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DOCKET NO. 970897-WS 
OAT&1 October 23, 1997 

Steeplechase Utility (Steeplechase or utility) provides water 
and wastewater service to approximately 342 water and 244 
wastewater customers in Marion County. The utility's 1996 annual 
report shows an annual operating revenue of $103 ,lll and a net 
operating loss of $117,408. The utility is a Claas c utili ty 
company under PPSC jurisdiction. 

On July 17, 1997, Steeplechase filed an applicat ion for 
amendment of Certificate No. 515 -W and 44 7-S t o add territory in 
Marion County. The proposed territory will serve commercial, 
medical office buildings, an assisted living tacility, a nuroing 
home and single family dwellings . 

During staff's review of the application, staff noticed that 
the 1996 Annual Report showed lOOt utility ownership by Stonecrest 
of Marion County, Ltd ., and that the utility was first organized in 
May, 1991 . However, Steeplechase was granted ito Certificates in 
April, 1989. Therefore, it appeared that a transfer may have 
occurred without prior Commission approval. The staff requested 
additional information which revealed the following. Steeplechase, 
the utility, w a owned by a company cal led Leisure Living for the 
Active Retiree Joint Venture (Joint Venture ). In 1992, Joint 
Venture filed for bankruptcy and was reorganized as St onecres: of 
Marion County, Ltd. The utility itsel f has been unaf fected by the 
bankruptcy and reorganization of the parent corporation. 
Operations continued and the utility retained tho name o f 
Steeplecha•e . Staff believe• that the change o ( the parent 
corporation aa a result of the bankruptc y reorganization ~oes not 
rise to the level of a transfer as contemplated in Chapter 367.071 , 
Florida Statutes. Therefore, no further action is required on this 
point. 

Staff has authority to administratively appr~ve applications 
for ame ndment when no ob jections have been filed and the 
application is without controversy. This case is being brought to 
the attention of the Commission because the new area is large when 
compared to their original development . This area increases the 
service area approximately 5 times the o r iginal development, or 
from l/4 of a square mile (160 acres) to 1 1/4 of a square mi les 
(800 acres). 
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DOCKET NO. 970897-WS 
OAT£ : Octo.ber 23 , 1997 

OISCQSSIQM OP I88UBS 

ISSQB 1: Should Steeplechase's application for amendment o f Water 
Certificate No. 515-W a nd 44 7-S be granted? 

RBOOMMEND6TIQN: Yea, Steeplechase's application should be granted 
fo r the additional territory described in AttAchment A. The 
utility should charge the customers in the territo ry added herein 
the rat es and chargee contained in its tariff until authorized to 
change by this COCIIIIIieaion in a aubsequent proceeding . ( R£0£14ANNl 

STAPP ANALYSIS: As stated earlier, on July 17, 1997, the utility 
filed an application for t.mendrr.ent of Certificate No. 515 -W and 
447-S to add territory in Marion County. ':'he application cont ains 
a check in the amount of $2,000, which is tho correct filing fee 
purauant to Rule 25-3 0 .020, Florida Administrative <'..ode . The 
utility has provided a copy ot 99 year leases fo r the water 
treatment and wastewater treot ment plant sites, whic h provideo fo r 
the continued use o f the land as required by Rule 25 · 30.036 (3) (d), 
Florida Administrative Code. 

Adequate service territory and system mapa a nd a territo ry 
description ' ave been provided ee prescribed by Rule 25 -30.036 (3 ) 
(e) , (f) and til, Flor ida Adminietrative Code. A desc ription o f 
t he water and wastewater territory ia appended t o this 
recommendation as Attachment A. The ter ritory desc ription i n 
Attachment A also includes the original area that was granted t o 
the utility in Order No. 21063, issued April 18, 1989 i n Docket No . 
890145-WS (Original Certificate). The utility has submi t t ed a n 
affidavi t conai atent with Saction 367. 045 121 ld l . Flo r i da Statutes. 
that it has tariffs and annua l r eports on file with the Commission. 

