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service between Ft. White
ex~l.ange antd Alachua, Archer,
Hr . rer, Gainesville, Hawthorne,
Melrwose, Micanopy, Newberry, and
Waldn exchanges.

Trhe foll..wing Commissioners participated in the disponis
Ptiree mat teep

JULIA L. JOHNSON, Chairman
J. TERRY DEASON
SUSAN F. CLARK

JOE GARCIA
E. LEON JACOBS, JR.

NOTT F N
ORDER DENYIN N A SERVICE

BT THE COMMISSION:

NOTICE 1s hereby given by the Flaorida Public  Gervioe
Commigslon that the action discussed herein 15 prelimita:y :
rnature and will become final unless a person whose 1nterent g
snubstantlally affected files a petition for a ftormal poo e i,
pursuant to Rule 25-22.029, Florida Administrative Code,

On September 26, 1997, the Columbia County Board 0
Commissioners submitted a resoluticon with the Commission reopie 1o
externded area service [(EAS) from the Ft. White exchange Ve

exihanges w:thin Alachua County, with the exception of the Al ..
exchange, which 1s already a toll-free call. This EAS reoque
1ty lves 10 wwchanges and 16 routes. ALLTEL Florida, Ine. (ALLTE!

serves thee Ft. White exchange, which 18 located 1n ¢olumbaa 7 o,
as wel. a3 the Bransker, Melrose, and Waldo exchanges ot :
Arachua County. BellSouth Telecommunications, Inc. (iReilioorh

seerees the Aroher, Galnesville, Hawthorne, Micanopy, atd Hewbeerry
e boogess 0 el i Alachua Coanty, The Ft o Whitte o o

Tonn gt e e LS lacksounville LATA. The: Arcohr, e,

Carteesville, Haw'horne, Melrose, Micanopy, Newberry, and  Woali
ex rarges are lorated in the Gainesville LATA.
DOCEMrar weve oo s
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Our staff tried to determine which of these numerus : '
truly warranted toll relief. After discussing the requestiod oot oo
witn the County’s officials, the officials informed our =otabt 1o
they would not modify the request to focus on the routes that T
wffir1als believed exhlibited a strong community of Interest . e
have, ther-tore, hased our decision on the reqguest as tiled,

ALLTEL is a rate-of-return regulated local exchange omp oy
{iF'7y. HBellSouth 1s a price-requlated LEC. We note that Bellilo oo
1+ prohibited by federal law from originating interLATA try oty
urless  the routes gqualify tor flat rate non-optional FAC.
Be:! I Z0uth would, therefore, have to seek a waiver from the Fooo
moiity the LATA boundary for this purpose. Also, we are wit!,
varisdiction to require price-regulated LECs to impiement BAD
Ev5, 1In accordance with Section 364.02(2) and 26d4.384%, Pl ss
Sratutes, because EAS or ECS requested after July 1, 1994, beoore
pert of non-basic service if implemented.

All of the requested routes are interLATA. ALLTEL serven »

the involved routes 1n both directions. BellSouth carries one oo
of the traffic on the 10 remaining routes. Ten of the 110 0
ryres are more than 30 miles long. For examplee, tthee

White/Hawthorne route is 43 miles, the Ft. White/Melros: r .t
41 miles, and the Ft. White/Micanopy route is 18 miles.

Rule 25-4.060(1), Florida Administrative Code, 1equir.- :
traftic study to be conducted to determine if a community :
interest exists on the requested routes. Since BellSourh
price-regulated LEC, we do not have the ijurisdiction t« re ..t
Belllouth to conduct traffic studies on the routes the = oo,
[T S, Thus, 1in order to determine if a community ot it 1. "
€x15Ls, w- would have to require ALLTEL to conduct one-way tr.al!
studies on the requested routes. Due to the number ot it

reqiested (16 interLATA routes) and the distance of the ..t
r.ites over 30 miles), however, we find that this EAS e

urrcasonable on 1ts face. While the cur:ent FEAS rules 1o oo
reestrict thee number of exchanges that can be reguested 1noan ba
tyiing, the rules do reguire a sufficient degree of communii!y
interast between exchanges. Due to the scope of this EAD reqguaer,
101 hvgiily unitkely that a community of interest expsts et w
Phee B0 Whote exetinge 1n Columbia County and all of Uhee cxoroan
Wit Alacrua County. We, therefore, deny Uolumbia ooy’

recppent foor EAS.
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Furthermaore, Section 364.052{(2)(b), Florida Statutes, reads:

