Raturn 
Repeet Dillin& 
Priority Cell1na 
Cal l Screenina 
Spec1el Call Accaptenca 
Call Trace 
Caller lD 
Caller ID Blockina 
Central Office llock1na vitb Operator Scraanina 
Voice Hell Sarvica 
Connection• With Certain Fec:Uitlee of Cuatoaare 
Data Service 
Lona D1atenc:a Ke11111 Talaca.aunicatlone Service 
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Wide Area Telec..-.nicatlona Service 
Privat.a and Leaead Lin .. and Charuleh 
Acce.. Service 

• 
Interconnection of Local Bxebanae Service• to Shared Tenant Service 
t.eraancy Report Service (!911) 
Interconnection of Mobile Carrlera 



• • 



.. • • 1:D ntw414 ~ CCIIPAII, IK. 
Lift OJ' IDYICU 

1~1neea 1-Party Service 
luainaaa Rotary Trunka 
PII Trunka 
laaidanca l•Parcy Service 
Directory Aaaietance Service 
W Service 
Lifeline Aaaietance 
Liak Up Florida 
Directory Liatina Service 
COCOT Payetation Service 
Coin Line Service 
Tnnk Hununa lluaber Service 
!xtenaion Service 
S.rvice lneta,llation and Chana• Service 
Interconnection of Local !xcbana• Servicea to Shared Tenant Servicea 
Privata Line Service 
Acuu Service 
Poreian Exchana• Service 
Telacoeaaunication Device for the Deaf 
Lona Dietance Ka•••a• Teleca.ounicetiona Service 
Wide Area Telecoeaaunicationa Service 
Trap and Trace Service 
Cuatoa Code Reatriction 
Preferred Rinaina 
Re110ta Call ron•ard Nuabar Service 
Call Porvardina 
Tbraa Way Callina 
Call Waitina 
Speed Dialina (8 and 30 Nuaber) 
Wara Ltne 
Cancel lncosina Call Waiting 
Call Tranafer 
Toll Reatriction Service 
Central Office llockina 
Operator Scraenina 
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BEFORE THE FLORIDA PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION 

In Re: Joint Petition for tbe Approval of tbe 
CoDJOlidatloa OfTbe Florala Tdepboae 
Company,lac., GulfTdepboae Company, 
and St. Jotepb Tdepbone & Tdqnlpb 
Company, tbe Auodated Traufen of 
Certificates, ud Tbe Cban&e oftbe Name 
of St. Jotepb Tdepbone & Tdqnlpb 
Company to GTC, Inc. 

) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 

Docket No. 

Filed: July t, 1997 

ATTACHMENT B TO THE 
JOINT PETITION FOR THE APPROVAL OF THE 

CONSOLIDATION OF THE FLORALA TELEPHONE COMPANY, INC., 
GULF TELEPHONE COMPANY, AND ST. JOSEPH TELEPHONE & 

TELEGRAPH COMPANY, THE ASSOCIATED TRANSFER 
OF CERTIFICATES, AND THE CHANGE OF THE NAME OF 

ST. JOSEPH TELEPHONE & TELEGRAPH COMPANY TO GTC, INC. 



• • 
ATTACHMENTS 

DEPOSITS AND DEPOSIT INTEREST 

As Of May 31, 1997 

DepositJ Oeposil lnlerest 

The Florala Telephone $16,072.86 $373.14 
Company, lnc. 

Gulf Telephone Company SS9,60S.OO $2,723.44 

St Joseph Telephone & $2S6,84S.OO $2,674.46 
Telegraph Company 



·. • • 
BEFORE THE FLORIDA PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION 

In Rt: Joint Petition for tile Approval of tilt 
CoiUOildatlon Of Tbe Florala Tcleplla.e 
Co1Dpany,lnc., Gulf'Ttltphoae Co1Dpany, 
and SL Jostph Ttlephoae & TeJecrapb 
CoiDpany, the AJsoclauct Traufen of 
Certincates, and Tbe C'lwlae oftbe NaiDt 
of SL Joseph Telephone & Tdqrapb 
Co1Dpany to GTC, Inc. 

) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 

Dockd No. 

Flied: July I, 1997 

ATTACHMENT C TOTHE 
JOINT PETITION FOR THE APPROVAL OF THE 

CONSOLIDATION OF THE FLORALA TELEPifONE COMPANY,INC., 
GULF TELEPHONE COMPANY, AND ST. JOSEPH TELEPHONE & 

TELEGRAPH COMPANY, THE ASSOCIATED TRANSFER 
OF CERTIFICATES, AND THE CHANGE OF TOE NAME OF 

ST. JOSEPH TELEPHONE & TELEGRAPH COMPANY TO GTC. lNC. 
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AFFIDAVIT OF JAMES 8. FAISON 

Before me, the undenigned authority, thia day personally appeared James B Fai1011. who. bcinl! 
first duly sworn, deposes and a ya: 

I. My name is James B. Fai1011; I am Vice Preaident/ControUer of The Florala Telephone 
Company, Inc:., Gulf Telephone Company, and St. Joteph Telephone & Telegraph 
Company. My husina• addreu ia P 0 , Box 1007, Pon St. Joe, Florida, J24S7 

2 I have read the petition to which thlt ai'Bdavit iJ attaehed I am familiar with the 
tranac:tiona let fonh in the petition. To the best of my knowledge and belief, the fact.1 
alleged in the petition are true and correct 

J Notic:ea of intention to file the pccilion to wbidlthia affidavit iJ attadled have been (liven 
(a) by mail or penooal ddivay to the aovemina bodia of the counties and 
municipalities within the aervice territories of The Flofala Telephone Company, Inc:. 
GulfTelephone Complny, and SL Joseph Telephone & Telegraph Company, to the 
Office of Public Counsel, and to the Florida Public Scrvic:e Commiuion, (b) by a legal 
advertilement in newspapen or aenenJ cifculation in the areu affected by the lllins of 
the petition to which this affidavit Ia attached, the legal advertiac:menta were published on 
two ~Cp&r~tc occuions at lout two weeka prior to the filing of the petition, and (c) by 
written notice to e.dt IUbtctiber in the eervicc areu of The Florala Telephone Company. 
Inc:. Gulf Telephone Company, and St. Joseph Telephone & Tdqvcph Company A list 
of cu11omeranotified Ia available for review at the office of St Joteph Telephone & 
Telegraph Company. 

. ~- [fl.;---._ 
S B FAISON 

Before me pcnonaJJy appeared thia~day of June, 1997, James B Faison, who iJ periOIIally 
known to me. 

My commiuion expires. 

TAUI886S· I 

~stfco~ 
Clwtt14;M K. e,. r.ky.. 
Printed Name of Notary 

... 
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