In addition, the application contains proof o f complia nce with 
the noticing provisions set forth in Rule 25 - 30.030 , Florida 
Admin i strative Code. No objections to the applica t i o n were fi l ed 
and the time for filing such has expired . The l ocal planning 
agency was provided notice of the application and did not file a 
protest to the amendment. St aff has contac ted the Depart ment o f 
Envir onmental Protection (08Pl and learned that there are no 
outatanding notices of violation regarding this utility . 

The ut!lity has been certificatt>d by t he Commisoion Iince 
1989. According to the applicat ion, t h> ut ilit y has e ngaged In the 
engi neering firm of Pamer, Barley ' Associat es, Inc. And the l aw 
finn of Rose, Sundstr om ' Bentley, LLP, both o f whom are 
experienced in the operation and regul ation o f water and wastewater 
u t i l ity ayateme. The ayatema are no~ under any eoneen~ orde r , nor 
aubj ect to any notices of violation from any regu latory agencies. 
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DOCKET NO. 970897-WS 
OA1E : October 23 , 1997 

As s t ated earlier, the proposed territory wi ll serve 
commercial, med.ical office buildings, an assisted living facility, 
a nursi ng home and single family dwellings . This area is owned by 
the related developer who has an approved development plan for the 
property . According to the applicat ion, the exis ting wate~ 

treatment facility 1:...\s sufficient capacity to serve the entire 
project including the proposed territory through build -out, with 
the only addition of an elevated storage t ank required t o provioe 
sufficient fire flow capacity . The utility is planning to expand 
its existing wastewater treatment faci lities t wice in the future. 
The first expansion will boost the trea tment capacity from . 150 mgd 
to .300 with tertiary treatment and will provide fo r effluent 
disposal via golf course irrigation. The second expansion will be 
to .600 mgd with d i sposal t o the gol f course and common area . 
Based on the above information, staff believes that the utility has 
the capacity and the technical expertise to serve these customers 
now and in the future . 

Steeplechase ' s approved rates and charges were approved on 
August 18, 1989 in Docket No . 890145- WS by Order No. 21063, an 
original certificate caae. The utility should charge the customers 
in the territory added herei n the rates and charges contained in 
its tariff until authorized to change by this Commission in a 
subsequent proceeding. The ur.ility has returned the certi f icate 
for entry of the additional territory and filed revised tariff 
sheets which r eflect the amended territory description . 

Based on the above information, staff believes i t is in the 
public i nterest to grant ehe application of Steeplechase for 
amendment of Water Certificate No . 515-W, and Wastewater 
Cereificaee No. 447-S to add the addit ional territory described in 
Attachment A. 
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DOCKET NO. 970897-WS 
DATE: October 23, 1997 

ISSUB 2: Should this docket be closed? 

BBCX!fOmNDATiotl: Y'!s, this docket should be closed. (BRVBAJ<EiO 

STNP ANALXSIS: No further action will be requ ired and the docket 
should be closed. 
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DOCKET NO. 970897-WS 
DATE : October 23, 1997 

STBJSPLBQWJB DTILITX COMPANY· INC . 

MARION COQNTX 

JIA'l'BR NiP 1IMTBJfATBR SRR.VICB ABBA 

Includea tho original territory in Order No. 21063 

Township 17 South. Range 23 East 

Section 25 

The South 1, 650.00 f eet o f the West 660 .00 fee t. 

Section 26 

The South 1683.00 feet of the East 412 .50 fee t. 

Section 35 

The East 1/2 , less that portion lying South and West of U.s. 
Highwa y 27 and 441 . 

Section 36 

All o f Section ~o, leso the East 880.00 feet of the North 1980.00 
feet o f the Northwest 1/4 , a r.d less the East 264 .00 feet o f the 
North 594.00 feet of the Southeast 1/4 o f the Northeas t 1/4, and 
less a ll of that portion lying South and West o f U.S. Highway 27 
and 441. 

Township 17 South. Range 24 East 

Section 31 

The South 3/4 of the Southwest 1/4 and the West 1/4 o f the 
Southwest l/4 of the Southeast 1/4. 
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