
June 20,2OOO 

Ms. Blanca S. Bayo, Director 
Division of Recurds & Mporting 
Florida Public Senrice Commission 
2540 Shumard Oak Boulevard 
TaHahassee, F t  32399-0850 

GTE SERVICE CORPORATION 
One Tampa City Center 
201 North Franklin Street (33802) 
Post Office Box 11 0, FLTCOOO7 
Tampa, Florida 336111-01 10 

81 3-204-8870 (Facsimile) 
8t 3-483-2606 

Re: Docket No. 
Petition of GTE Florida Incorporated for Approval of Section 252(i) Adoption of 
the Terms of #e Interconnection Agreement Between AT&T Communications of 
the Southern States, Inc. and GTE Florida Incorpomted by The Ultimate 
Conndon ,  t.C. dbla The Ultimate Connection 

Dear Ms. Bayo: 

Please find enclosed for fithg an original and five copies of GTE Florida Incorporatedk 
Petition for ApprovaJ of Section 252(i) Adoption of the Terms of the Interconnection 
Agreement Between AT&T Communications of the Southern States, fnc. and GJE 
Florida Incorporated by The URimate Connection, L.C. d/b/a The Ultimate Connection. 
Service has k n  made as indicat8d on the Certificate of Service. If there are any 
questions regarding #b matter, please contact me at (81 3) 483-281 7. 

Very truly yours, 

KC:tas 
Encksu res 

A part of GTE @om MCUFfEHT NUMBER-DATE 

J 
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BEFORE THE FLORIDA PUBLfC SERVICE COMMISSION 

In re: Petition for Approval of Section 252(i) 1 Docket No. 
Adoption of the Terms of the Interconnection ) Filed: June 20,2000 
Agreement Between AT&T Communications ) 
of the Southern States, fnc. and GTE Florida ) 
incorporated by The Ultimate Connection, L.C. } 
d/b/a The Ultimate Connection 1 

ORIGINAL 

PETITION OF GTE FLORIDA INCORPORATED FOR APPROVAL OF 
SECTION 252(1) ADOPTION OF THE TERMS OF THE INTERCONNECTION 

AGREEMENT BETWEEN AT%T COMMUNICATIONS OF THE SOUTHERN STATES, 
INC. AND GTE FLORIDA INCORFURATED BY 

THE ULTIMATE CONNECT IQN. LE, DIWA THE ULTIMATE CONNECTIO N 

ETE Florida Incorporated (GTE) files this petition before the Florida Public Service 

Commission (Commission) seeking approval of The Ultimate Connection's Section 252(i) 

adoption of the terms of the arbitrated interconnection agreement between GTE and AT&T 

Communications of the Southern States, Inc. The agreement, which was approved by the 

Commission by Order No. PSC-97-0864-FC)F-TP, issued July 18, 1997 in Dock8t No. 

960847-TP, is attached, 

GTE respectfully requests that the Commission approve its petition an@eGTg _- 5 7 ' 1  , * 

be granted all other relief proper under the circumstances. 

Respectfully submitted on June 20,2000. 

P. 0' Bux 110, FLTGOOO7 

Tetsghom No. (81 3) 483961 7 
Tampa, Florida 33601 -01 10 

Attorney for GTE Florida Incoiporated 
DOCUMENT H f l M K R  -DATE 

t 
4 

. 
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Connie Nfcholas 
Asslstant Vice President 
Wholesale Markets- Interconnection 

GTE Network 
Services 

HQE03828 
600 Hldden Ridge 
P.O. BOX 152092 
Irving, TX 75038 
972n18.45a 
FAX 4721719-1523 

June 14,2000 

Mr. Enrico Soriano 
Counsel to The Ultimate Connection 
Kelley Drye & Warren, LLP 
1200 lgth Street, NW, Suite 500 
Washington, D.C. 20036 

Dear Mr. Soriano: 

GTE has received your letter statihg that, under Section 252(1) of the Telecommunications Act of 
1996 (the “Act”), The Ultimate Connection, L.C. d/b/a The Ultimate Connection (“Ultimate”) 
wishes to adopt the terms of the arbitrated Interconnection Agreement between AT&T of the 
Southern States (“ATBT”) and G,TE that was approved by the Commission as an effective 
agreement in the State of Florida in Docket No. 96-0847-TP (the “Terms”)’. I understand you 
have a copy of the Terms. Please note the following with respect to your adoption of the Terms. 

I .  By your countersignature on this letter, you hereby represent and commit to the following 
three points: 

(A) Ultimate adopts the Terms of the AT&T arbitrated agreement for interconnection 
with GTE and in applying the Terms, agrees that Ultimate shall be substituted in 
place of AT&T in the Terms wherever appropriate. 

