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DIRECTOR, DIVISION OF RECORDS AND REPORTING (BAY6} ~· ~­

DIVISION OF COMMUNICATIONS (KENNEDY) Iff: ~ 
DIVISION OF LEGAL SERVICES (MCKINNEY) ~~ A~ 
DIVISION OF AUDITING AND FINANCIAL ANALYSIS LE:STE:Rl Ql {fit 

RE: DOCKET NO. 981094-TX - APPLICATION FOR CERTIFICATE TO 
PROVIDE ALTERNATIVE LOCAL EXCHANGE TELECOMMUNICATIONS 
SERVICE BY TALLAHASSEE TELEPHONE EXCHANGE, INC. 

AGENDA: 11/17/98 - REGULAR AGENDA - REGULAR AGENDA - PROPOSED 
AGENCY ACTION - INTERESTED PERSONS MAY PARTICIPATE 

CRZTICAL DATZS: NONE 

SPECIAL INS'fRUC'.l'IORS: NONE 

FILE NAMB AND LOCATION: S:\PSC\CMU\WP\981094.RCM 

CUI BACKQ80QND 

On September 2, 1998, Tallahassee Telephone Exchange, Inc. 
submitted an application to obtai.1 a certifi ate of public 
convenience and necessity to provide alternative local exchange 
service within Florida. 

On September 10, 1998, staff r.ontacted Mr. Gary S. Brlnkwnrth, 
Manager, Utility Business and Customer Services, with the C1ty of 
Tal!ahassee to inform the City of the application. On September 
15, 1998, staff received correspondence from the City outlining its 
objections to ~he use of the corporate name Tallahassee Telephone 
Exchange, Inc. (Attachment A). In its letter the City asserteci 
that the name may create an identity problem that would adversely 
affect the City. The City stated that if Tallahassee Telephone 
Exchange, Inc. should prove to be an unreliable provider in the 
future, confusion caused by the corporat~ name might result 1n an 
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adverse customer service reputation associated with the City's 
services or other business ventures. 

On September 15, 1998, staff informed the company of the 
City's objections to its use of the corporate name Tallahassee 
Telephcne Exchange, Inc. On October 27, 1998, the company sent a 
letter to staff responding to the City's concerns and stating its 
intention to continue the application process using the corporate 
name Tallahassee Telephone Exchange, Inc. (Attachment B). 

Staff believes the following recommendations are appropriate. 

DIICtlSSION or ISSQIS 

ISSQI 1: Should the Commission grant Tallahassee Telephone 
Exchange, Inc. a certificate of public convenience and necessity to 
provide alternative local exchange service in Florida? 

RICOHMENDAZZQM: Yes. Tallahassee Telephone Exchange, Inc. has 
demonstrated that it has the technica 1, f inanci a 1 and manage ria 1 
capability to pr0vide alternative local exch.:. .1ge telecommunications 
service in Florida. There is no basis to deny Tallahassee 
Telephone Exchange, Inc's. application. Tallahassee Telephone 
Exchange, Inc. should be granted certiflcate no. 5763 to provide 
alternative local exchange telecommunications service in Florida. 
(Kermecly) 

STArr ARILISZS: On August 31, 1998, the Florida Secretary of 
State approved Tallahassee Telephone Exchange, Inc. as a regi~tered 
corporation in Document No. P96 00007 5565 (Attachment C) . On 
January 13, 1998, the City of Tallahassee was iss ~d a certificate 
of public convenience and nece5sity, under tne name City of 
Tallahassee, to provide alternative local exchange serv1ce in 
Florida. Currently, however, the City does not offer alLernativP 
local exchange services, and it has not registererl or used a 
corporate name similar to Tallahassee Telephone Exchange, Inc.'s 
name. It only alleges that it may do so in the future. 

Staff believes that ~he City's speculation that it may wdnt to 
use a name that may conflict somehow with the applicant's name is 
insufficient grounds to deny the application. In fact, if at some 
future point the City does attempt to use a name similar to the 
name in question here, the company might rightfully object, since 
it is the one that has registered the name with the SecretaLy of 
State. As it is, the only similarity between the certificated name 
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"r::ity of Tallahassee" and the name "Tallahassee Telephone Exchange, 
Inc." is that they both use the name "Tallahassee." Many 
businesses include the word "Tallahassee" in their name. The City 
does not h~ve an exclusive right to its use. For these reasons, 
and because the applicant has adequately demonstrated that it has 
the technical, financial, and managerial capability to provide 
service, as Section 364.337, Florida Statutes requires, staff 
recommends that the certificate should be granted. 

ISSUE 2: Should this docket be closed? 