(byy By January 1, 1996, the commission shall adopt, iy
rule, streamlined procedures for regulating companies
subject to this section. These procedures shall minim:ias
the burdens of regulation with regard to d4udi*s,
investligations, service standards, cost studies, report:
and other matters, and the commission shall establish, by
rule, only those procedures that are cost-justifired arnl
in the public interest so that universal service may he
promoted,

Faie 25-4.210(2)ta), Florida Administrative Code, which streasmiiro-

regulatory precedures for small LECs, alsc directs ocur staft

welgh the benefits expected to be gained from the information

troat e
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intormad fon is needed.

1
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r=turn local exchange company to conduct a survey of these pout.o

Thus,

we shall nct order ALLTEL to conduct a survey of these o

in ac-ordance with Section 364.052(2)(b), Florida Statutes.

Anot her.,

resnolution submitted by the Board of County Commissioner=

Columbia unty requesting extended area service betweern tlhe
Whioto eexebianegpe to all exchanges in Alachna County s herelyy oo
Wit Lo ot file an amended request as set forth i1n the t

th

The purpose of EAS is to provide tol)l relief to

community of interest with all of the exchanges within Al
Count oy As such, we deny the Columbia County Board ot
Commissioners request with leave to file arn amended resclut:
requaesting only the routes that truly warrant EAS. The r
st d bee prioritlzed by need and community of  interost.

T

oroorartrzing the rcutes, the Columbia County Hoard o
ommissiloners should include a qualitative explanation ot

ronat e

needs toll relief.
Based cn the foregoing, it is therefore

ORDERED by the Florida Public Service Commission that

or der It is further

1t

B
stipdy against the cost of compliance to detoermine whoot Lo

In view of the extent of the oo
we believe that it would be burdenscome and costly to the rat. -

v

tohics e
communitlies that have exhibited & community o. 1nterest with
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It seems unlikely that the Ft. White exchange could Lo
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The action proposed herein is preliminary 1o

not  become effective or final, except as providded oy &

20001, Florida Administrative Code. Any person wh
inte«-rsts are affected by the action proposed by
file 1 petition for a tormal proceeding, as provi
oL . +i4y, Florida Administrative Code, 1n the t
Rule /5-22.0361{7)(a) and (f), Florida Administr.at
pefltion must be received by the Director, Divisioon
Fepoorting, 2540 Shumard Oak Boulevard, Tallahasses-,

nHbh, by the close of business on March 2/, 1949x.
'n the absence of such a petition, this or &
cttecrive on the day subsequent to the above dat.

Fale 0L-22.029(6), Florida Administrative Code,

Any objection or protest filed in this oo

Toat! i o
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rssuarce date of this order 1s considered aband o ned

speeilied protest period,
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cat1ntres the foregoing conditions and 15 renewed wit:

It this order becomes final and effective 00 o
describe=t above, any party substantially affected oy

wudloral review by the Florida Supreme Court in the e
«lectric, gas or telephone utility or by the First st

t Appea]l in the case of a water or wastewater utility iy
notice of appeal with the Director, Divisioen -of b :
Feparting and filing a8 copy of the notice of appeal and 1t
e wWith thee upproprlate court. This filing must I
wothin thirty (30) days of the effective date of thi:
sirsuant to Rule 9.110, Florida Rules of Appellate Pron o |,
ctice of appeal must be in the form specified o Fabe o

FLorada Fadees ot Appellate Procedure.






