


BEFORE THE FLORIDA PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

In re: Joint petition for DOCKET NO. 981252-TFP
approval of merger of GTE ORDER NO. PSC-98-1645-FOF-TP
Corporation (holder of ISSUED: December 7, 1998

LEC Cert. 31 and PATS Cert. 4962
in the name GTE Florida
Incorporated, ALEC Cert. 4819
and IXC Cert. 4080 in the name
GTE Communications Corporation,
and IXC Cert. 4079 in the name
GTE Telecommunications Servicesa
Incorporated} and Bell Atlantic
Corporation (holder of IXC Cert.
4714 in the name NYNEX Long
Distance Company d/b/a Bell
Atlantic Long Distance and IXC
Cert. 4438 in the nams Bell
Atlantic Communications, Inc.),
whereby GTE will become a
wholly-owned subsidiary of Bell
Atlantic.

The following Commissioners participated in the disposition of
this matter:

JULIA L. JOHNSON, Chairman
J. TERRY DEASON
SUSAN F. CLARK

JOE GARCIA
E. LEON JACOBS, JR.

NOTICE OF PROPOSED AGENCY ACTION
QRDER APPROVING JOINT PETITION
RURSUANT TO SECTION 364,33, FLORIDA STATOTES

BY THE COMMISSION:

NOTICE is hereby given by the Florida Public Service
Commission that the action discussed herein 1s preliminary in
nature and will become final unless a person whose interests are
substantially affected files a petition for a formal proceeding,
pursuant to Rule 25-22.029, Florida Administrative Code.
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2. Bell Atlantic Communications, Inc., which holds
Interexchange Telecommunications Service Certificate No.
4438B.

The companies assert that the merger will create a new
competitor with the nationwide presence and financial resources
necessary to compete head-to-head in the provision of the full
array of telecommunications services around the country. T he
companies also assert that the merged company will be able to draw
upon the abilities and expertise of personnel from both companies
in serving the public. The companies further aver that their
combined ownership will not significantly affect competition for
long-distance services. The companies add that there will be no
anti-competitive effects in Florida.

At the completion of the merger, GTE’s and Bell Atlantic’s
regulated subsidiaries in Florida will remain as subsidiaries of
GTE and Bell Atlantic, respectively. The parties state that, as
such, all subsidiary companies operating in Florida will continue
to operate under their existing certificates and tariffs on file
with us.

In accordance with our authority under Section 364.33, Florida
Statutes, to review the acquisition or transfer of majority
organizational contrel or controlling stock ownership of a
telecommunications company providing services in Florida, we have
reviewed the Joint Petition of GTE and Bell Atlantic. Based upon
our review, we find that it is in the public interest to approve
the Joint Petition. We emphasize, however, that our approval of
the Joint Petition, pursuant to our authority under Section 364.33,
Florida Statutes, in no way precludes us from addressing any of our
concerns that may arise regarding this transaction to the
appropriate federal agency.

Based on the foregoing, it is

ORDERED by the Florida Public Service Commission that the
Jdoint Petition filed by GTE Corporation and Bell Atlantic
Corporation is hereby approved pursuant to Section 364.33, Florida
Statutes. It is further

ORDERED that the provisions of this Order, issued as proposed
agency action, shall become final and effective unless an
appropriate petition, in the form provided by Rule 28-106.201,
Florida Administrative Code, is received by the Director, Division











