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July 13, 1998 

Ms. Blanca S. Bayo, Director 
Oivi5ion of Rocord• and Reporting 
Florida Public Service Commission 
2540 Shuma.rd Oak Blvd. 
Tallahassee, Florida 32399-0850 

Re: Oocllet No. 971660-EI 

Dear Ms. Bayo: 

ORIGINA.L 

Enclosed for filing please find Florida P<l'Ner & Ughl Company's responsos 10 1w0 Informal quesllons 
from Staffin Docket 971660.EI. 

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me at (305) 552·3643 
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Sincerely, 

Samuel S Wa1ers 
Director, Rogulalory Affairs 
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July 13, 1998 

Ms Pat L.ee 
Utility Systerns!Comrnunications Engineer Supervisor 
Florida Public Service Commission 
Capital Cirde Office Center 
2540 Shumard Oak Blvd 
Tallahassee, Florida 32399·0850 

Rcr Docket No. ?7 1660-EI. 1997 Depreciation Study by Florida Power & Light 

Company 

Dear Ms l..cc 

Below are responses to your follow up questions 

1. Plu st u plal n why !'lorida Pown & l.lgbt Company chenR«< thr Hrr or 

Sche~r Unit No. 4 from 40 to JO yun. 

The basis for chaJ18ing the life of Scherer Unu No 4 from 40 tn l O \cars" the 
impacu en the equrpment ofbunwog Yoeslcm coal The U5C of "e>tc•n CO<ll. 1 llrch 
began in 1996, impacts the lives of the boiler c:qu•pmcnt. pollution control 

equipment and the fUel handling sySlems Because of the lower cost of western 
coal, the plant is run at higher capatity factors, which corunbutc~ to increased 
equipment wear The reduced life of the boiler equipment results from •ncr cued 
slas build up and increased volumes of ny ash Slag is very heavy and forms tn all 
pans of the boiler Large chunl.s, the lll.C of an automob•le, occasionall) brul 

loose and fall to the bonom of the boiler "'tuch stress the tubes and causes 
p1 emRture failures TI1e life of the coal hondlins eqUipment 1s reduced due to 
erosion from increaJed volumes of material handled The incrc~scd 1 olume of coal 
throush the boiler also geMrates addiuonal back end ash Yoastc and handling or 
waste gases resulting in a shoner life of the pollution control equopmcnt 

Elen though the twbine sencntor S)'Jicm Yo Ill flO( be affected b) bummg IH>tcrn 

coal, Aorida Power & Lig)lt Company docs not anticipate any lut 1re u~ of the 
rurbine generator syJtcm after the botler is reured at approxematcl) •• 30 )'('ar lofe 
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2. Pitas~ uplaln why florida Powrr & l.iJtht Company changt th t lh•ts of ill 

GTa from 200l lo 10071 

Florida Power & Uglu Company (FPL) utihr.cs the GTs for ptakms capacit)' As 

a resuh of low capacily factors. running hours. maintenance prosrams. and 

increased exptriencc in the utilization of these assets. Fl'l. currcmly anticipates 

that the GTs will eontinue in service unulthc 2007 ttme framc 

If you need any funhcr infomuuion 11lcasc call m~ at (305) S~~-47(}(1 

Z~//~4 
Dona!J l Babka 
Director of Regulatory and Tax Accounung 

~:c. W G Walker Ill 
Mauhew M Chtlds 
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