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PLEASl STAT& YOVR ~.-'ME, POSITION AND BUSINESS ADDRESS. 

My name is C. WtUilm Stipe Ill and I am Vice President- Network Enaineering for 

e.spire Comm&f........., Inc. ("e.spire''). My business address is 12701 Fair Lakes 

' 
PLEASE DISCID8E YOUR BUSINESS EXPERIENCE AND BACKGROUND. 

Since joinin& e.~iR more than two years ago. I have been responsible for switch 

~-' baw· owneen tbe company's installation of its first Lucent SESS switch 

and more thaJl ~,ocben. For the past eight months, I also have been responsible for 

e.spiR's SONET IDd ldWOrk backbone electronics enaineering. Prior to joinina e.spire 

in 1996, l t.d tweply·JL.Jee years of experience in the telecommunications industry 

workin& for BeU Ad8ndc Corporation. I held a number of; :>sitions with Bell Atlantic, 

and mo.st ~y .. si.- tCJM. was Director- Financial Systems. From 1991 to 1994, 1 

served as Director - Product Profitability and Transfer Pricing and operated and enhanced 

a Product Pro~lity reporting system. I also developed and implemented a Transfer 

Pricing process for Line of Jtusincss financial reporting. From 1987 to 1991, I was the 

Director - CUstomer Business Services, responsible for pricing and costing multi-year 

service contrlcts in competitive proposals to Bell Atlantic's largest commercial and 

government C&1tomm. frqm 1972 to 1987, I held a vari,.ty of engineering and 

management positions of increasing responsibility. I received n·y Bachelor of Science in 

ElectriCal Enam=rms·trom Virginia Tech in 1972, and my M.B.A. from Virginia 

Commonwealth University in 1984. 

HAVE YOU PUVlOUSLY TESTIFIED BEFORE THIS COMMISSION? 

Yes. I testified in e.spire's -first arbitration with BellSouth (Docket No. 960916-TP). 
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HAVE YOU PHVIOUSLY TESTIFIED BEFORE OTHER STATE PUBLIC 

1JTJLITY COMMIIIJONS' 

Yes. I have testified before numerous Commissions, includina COI1Ullia!!ml in the 

Bci'Soutb, Bell Adlatic, IDd US West regions. 

WHAT IS TilE PoJutosE OF YOUR TESTIMONY? 

The JJUI'PC* of IJlY teltimony is to explain the types and functionality of unbundled local 

loope ("ULLs") IDd other unbundled network elements ("UNEs") e.spire is interested in 

obWataa * BeHSo.llh. Durina the ~uurse of neaotiationa that ted tO this arbitration 

HoweYer, neD WI a 8eUSoutb agreed to provide UNEs, in some cues. it often failed to 

pmpote ....., relied on interim rates, proposed rates tb,.• could not have a reasonable 

relllioD to C<Jit, or JIIOPOIOd to limit the offering in a way that would deny e.spire the 

ability to U1e the UNE a intended. 

PLEASE SET FORTH THE NETWORK ELEMENTS TO WHICH E.SPIRE HAS 

REQtJISTED BELLSOVTH TO PROVIDE UNBUNDLED ACCESS. IISSUES I, 

3, 11, Ztl 

e.spire bU requested accea from BeliSouth to various ULLs, including: 

• 2-Wire Analoa Voice Grade; 

• 4-W~ Aolloa Voice Grade; 

• 2· Wire ISDN Diaital Grade> 

• 4-Wire OS-I -Compatible; 

• 2-Wire HDSL-Compatible; 

• 2-Wire ADSIA:ompatible; 
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8 ~ a1lo ha ~unbundled access to Enhanced Extended Links 

9 ( .. EEl.a~, with laO;~ oo tbe types of loops and transpOrt that can be incorporaled into 

10 m EB4 ~,.;..._,plant; and a Bit-Stream Loop UNE. 

1 1 So tblt upi1'e can blain its roll-out of xDSL-bued advanced services, e.spire 
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~ tectm•cally feasible, e.spire also has requested unbundled access to sub-

tbe network interface device ("NID"); 

• loop ooocentration equipment inside and out$ide the cenll'll office 

(incl~iol sub-loop concentration equipment and diaital loop caniers 

of.U kinds); 

• ,__ plant; 
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To -.are access to these sub-loop elements, e.spire abo hu requested Bell South 

to pn)Vide __, to remote terminals for collocation with and interconnection to 

' 
6 . To c;biDplemem tts own switchin& capabilitiet. ·e.spire a1ao hu requested 

7 tlllbUqdllil-- to local switchina, tandem switching and frame relay packet switching, 

8 iocludina ~ interface (''UNI") and netWOrk·to-netwotk interface (''NNl") 
< 

9 switdapoltl. 