(B) Ultimate requests I:hat notice to Ultimate as may be required under the Terms shall 
be provided as follows: 

To : The: Ultimate Connection 
Attention: Mr. Thomas Farrell 
23 170 Harborview Road 
Charlotte Harbor, FL 33980 
Telephone number: 941-255-81 I5 

I These “agreements” are not agreements in the generally accepted understanding of that term. GTE was required to 
accept these agreements, which were required to reff ect then-effective FCC rules and other applicable law. 
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2. 

3. 

Ultimate represents and warrants that it is a certified provider of local 
telecommunicatiolns service in the State of Florida, and that its adoption of the 
Terms will cover services in the State of Florida only. 

Ultimate’s adoption of the AT&T arbitrated Terms shall become effective upon GTE’s 
filing of this letter with the Florida Public Service Commission and remain in effect no 
longer than the date the A,T&T arbitrated Terms are terminated. The AT&T arbitrated 
agreement is currently scheduled to expire on July 18,2000. 

As the Terms are being adopted by you pursuant to your statutory rights under section 
252(i), GTE does not provide the Terms to you as either a voluntary or negotiated 
agreement. The filing and performance by GTE of the Terms does not i n  any way 
constitute a waiver by GTE of its position as to the illegality or unreasonableness of the 
Terms or a portion thereof, nor does it constitute a waiver by GTE of all rights and 
remedies it may have to seek review of the Terms, or to petition the Commission, other 
administrative body, or court for reconsideration or reversal of any determination made 
by the Commission pursuant to arbitration in Docket No. 96-0847-TP, or to seek review 
in any way of any provisions included in these Terns as a result of Ultimate’s 252(i) 
election. 

4. On January 25, 1999, the Supreme Court of the United States (“Court”) issued its decision 
on the appeals of the Eighth Circuit’s decision in Zowa Utilities Bourd. Specifically, the 
Supreme Court modified several of the FCC’s and the Eighth Circuit’s rulings regarding 
unbundled network elements and pricing requirements under the Act. A T d T  Corp. v. Zowa 
Utilities Board, No. 97-8;!6, 1999 U.S. LEXIS 903 (1999). Certain provisions uf the 
Terms may be void or unenforceable as a result of the Court’s decision of January 25, 1999 
and the remand of the pricing rules to the United States Eighth Circuit Court of Appeals. 
Moreover, nothing herein shall be construed as or is intended to be a concession or 
admission by either GTE lor Ultimate that any contractual provision required by the 
Commission in Docket No. 96-0847-TP (the AT&T arbitration) or any provision in the 
Terms complies with the rights and duties imposed by the Act, the decision of the FCC and 
the Commissions, the decisions of the courts, or other law, and both GTE and Ultimate 
expressly reserve their fulI right to assert and pursue claims arising from or related to the 
Terms. 

‘ 

5. GTE reserves the right to deny Ultimate’s adoption andor application of the Terms, i n  
whole or in part, at any time: 

when the costs of providing the Terms to Ultimate are greater than the costs of 
providing it to the AT&T; 
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(b) 
(c) 

if the provision 0.F the Terms to Ultimate is not technically feasible; andor 
to the extent Ultimate already has an existing interconnection agreement (or 
existing 252(i) adoption) with GTE and the Terms were approved before the date 
of approval of the: existing interconnection agreement (or the effective date of the 
existing 252(i) adoption). 

6. The provisions of the Terms that might be interpreted to characterize traffic destined for 
Internet as local traffic or requiring the payment of reciprocal compensation are not 
available for adoption. A s  noted above, pursuant to Rule 809, the FCC gave ILECs the 
ability to deny 252(i) adoptions in those instances where the cost of providing the service 
to the requesting carrier i,s higher than that incurred to serve the initial carrier or there is a 
technical incompatibility issue. The issue of reciprocal compensation for traffic destined 
for the Internet falls withh this exception. GTE never intended for Internet traffic 
passing through a telecommunications carrier to be included within the definition of local 
traffic and subject to the corresponding obligation of reciprocal compensation. Despite 
the foregoing, some forurns have required reciprocal compensation to be paid. This 
produces the situation where the cost of providing the service is not cost based. 

7 .  Should Ultimate attempt 'to apply the Terms in a manner that conflicts with paragraphs 3- 
6 above, GTE reserves its rights to seek appropriate legal andor equitable relief. 

Please sign this letter on the space provided below and return it to the undersigned. 

