
BEFORE THE FLORIDA PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION 

In re: Petition for 
determination of need for an 
electrical power plant in 
Okeechobee County by Okeechobee 
Generating Company, L.L.C. 

DOCKET NO. 991462-EU 

FILED: FEBRUARY 24, 2000 

STAFF'S PREHEARING STATEMENT 

Pursuant to Order No. PSC-00-0290-PCO-EU, issued February 11, 
2000, the Staff of the Florida Public Service Commission files its 
Prehearing Statement. 

a. 

b. 

C. 

d. 

All Known Witnesses 

Staff has no witnesses at this time. 

All Known Exhibits 

Staff has no exhibits at this time. 

Staff's Statement of Basic Position 

Staff's positions are preliminary and based on materials filed 
by the parties and on discovery. The preliminary positions 
are offered to assist the parties in preparing for the 
hearing. Staff's final positions will be based upon all the 
evidence in the record and may differ from the preliminary 
positions stated herein. 

Staff's Position on the Issues 

ISSUE 1: Is there a need for the Okeechobee Generating 
Project taking into account the need for electric 
System reliability and integrity, as this criterion 
is used in Section 403.519, Florida Statutes? 

Position: No position pending further discovery and evidence 
adduced at hearing. 

ISSUE 2: Is there a need for the Okeechobee Generating 
Project taking into account the need for adequate 
electricity at a reasonable cost, as this criterion 
is used in Section 403.519, Florida Statutes? 
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Position: No position pending further discovery and evidence 
adduced at hearing. 

Issue 3: Is the Okeechobee Generating Project the most Cost- 
effective alternative available, as this criterion 
is used in Section 403.519, Florida Statutes? 

Position: No position pending further discovery and evidence 
adduced at hearing. 

Issue 4: Are there any conservation measures taken by or 
reasonably available to the petitioner which might 
mitigate the need for the proposed power plant? 

Position: No position pending further discovery and evidence 
adduced at hearing. 

Issue 5: Does the Commission have sufficient information to 
assess the need for the proposed power plant under 
the criteria set forth in Section 403.519, Florida 
Statutes? 

Position: No position pending further discovery and evidence 
adduced at hearing. 

Issue 6: Can the existing Peninsular Florida transmission 
system accommodate power deliveries from the 
Okeechobee Generating Project to other utilities in 
Peninsular Florida? 

Position: No position pending further discovery and evidence 
adduced at hearing. 

Issue 7: Would granting the determination of need for the 
Okeechobee Generating Project be consistent with 
the public interest and the best interests of 
electric customers in Florida? 

Position: No position pending further discovery and evidence 
adduced at hearing. 

Issue 8 :  Based on the resolution of the foregoing issues, 
should the petition of Okeechobee Generating 
Company for determination of need for the 
Okeechobee Generating Project be granted? 

Position: No position pending further discovery and evidence 
adduced at hearing. 
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Issue 9: Should this docket be closed? 

Position: No position pending further discovery and evidence 
adduced at hearing. 

e. Pendins Motions: 

Staff has no pending motions. 

f. Compliance with Order No. PSC-00-0290-PCO-EU 

Staff has complied with all requirements of the Order 
Establishing Procedure entered in this docket. 

Respectfully submitted this 24th day of February, 2000. 

Staff Counsel 
FLORIDA PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION 
2540 Shumard Oak Boulevard 
Gerald L. Gunter Building - Room 370 
Tallahassee, Florida 32399-0863 
(850) 413-6199 
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

I HEREBY CERTIFY that one true and correct copy of Staff's 

Prehearing Statement has been furnished by U.S. Mail this 24th day 

of February, 2 0 0 0 ,  to the following: 

Ausley Law Firm 
James Beasley/Lee Willis 
P. 0. Box 391 
Tallahassee, Florida 32302 

Legal Environmental Assistance 
Foundation, Inc. 
Gail Kamaras/Debra Swim 
1114 Thomasville Road, Suite E 
Tallahassee, Florida 32303 

Carlton, Fields Law Firm Department of Community Affairs 
Gary L. Sasso, Esquire Local Resource Planning Division 
P. 0. Box 2861 Gary Darst 
St. Petersburg, Florida 33731 2740 Centerview Drive 

Tallahassee, Florida 32399-2100 

Department of Environmental Okeechobee Generating Company, 

Gary Smallridge Sanford L. Hartman 
2600 Blairstone Road 7500 Old Georgetown Road 
Tallahassee, Florida 32399-2400 Bethesda, Maryland 20814 

Florida Power & Light Company PG&E Generating Company 
William G. Walker, I11 Sean J. Finnerty 
9250 W. Flagler Street One Bowdoin Square Road 
Miami, Florida 33174 Boston, Massachusetts 02114-2910 

Regulation L.L.C. 
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Florida Power Corporation 
James McGee 
P. 0 .  Box 14042 
St. Petersburg, Florida 33733 

Landers Law Firm 
Scheffel Wright and 
John T. LaVia, I11 
310 West College Avenue 
Tallahassee, Florida 32301 

Steel Law Firm 
Matthew Childs/Charles Guyton 
215 S. Monroe Street, #601 
Tallahassee, Florida 32301 

Tampa Electric Company 
Harry Long, Jr. 
Angela Llewellyn 
P. 0. Box 111 
Tampa, Florida 33601-0111 

L&&. L5hLLad z 
WM. COCHRAN KEATI~G. IV . .  
Staff Counsel 
FLORIDA PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION 
2540 Shumard Oak Boulevard 
Tallahassee, Florida 32399-0850 
(850) 413-6199 