10 e.JPite allo bll requested unbundled acc:ess to a variety of unbundled transport 

11 opdoal. Tbae it iide lblred transport and dedicated transpOrt in various capacity 
" 

12 levels, mcludQia OS.O, DS.l, DS-3, OC-3, OC-! 2, 0<..-48, OC-96 and SONET. e.spire 

13 also bla request" ......,..led access to dark fiber transport facilities on which it will 

14 .suppay·n. own eJectlpDics. 

15 e.spire .11 o ._requested unbundled access to a host of other network elements, 

16 i~ludiDa cfiaital ~system ("DCS''), operator services and directory 

17 assistance, sign.tlina, OS,S aod databues. 

18 finally., e.spire bllrequested unbundled access to a number of UNE 

19 combinati'onf. Tbae COJDbinations include: 

-
20 • • ~ loop combination consisting of a loop, dedicated 
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• an UDbuDdled loop/network combination conaistina of a loop, shared 

1n111p01t. dedicated transport. STPs, sipalina link lrmllpOrt, ud 

..-vice control points/databases; 

• a IWitcbina combination referred to u •'Switchina Combination I# 1" 

whidl includes a NID, Iocal switchina, operator systems, dedicated 

tr1111p01t, SS7 meuaae transfer and connoction control, sianalinalink 

1r1111p0ri, service control points/databases and tandem switchina; 

a IWitcbina combinauon referred to u "Switchina Combination #2" 

wbicb iDcludes a NID, local switching, shared transport, dedicated 

tlalaporl, SS7 message transfer and connection control, sipalina link 

tr1111p01t, service control points/databases, and tandem switching; 

• •IWitcbina cqmbination referred to as "Switchina Combination #3" 

wh.icb includes a NID, local switching, operator systems, shared 

traDipOI'i, dedicated transport, SS7 message transfer and connection 

c:oatro1. sipaling link transport, service control points/databases, and 

tandem switching; 

• a switcbed data services combination which includes a NID,local 

switchina, shared transport, dedicated tmnsport and tandem switching; 

• an unbundled loop with interoffice transport combination comprising 

a loop, croSJ~onncct, and dedicated transport or an entrance facility; 

• an unbundled clement platform without operator services and 

directory usistancc composed of a loop. local switctuna, shared 
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tramport, dedicated transport. STPs, signaling link transport, service 

cOntrol points/databases, and tandem swhchina; and 

• a .hme relay combination consisting of a loop, dedicated tran!port, 

llld frame relay switching. 

HAS UPJRE P,R()POSE DESCRIPTIONS OF THE VNEa THAT IT WISHES 

TO AGCEPn (ISSUES l, 3, ll, 201 

Yes. The teduaical detaiptions are introduced in Attachment 2 of the draft apeement. 

We ask tNt tbe'Commission require BellSouth to make available to e.spire now each 

such UNE -a&~ TELRIC·based rates. 

DOES LSPIRI R VE A PARTICULAR OBJECTION TO BELLSOUTH'S 

PRO~ ULATING TO LOOP PROVISIONING? (ISSUES l, lll 

Yes. e.spite believes that BeliSouth's proposed intervals are unreasonably lengthy, and 

its~ c~ eNR s ) are unreasonably high. 

IS PROVISIONING A LOOP A COMPLICATED AND TIME CONSUMING 

UNDERTAKING! (JSSITIS l,ll) 

No, I!CtUaUy, it is a rather simple task that can be completed in a few minutes or less. To 

provision a loop, aU tbaHs required is that a technician must attach .. jumper cables" from 

BellSoutb'$ point or"termination bay ("POT bay") to e.spire's tenninating equipment in 

e.spire's collocation space. (e.spire will provide a demonstration of this task at the 

hearing in this proceeding~) The loop cutover is analogous to the activity in turning up a 

Bell South end user- it is the same function that Bell South technicians have been 

perfonnina everyday. many times a day, for years. Indeed, BeiiSouth's own data 

submitted in support of its second Federal Communications Commission ("FCCj 
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SectioD 271 applicado.1 for Louisiana suggests that BellSouth can complete coordinated 

loop curoven in lea tbau four and a half ( 4Y2) minutes. Despite this. Bell South 

appereody t.MS itl cost studies on the presumption that 1 S minutes of frame work is 

involved. This Ul'naption, however, cannot be supported by time and motion studies. 

