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Scptember22. 1998 

Flonda Public Servic:c Commis.sion 
Div. of Communications. Certification 
& Compliance Scc:tion 

2440 Shumard Oak Boulevard 
To.IInhas.see.. Florida 32399-0866 
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Rc: Prcm.icr<:om, Inc. '1 Application for Certificate to Provide lntcrcxehangc 
Telec:ommunieations Servic:c 
Docket No. 981091-TI 

Dear Sir/Madam: 

Enclosed are an original and aeven (7) copict of Premiere Communacataons, Inc.'s Motion 
to Intervene and Oppose Application ( .. Motion'') in the above-referenced matter Please file the 
Motion m your usual fashion and return one (I) filed-stamped copy of the Motaoro to u• an the 
enclosed envelope. 

Thanlc you for yollf assiaanc:e in this matter. 
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BEFORE THE 

FLORIDA PUBLIC SERVICE COMI\USSION 

IN lliE MATTER OF: § 
~ 

APPLICATION OF PREMJERCOM. INC. i§ DOCKET NO. 981091-TI 
FOR A CERTlFICA TB TO PROVIDE f 
INTEREXCHANGE f 
TELECOMMUNICATIONS SERVICE f 
WITHIN Tim STA TB OF FLORIDA f 

M(l[JON TO INTERVENE AND OPPOSE APPLICATION 

COMES NOW Pn:mlere Communications. Inc. \Premiere") and hereby files thas Motion 

to Intervene and Oppose AppUcation with the Florida Public Service Commissaon (the 

"O.rnuniuion") in the above-styled proceeding. In support thereof, Premiere states as follows. 

I. INT£RYENTION 

I. Premiere is 1 Florida corpuration heldquartercd at 3399 PC4Chtree Road, N.E .. The 

Lenox Buildin& Suite 600, Atlanta. Georgia 30326. Premiere provades long d1stancc 

telecommunications resale IC1Vices in Florida pur~uant to Commissaon Order No. PSC-92.0125· 

FQf. Tl, which wu issued on Matdl31, 1992. 

2. On September I, 1998, PremierCom, Inc. ("Applicant"), an Illinois corporation, filed 

an application with the Commiuion for 1 Cc:rtl6calc to provide long distance telceommunicuuons 

resale services in the St.ato of Florida. 

3. AI 1 c:ertlticatod provider of telecommunications services opmsung in the State of 

Florida, Premiere has 11Ubttanti1l intcrcll in, and may be affected by, the Commiuaon'a decision 

in thia matter. 
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4. 1bc name and eddreas or the attorney who is authoriud to eccept service 0 r (! hngs 

on bcha1( of Premiere in this proeccding is: 

Charles A. Hudak, Baq. 
Oeny, Friend & Sapronov, LLP 
Three Ravinia Drive, Su1te 1450 
Atlanta, Georgi~ 30346-2131 
Tel: (770) 399-9500 
Fu: (770) 395-0000 

5. Premiere roquest.s intervention u 11 run party or record includin¥ the right to present 

testimony and cxhibill and to .:ross-cxaminc witnesses. Premiere's rights and interests in ltus !Nitter 

will not adequately oc represented by anv other pAny and ill panicipation herein will not unduly 

delay tbese proeccdinp. 

U. OPPOSITION TO APPLICATION 

6. Pn:miere bc:reby oppose~ the Commission's grant of a Cenificate to Applicant to 

provic.-long diJWlce telecommunications n:aale servica in the State of Florida bceausc Applicant 

is scdri!!i to UJC a trlde name confusingly similar to that of"Premiere Communications. Inc." 

7. Premiere hu a substantial proprietary interest in the trade name "Prt:mien: 

Communications, Inc." Premiere bas expended · and continues to expend- considerable effort and 

financial resources to establish a clear and diltinctive identity, and to maintain a strong reputation 

as a provider of high-quality telceommunicattons servic:cs. If Apphcant 11 penni ned to usc the trade 

name "PremietCom,lnc." or another confusingly 11milar trade name 10 Flonda, Premiere will lose 

both customer goodwill and control over itJ corporate repumtion and identity. 

8. Furtbcrmore, a1Jowina Applieantw offer telecommunications services under the trade 

name "PrermrrCom, Inc." or any other c:onlUilnaJy aimilar trade name would be contrary to the: 

public interest. If Applicant is permitted to otrer services aimilar to Premiere's under ll nearly· 
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identical trade name, Florida c:UIIomcn likely would be unable to di11ingu1sh between the t"' o 

terVicc providcn,1 thus impm'ingauc:h c:ustomen' ability to malce accurate, informed decisions as 

to their long diatanc:e service provider. Specifically, such customers arc likely to: 

(i) belleve that Applicant's services lUll those of Premiere: 

(il) believe that Applicant' a services are being provided with Premiere's consent; 

(iii) believe that Applicant is affiliated with Premiere; 

(iv) be Wllblc to ~ermine which of the parties is providing a particular service; 

(v) clctermine with cue which of the parties should be contacted concerning 

problems or queationa regardina 11 particular telecommumcatiors service. 

9. Consequently, Premiere rupec:tfully requests that the Commission enjoin Applicant, 

alon~; with ita officcn, employ=s IIDd agcnll\, from tilling the "PrcmicrCom, lnc."lrDdc name or any 

other confusingly aimilar lt1ldc name in the State of Florida. 

WHEREFORE, Premiere respectfully requests that the CommtSSit'D" 

(i) enter an order p.ting thia Monon and allowing Prenuerc to become 11 full p311)' of 

record In the above-•tylcd procccdin&: 

(ii) enjoin Applicant and ita officers, employees and agenll from adveniaing or selling 

telecommunications servicca in Florida under 1 trade rwne which is eonfluingly timilar to the trade 

name "Premiere Comn ications,lnc."; and 

(ill) grant Premiere any additional relief that the Comm1ssion deems JUSt and proper 

'Confusion resulting from Applicant'• use of the u.de name "Prem•erCom, lnc."1s 
readily apparent: on July 11, 1998, the Commillion mittakenly contacted Premiere in connection 
with a customer complaint apinst the Applicant. 
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Respectfully submitted this 22nd day ofSeptember, 1998. 

Three Ravinia Drive 
Suite 1450 
Atlanta, Georgia 30346-2131 
(770) 399-9500 

GERRY. FRIEND&. SAPRONOV, LLP 

~L 

COUNSEL FOR PR.EMIER£ COMMUNICATIONS, INC. 



. . ' 

• • 
CERDFJCAU: OF SERVICE 

I have ICI'Vcd a copy of the forqoina Motion to Intervene and Oppose under separate 
cover dated September 22, 1998, by depositina a copy of same in the Uruted Stllcs Mail, postage 
prepaid, addressed to all panie~to thia doeket. 

Patrick Crocker, Esq. 
Early Law Finn 
900 Come:rica 814 
Kalamazoo, MJ 49007--4752 

PremierCom, lne. 
soo East Hiagins Road 
Elk Grove Villqe. IL 60007 
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