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BELLIOUTH TELECOMMUNICATIONS, INC.'a 
REQUEST FOR CONFIDENTIAL CLAIIIFICA nON 

BeHSouth Telecommunicationa, Inc. (•BeltSouth• or "'Company") hereby ftlea, 

pursuant to Rule 25-22.008, Florida Administrative Code, Its Request for Confidential 

Classification for inforrnMion produced in responae to the fair and reaaonable ratea data 

requests aerved by the Public Service Commiuion, Diviaion of Communationa. 

1. In a Memcnndum re: 980000A-SP Undocketed Special Project, dated 

June 19, 1998, the Florida Public Service Commisaion (•Commission·). Division of 

Communicatiool, requeated that BeiiSouth provide it with certain contribution analyaee 

and supporting coat studies baaed on the total &efVice long-run incremental coat 

. 
standard or a reasonably compar8ble measure for use in providing a report to the 

Legislature regarding "the relationahlpa among the coats and chargea aaaociated with 
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2. In Item Not. 1(b), (d), (f), (h) and 0), 2(b), 3(b), and 4(b), the Commilaion 

requested the cost studies and UIOCilted work papers and related documentation 

which resulted In the contribution anatv- th8t were reqUMtiM:I in1 other portions of 

those data requests. In Item No. 1 (e), the Commiuion requested a contribution 

analysis for ESSX/Centrex service. 

3. In ftem No. 5(a) and (b). the Commission requested various marketing 

studies, reports, and anatv- concerning the relationship between the price and 

quantity demanded for various services offered by BeiiSouth, consumption pattems of 

Florida consumers, and other marketing Information. 

4. The documentl provided in' reaponae to Item No6. 1(b), (d), (e), (f), (h), and 

0), 2(b), 3(b), 4(b), and 5(b)~ and some of theM provided in reaponae to Item No. 5(a) 

are proprietary, confidential buainea information that should not be ~publicly dlacloaed. 

This information falls within Florida Statutes § 384.183 (3)(e)', which defines the terms 

·proprietary confidential business Information• 'to include •tnformation relating to 

competitive lnte,.ta, the diaclolure of which would ~air the competitive business of 

the provider of that information. • In a competitive business, any such knowledge 

obtained about a competitor can be used to the detriment of the entity to which it 

pertains. This unfair advant.ge skews the operation of the market to the ultimate 

detriment of the canaumet". 

5. On August 3, 1998, BeiiSouth fiJed its Responses to the Division of 

Communications' Dma Requ.ta and a Notice of Intent to Requeet Specified 

2 



Confidential Claaaiflcatlon for certain confidential documents provided in response to 

Data Requests 1(b), (d), (e), (f), (h) and 0), 2(b), 3(b), 4(b), 5(a) and (b). 

6. BeiiSouth II filing • Request for Confidential Claaaification for the subject 

documents because they contain confidential and propnet.ry business information 

developed at BetiSouth's coats. 

7. BeiiSouth haa appended to this Requett fol Confidential Clautficatlon aa 

Attachment A a de8cription of the documents deaign.ted by BeiiSouth as confidential. 

8. Appended hereto aa Attachment B are two copies of the requested 

documents with the conftdentialtnformation deleted. 

9. Appended hereto. as Attachment Cis a sealed envelope containing one 

copy of the documents Including the rnateftal which il con1tdential and proprietary. 

10. The request.d documents contain information considered to be 

confidential and proprietary to BeiiSouth and includes coat studies and associated work 

paper8 and related documentlltlon which resulted in the contribution analyses 

requested in the ~iaaion'a Data Requests, aa well aa various marketing studies, 
. 

reports, and ana~ concerning the relationship between the price .and quantity 

demanded for various services offered by BeiiSouth, consumption patterns of Florida 

consumers, other mart<eting lnfonnatton, and contractual vendor information. Public 

disclosure of this Information provides BefiSouth's competitors with an unfair advantage 

and would allow them to benefit ftom the time and money expended by BeHSouth in 

developing the Information contained tn. the subject documents. This same information 

from competitors Ia not available to BefiSouth. This infonnation Ia valuable, it ia used by 

3 

1 



auch information lhould be claulfled • proprietllry, contidenti81 bualneu information 

pursuant to Florida S~. Section 384.183, Including but not limited to Sedlone 

364.183(3)(d) lnd (e). Accordingly, It lhould be held exempt from the public dilcloaure 

requirements of Section 119.07, Flortda Statutes. 

7. BeiiSouth hal n.tecl and Intend• to continue to trut the Information for 

which conftdential claaiftcation lleought n private, and thia Information haa not been 

generally diacloled. 

8. Tt:a original of this Request hn been tiled with the Diviaton of Recordl 

and Reporting, and • copy Ml been liNed on the Divtllon n.questing the information. 

WHEREFORE, baed on the foregoing, BeASouth mcwea the Convnialion to 

enter an order dedMng the Information deecrlbed above to be confidential, proprietary 

business information that II noltubject to public dllcloaure. 

Reapectfully aubmitted thla 21st day of August, 1998. 

BELLSOUTH TELECOMMUNICAnONS, INC. 
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CDnFICATE OF HJMCE 
Docket No. 110733-TP 

Spec .. l Project No.IIOOOOA.SP 

I HEREBY CERTIFY that a tn. and correct copy of the foregoing w:a 

served via Hand..Qelivery thla 21st day of Auguat. 1988, to the following: 

Division of Communication~ 
Walter o•Hae~eller 
FIOtida Public Service Commluton 
2540 Shumard Oak Boulevard 
Tallahassee, FL '32399-0850 




