
' • • ORIGINAL 
M EMORANDUM 

March I, 1999 

TO 

FROM: 

DIVISION OF RECORDS AND REPORTING (BAY~ 

DIVISION OF WATER AND WASTEWATER (REIJEMANN) 

RE DOCKET NO. 981 180.SU. APPL. ICATION FOR AMENDMENT OF 
CERTIFICATE NO. 168-S TO INCLUDE ADDITIONAL TERRITORY IN 
MONROE COUNTY BY K. W. RESORT UTILITIES CORP. 

Enclosed please find a memo dlltcd December 10, 1998 from Ms. Maria Abadnl C4hiU 
from the SlAte of Floridll Ocpo.rtment of Community Affairs. which should be placed in the 
Dodcet File. 
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STATI OF flORIDA 

DEPARTMENT OF COMMUNITY AFFAIRS 

To: 

•Helping Florid/en• create nfa, vibrant, 6Ustelnable communities· 

M~m or~~nd am 

Billie Mcsset and John Witli&IIIJ, Division ofWatu and Wutewaler, 

Public Service eonu:~~ 

From. MW Abld&l Cahill\ ¥~on Administrator 

December I 0, 199a Date: 

Subject· Public Service Commission Ulilities Expansion Application 

Lighlhouse Utilities Co., Inc: PSC Docket No 9ai343-WU 

Lighthowe Ulll.itics Inc. has applied 10 tho Public Service Commission to amend iiJ potable 

wale: cenillcate to include addltlonalland area in ils service territory. The area propo~ (or add ilion 

would CX1end to U.S. Hwy. 9alocalcd in unincorporalcd Gulf County u follows· 

Township as, Range II W, 5«. 2A,2S,36,Townsbip as, Ransc lOW, Sec.20,27·29,32-36, 

Township SS, Range 9W, 5«.31,32 (10 Counry line), Township 9S, Range II W, E ~Sec I; 

Township 95. Range lOW, See. 2-10,17,18;1,11,12 :Township 95, Range 9W, Sec 6 {10 Counry 

line) 

The area dcscrlbod above is approximately 25 square miles of the $OUt hem mainland lip in 

Gulf County extending south &om U.S. Hwy 98 and wcs11o the Franklin County line Wi1h ~prd 

to the need for scrviee, the applic:ll1l statesthstthe expansion would "enable Lighthouse Utilities to 

be prepared for the anticipated srowth in said ares" He projects thst the majority of fulUre 

customus would be single family realdences wi1h some liml1ed commercial establisluneniS 

The current land use of this area is agricultunl Dcnahies are del ermined by proximi1y to 

developed areas or location of wedands Areas within one mile of devdopmcnt are allowed high 

densities (one uniti2.S ~ctca). Agriculnnllanch collLiinilla S~te jurisdictional wedands arc restricted 

to low density (one unit/40 lctCI). All mnalnina agricultural lands arc desianated medium density 

(one unit/IS acrC!J). The Futuro Land Use map shows that most of the proposed 1eni1ory would 

remain Agricultural with tho southern tip dcaianatcd u low density residential (0-4 units per acre), 

or, ConsctV&tion wbcte development is limited to low density and must be comp.uble with natural 
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~ The St Joe Bay Bulrer Co~ation and Recreation Lands (CARL) project (FL Dept. of 

Enviroomental J'ro(cc:tion, Div. of Sl.tle Lands) is located on a portion of this territory and Is lilted 

Priority I 5 by tho State for acquisition. Althou&b, durina the 1970's. cline developmenll were 

propoJed in this a.rea, all plans have Iince been abandoMI and there is no evidence offunher aaivity. 

The applicant bu tubmined no additional IUpportina infonnation indieatina any inc:reascd srowth oc 

development anticipated for this area.. The 1980 U.S. Ce.nsw eatimated that two percent of the 

County'• population resides in exiJtina aaria~hural lands and aeeonlina to the Gulf County 

Comprehensive Plan (Future land Use Element. I "'9), that is expected to remain c;onstant in the 

future. 

ln 198S, a Water and Wutewater Feuibility study of South Gulf Co. approximated that 75 

percent of the growth in the next five to aevcn )'Carl would OCQ1J' on the St. Joseph Spit Other areas 

projected to ecpcrienee hlah growth are the Gulf of Mexico c.outal area from Cape San Bias co 

Indian Pass. It wu concluded that the remainder o f the study area would receive only about one 

pctea11 of the 8fOWth. The Gulf Co. Comprdlensivc Plan recollllllalds that water JerViees inltially 

be provided only to thole arcu where there will be enouah den&ity to warrant the cost of providing 

a system. The Summary and Recommendations from the Potable Water Sub·Elernent foreast.s a 

problem in providina 1. water ~~~pply to meet the anticipated growth of the St Joseph Spit area and 

other coutal regions. These projections of anticipated growth do not justiiY an investment in the 

development of water services to much of the propoJed expansion territory When con11aed, the 

Franldin County planner, Mr. Don Butler, expreued concern that Franklin County has not been given 

the Opportunity 10 review or comment on this application to detcnnine if there may be some i.uues 

of concern. 

Although the application caiiJ for some dculled plans indicating the localion of future pipe 

tines, this wu no1 p.rovidecl by the applicant. In addition, the applicant provides no information on 

the number of Qlffcnt rcsidcnll tha.t would be involved in this territory expansion nor whether they 

would be Wl1llng to pay eonneaion fees to new savic:e lines 

The territory map and vabal description do not c;orrespond Evidently, T8S, R 11 W, Sections 

25, 36 and T9S, RllW, e.u&ern ~of Section I vc already servic:ed by tbe utihty and should be 

removed from the verbal dcsaiptlon. Also, T9S, RI OW, Sections I, 11 and 12 ahould read to the 

county llnc only. 
Summary 

From the information QlffCRtly at hand, tllc:rc is no buis for the applicant's statement that 

there i• a need for acrvic:c due to antic:ip.ued devclopmcru in the propoted territory expansion arcs 

The applicant hu not provided any IIUpporting documentation or data indicating an increased 8fOW1h 

rate, development orders or VCSlcd devdopmenlapprovalthat would justifY '1Jcb an assumption The 

Gulf County Future Land Use designstion of the ~ority of this area as Agncultural or Conscrvauon 

also docs notiUpport any planned future demand for water services in thiJ area. Studies of projc;;ted 

growth and dcmandJ for water service in the Franldin Co Comprehensivt Plan indicate incrcued 

de:t'NUlds predominantly in coutal areas only. The County also expresses concern that it has not bad 

an opportunity to comment on, or review, the proposed appUcation to detenninc if it hu objections 

to this territory expansion With rcspCC~ to thc:sc W:u, grancina the request for exp.uuion into mueh 

of this territory doeJ not appear to be appropriate or warranted at the preRnt time 
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