Sincerely, 

GTE Florida Incorporated 
T 

Connie Nicholas 
Assistant Vice President 
Wholesale Marke ts-Interconnecti on 

Reviewed and countersigned as t.0 points A, B,  and C of paragraph 1 :  

The Ultimate Connection, L.C. 
d/b/a The Ultimate Conenction 

(SIGHATCIRE) 

(PRINT NAME) 

c: R. Ragsdale - GTE 
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.<ELLEY DRYE ti WARREN LLP 

C. L I W t T L D  L I A m I L I 1 1  PARTNLAUHIP t Y C C U D I * I a  PROFCSSIONAL A S S O F I * T I O N ~  

I200 lgTH STREET, N.W. 

SUITE 500 

WASHINGTON, O . C .  20036 
- 

(L0.2) 955-S600 

FACS I M 1 LE 

( 2 0 2 )  955-97s2 

BRUSSELS. BELGIUM 

HONG K O N C  

AFFILIATE OFFICES 

BANOKOK, THAILAND 

JAKARTA. !NDONESlA 

MANILA, THE PHILIPPINES 

MUMBAI ,  INDIA 

TOKYO, JAPAN 

April 7,2000 

JONATHAN E. C A N I S  

DIRECT L INE (2021 955-9664 

E-MAIL: jcsnisOkelleyydrye.com 

VIA FEDERAL EXPRESS AND FAX 
Ms. Sherri Sebring 
Mail code E03B56 
600 Hidden Ridge Rd. 
Irving TX 75038 

Re: The Ultimate Corlnection Request to Opt In to GTE/AT&T Interconnection 
Agreement in Florida 

Dear Ms. Sebring: 

On behalf of The Ultimate Connection, L.C., d/b/a The UItimate Connection (“TUC”) I 
am submitting this letter seeking approval of the FIorida Public Service Commission of TUC’s 
adoption of the currently effective interconnection agreement between GTE and AT&T 
Communications of the Southern States, Inc. (“AT&T”). Pursuant to written and oral 
communications between representatives of GTE and TUC, we ask that you submit this letter 
seeking approval of adoption, along with a similar letter from GTE, to the Commission for 
approval. 

By this letter, TUC seeks adoption pursuant to Section 252(i) of the federal 
Communications Act of the interconnection agreement between GTE and AT&T for the State of 
Florida, which was approved by the Commission in Docket No. 96-0847-TP. TUC seeks to opt 
in to the full agreement, includipp any amendments or modifications that constitute the currently 
effective agreement between GTE and AT&T. TUC adopts this agreement in its entirety, 
without any additional amendment or modification not contained in the currentiy effective 
GTE/AT&T agreement. 

TUC requests that notice to TUC as may be required under the terms of the 
interconnection agreement shall be provided as follows: 



n 

KELLEY DRYE & WARREN LLP 

The Ultimate Connection 
Attention: Mr. Thomas Farrell 
23 170 Harborview Road 
Charlotte Harbor, FL 33980 
Phone: 941-25581 15 

The TUC/GTE intercomiection agreement shall become effective upon GTE's filing of 
this letter with the Florida Public Service Commission and shal remain in effect no longer than 
the date the AT&T/GTE interconnection agreement is terminated. That agreement is currently 
scheduled to expire on July 18,:lOOO. 

TUC's adoption of this interconnection agreement does not affect any rights TUC has to 
negotiate or arbitrate amendments to this agreement, or successor agreements; or to adopt a 
replacement agreement. In adopting this agreement, TUC does not waive any of its rights or 
remedies under the Comrnunica1.ions Act, or the rules, decisions or administrative processes of 
the Florida Public Service Commission, the Federal Communications Commission, or any other 
body of competent jurisdiction. 

Please direct any questions regarding this letter to the undersigned. Thank you for your 
attention to this matter. 

Sincerely, 

c 
cc: Tom Farrell (TUC) 

Ann Lowrey (GTE) 

Counsel to The Ultimate Connection 

L 1 
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- CERiTlFlCATE OF SERVICE 

I HEREBY CERTIFY that a copy of GTE Florida Incorporated's Petition For 

Approval of Section 252(i) Adoption of the Terms of the Interconnection Agreement 

Between AT&T Communicatisns of the Southern States, lnc. and GTE Florida 

Incorporated by The Ultimate Clonnection, L.C. d/b/a The Ultimate Connection was sent 

via overnight delivery on June 19,2000 to: 

Staff Counsel 
Floridma Public Service Commission 

254,O Shurnard Oak Boulevard 
Tallahassee, FL 32399-0850 

l h e  Ultimate Connection 
Attention: Thomas Farrell, President 

231 70 Harborview Road 
Charlotte Harbor, FL 33980 

Enrico Soriano, Esq. 
Kelley Drya & Warren, LLP 

1200 19* Street, N.W., Suite 500 
Washington, DC 20036 


































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