RECOMMENDATIQN: Yes. If no person whose substantial interests 
are affected files a protest within 21 days of the issuance date of 
the Order, the Order will become final and this docket may be 
closed. (Mcltinney) 

STAFF ANALYSIS: If no person whose substantial interests are 
affected files a protest within 21 days of the issuance date of the 
Order, the Order will become final and this docket may be closed. 
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VIA FACSIMILE 1501413.6515 

Mr. Ray E. K.-..ly 
Certific:llboa .ad Caalplilace Sectiou 
Diviaioa ol Comlllllllimbcm 
florida PubiK: s.mc. Cmnnieim 
Clipilal Circle Olb ca. 
2S40 Sbumucl Olk BMt. 
T•llab•UM, FL 32399-0150 

~ACHMENTA 
~KET NO. 9810fM.TX 
November 5, 1998 

RE: Doc:bl No. 9110M-TX: AppliCII'r ilr oadflc:IDa 10 ~ llllniiM lor:al adwnF 
!oelecDPD"'""*"--*'WaT F' T....-..e I • 1111:. 

o.r Mr. Kcudy: 

ThilltU« ilia......,_ to aar 01111wratiaa oa ~ lcf' nprdiaa 1be -wbccioa you 
baw Nelli wei 8\a 1 bt ti._ ...... to u.dae ftclilioul aame T•llr r T111pbcme 
Elu:Map,IK. tDprovidlt- """iariont ..W.u• ALEC ia Ploricll. 

M we clilcuiNd, 1be city bll ..-ly daapd ila bgsjgep llr*IY rWa1iw to 
telec:omm"n ....... M I ..alt of dill ....... do DGt p ... It dUa time to oftW 
telecommtmicltiaal NI"Viccl, ..,. • _.,....,. ~eMCa, iD our llalbt .... We do baw 1 

N!Simrina.._ iD clnwlap .. 1 .-am ,..icpjcw llr*IY far 1be city,IDd part olM 
~ a.y iavalw a.w ~ WdUNI ill our llalbt .,... ID edditjm, 1M '--Y bu ~ m 
1be utility bqsipep far OYW fl )WII. IDd .. are proud ol aur ..W. I'ICDr'd IDd die rtp'lhm 
we baw euued wida aur aut.on-1 OYW dllltimll. M our .ality maJbca cUap web dwnpi 
rep.IMory or......,......_ .. city a.y W ialtf cpenbDa ...,.,.. bulia., ~mill to 
provide .ality ..,.._to aur "'• *11. '1"boN bgsjgep UDila will Deed to majnhm die b.-.d 
recopi&iaa ..t cas--..w. ..-•e • af~M cily,.wt dial cauld requ~n • .. uae 1 

~title tblt ooaJd be wry --to 1be --pnJI*ICI fOr dUa t.llecamanaucaiOII.I ..-vK'AI 
p..mct.r. 

M I fWid. we bl¥t 1 ClaDCml dalt dail...,. p..mct.r, if~ iD Cllll ....... dat ft~ 
name Tll\eha•"" Ttllpbcme Ewchep, lac., a.y ~ &a idetity problem thai would lied to 
ldwn• J.1DP1KU fbr 1M city. Should M buUMu prow • UD.rllliable pnmder • ane tune 111 da• 
fulure, cbe ~ CDied by 1be .... far 1beir IMpbaoe "'\ail.ty" ...,....,... aupa ..... ly 
.....a iD - ...... cas--MI'Vicl ...... to be ......... we 1be city'• ..w. or acb• 
bulia .. .......,.. 
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..A..TTACHMENT A 
~KET NO. 1810M-TX 

November 5, 1998 

RE: Dodml No. 9110M-TX: Applk:lftoe 1iw catlfblioD 10 pvY1de a1t1n1am: local nctwup 
lelei • ~ ..W:. Wa T•IJWw.e T~ E.o<clrmp lac. 
s ,. k 15, 1991 
fill% 

To awid d!.c siDY'fic-, we ,_ il il ill 1be bill ..... of lbe C1ty far d1ll .,. 
~~ p~ to •IC...., DIIM far tts.r ALEC optnlioDJ ID Flolida.IDd do 
formally object to dwir c:boa of !be 6dibaul DIIM T•l'abu_. Ttl~boae Euba"p, IDe. 

"-._ a.licDolr if)"'U Deed lldditicnel mco.II!IICioa to .-Dfy tbe CommiuKG mquuy ntllbw 
to dail dock& 

~; 

RaF......sa 
Jim f.aalilb 
Telleu&iM!iclltioN sc..iD8 Cc-nmia• M.-.. 
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..A.TTACHMENT B 
~KET NO. 9810&4-TX 

November 15, 1998 

Hl/2?/1").. Ui: 18 I!ST. IHC. 

J. I'Wdlilr1111nc ..... a.,.nr·' -. ............. ..-.111111 
..._flrt)ldltta.--z·' 11J'Jt t'' rllll.r-..; I 1.-
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10/2?/98 CORPORATE DETAIL RECORD SCREEN 8:18AM 
NUM: P98000075565 ST:FL ACTIVE/FL PROFIT FLO: 08/31/1998 

AME TALLAHASSEE TELEPHONE EXCHANGE, INC. 
PRINCIPAL: 1112 CARISSA DR. 

DDRESS TALLAHASSEE, FL 32308 
RA NAME LARSEN, ERIC R 
RA ADDR 1112 CARISSA DR. 

TALLAHASSEE, FL 32308 
REP 11 NOME FILED • 

----- THIS IS NOT OFFICIAL RECORD; SEE DOCUMENTS If QUESTION OR CONFLICT -----