Ordinlrily, nummaJumper cables to cutover a loop should take rouahly two minutes. 

IS IT IMPORTANT FOR COORDINATED CUTOVERS TO BE PERFORMED 

WITHIN~ ClllTAIN PERIOD OF TIME? (ISSUE 21) 

Yes. It il imporUIDt that coordinated cutovers be performed as quickly as possible 

bec...e the u.wl duriDa which they are performed represents the time the customer is 

without phone MrVice. Thus, if, as Bell South claims, it is able to perform coordinated 

cutoven, oa avenge, in UDder four and a half(4Y2) minutes, that means e.spire's new 

customen typically experience a period of service outqe of that duration while their 

line(s) • ~bid from Bell~nuth to e.spire. 

HAVE &.SPIRE AND BELLSOUTH AGREED ON A LOOP CUTOVER 

INTERVAL1 (ISSVE21J 

No. e.spire propo1e1, and BellSouth refuses, to incorporate terms from its original 

intercormection aapeement with BellSouth regarding loop cutover intervals. Thus, e.spire 

propo1e1 to renew provisions which call for a five minute cutover interval, penalties in 

19 the event that BeJISouth misses the target int~rval, and a 30 minute window during which 

20 the five minute cutover must take place. BellSouth has responded with a complicated 

21 SL 1/SL2 loop proposal wbich, as best I can tell, is designed to inflate competitors' costs 

22 rather than meet their unbundling requests and needs. 

23 (Q&A DELETED) 
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ARE 111ERE O(llfilll BELLSOUTR RA TIS WHICH RAISE AN ISSUE- AT 

~'J'ROM A ~'"IINICAL STANDPOINT? (ISSUE 21 

Yes. ~orex8mple. 8eiJSouth proposes to cbar~e considerably more for DS-3 and DS-1 

cro~' tban tor a DS-0 cross connect. Althouah the circuit equipment itJelf 

miaht vary llilbdY. tbDN is no actual difference in the work that is perfonned. As is the 

cae iD provisi..,.loops, it is simply a matter of cormcctinajumper cableS from the 

polal oftermiDadoa bay to e.spire' s collocated facilities. Thus, a substantial difference in 

c~ ~Ca ~be justified- at least from a technical mndpomt. Ia fact, it 

apPe.. daar 8eiJScMih'• ciou-coMect rates appear to be reverse engineered so that the 

resulting~JI-I!POit'lates begin to approximate BeUSouth's subsidy-laden special 

&c;cCSJ tlritl'tata. S..:cb Iii approach has no technical basis nor, as I understand it, does it 

haVe any fo.Undatkin iD 1be 1996 Act. 

FROM A ~CAL· fERSPECTIVE? (ISSUE l) 

Yes. As Mr. Falvey describes in his testimony, the difference between original and first 

NRCs propbted by BellSoutb does not appear to consistently reflect the efficiencies 

re81~ by BellSouth When a competitive local exchanae carrier, such as e.spirc, orders 

multiple UNEa. lndOecl, there • be dramatic savings in time realized in back office 

~·paper pusbina" or colllpUfer entry functions. There also can be time savings in 

provisioning ·multiple UNEs pursuant to the same service order. 

9 
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1 Q. AU ANYOJ loSPIRl'S COLLOCATION PROPOSALS TECHNICALLY 

2 INRAstiLE! (IISVIS 7, 9) 

3 A. No .......... bll .,q~ 10lutions like shared space, small spiCe/small increment, and 

4 adjacent coUOcati()ll to reduce the cost and delay associated with physical collocation 

5 with Bel1Soud1. Me. ~f these proposals - includina adjacent collocation - raise any 
' 

6 sipificd tecbnical obltacles. 

7 Q. DO&S Tllll CONC'LVH YOUR DIRECT TESTIMONY? 

8 A. Yes, al1hoUP t• QOl.waive an opportunity, if afforded one by the Commission, to file 

9 
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