Subj:  Utility Probe Widens to Lee Board
Date: 6/20/00 6:35:53 AM Pacific Daylight Time
From: Crabfishes

To: TVanLeuv@psc.state.f.us 00 rn 22 I o e
CC: LBEEK, jbrubake@psc.state.fi.us o o 29
CC: examiner@cyberstreet.com NIV TNy

CC.: jfenton@fortmyer.gannett.com v
CC: Imelsek@news-press.com, nbc2news@nbc-2.com

CC: winknews @winktv.com

BCC: SCOTLANDSO, Violetag21, WayneKirk, Jdizone

BCC: jimjoanr@webtv.net

19808 Frenchman's Court
North Fort Myers, FL 33803

Mr. Tyler Van Leuven

Staff Attomey

Florida Public Senice Commission
2540 Shumard QOak Boulevard
Tallahassee, FL 32399-0850

June 20, 2000 Docket 000277 W-S

Dear Mr. Van Leuven:

I'm not sure that you have heeded my suggestion and downloaded The News Press on a regular basis. In any event | am

forwarding copies of two articles that appeared in yesterday's edition (June 19, 2000) to RAR in order that they may become
part of the record in Docket 000277 W-S.

In addition to the readily apparent collusive relationships between Mr. French, Mr. Garner, NFMU and MHC, there have
been added (publicly) a new collection of miscreants. The FBI, the Lee County Sheriffs detectives and the Clerk of Court are
now investigating and auditing ALL FIVE LEE COUNTY COMMISSIONERS. All of them have been subpoenaed to determine
if there was any "unfawful compensation given during the utility deals”. Also mentioned was a Tallahassee utility
attomey, Bill Sundstrom. |s this person a partner of Rose, Sundstrom and Bentley, the employers of Martin Friedman? The
Martin Friedman who is representing MHC (FFEC-Six) and NFMU. s this a conflict of interest, is it a sweetheart deal, or is it
some kind of PSC giveaway? Hopefully these investigations will be widened beyond the Buccaneer fiasco, and extend to
include the Pine Lakes and Lake Fairways 60 million dollar scam and maybe even the Florida Public Service Commission.
Are you aware of any dealings with Mr. French or Mr. Gamer?

When | characterized your copying of your correspondence to me, to Martin Friedman, as unconscionable 1 did not realize
that there was a sinister component to it. Regardiess of the PSC's obvious effort to deny me status as a "party of record," |
will continue my own efforts to prevent the Lee County Commissioners from purchasing NFMU for 60 million dollars and
dividing the spoils among the unscrupulous lawyers and Commissioners already uncovered and those yet to be revealed!
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Very truly yours, . . OAF —— | g N
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Alexander William Varga g?g — L} -
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CC: Leon Beekman - President, Pine Lakes Estates Home Owners Association, Inc. Eé’g —_— i N

Jennifer Brubaker - Staff Attomey PSC opc LW

Charles H. Liedtke - Publisher, Lee County Examiner PAI — o~

Joe Fenton - Editor, The News Press RGO oD

Lee Melsek - The News Press SEC | 2

nbcnews @nbc-2.com SER -
winknews @winktv.com OTH -
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Attachments Enclosed (2)

The News Press - June 19, 2000 "Utility probe widens to Lee board".
The News Press - June 18, 2000 "Inquiry focuses on county role in utility deals, lobbyist interaction".
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Subpoenas seek
commissioners’
financial records

By LEE MELSEK

The News-Press

Criminal investigators have
subpoenaed the financial
records of Lee County's five
commissioners, intensifying
their probe of county utility
deals and some ot the people
involved in them.

FBI agents and Lee County
sheriff’s detectives are invesu-
gating the money flow created
by the countv's ambitious. mul-

private water and sewer com-
panies.

In a separate investigation,
county auditors already ques-
tion some of the fees in the util-
ity deals and the way in which
the money was doled out to
lawyers and consultants.

Investigators want financial
records tracking bank
aecounts, trusts and other
investments to determine if
there was any unlawful com-
pensation given during the util-
itv deals.

Associations between com-
missioners. their tup execu-
tives and prominent  Fort
Mvers lobbyist James Garner,

-

who has
played major
roles for big
fees in some of
the utility
deals, also are
a focus of the

investigation.
Investiga- 4
tors and audi- GARNER
tors already
interviewed Garner.
Commissioners, who said

they’'ve done nothing wrong,
said last week thevve been
told not to talk about the sub-
poenas.

“That is supposed 1o be con-
fidential,” said Commission
Chairman John Albion, when

MONDAY, JUNE 19, 2000

asked about his subpoena.
“You are putting me in an awk-
ward position. Anything they
have asked for we have cooper-
ated fully.”

Commissioner Ray Judah,
who, like Albion, is seeking re-
election this fall, acknowl-
edged receiving a subpoena
but refused to talk about it.

“f can't discuss what it was
for,” he said.

Commissioner Andy Coy
said he was told not to discuss
the subpoenas.

Commissioner  Doug St
Cerny said he would not dis-
cuss anything to do with the
investigation.

Efforts

to reach
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Utility probe widens to

timillion-dollar plans to buy’



UTILITY: County’s practices criticized

érom Page 1A

Works Director J. W. French on June
§ after French admitted he failed to
gveal his knowledge of a possible
arner conflict of interest in a
$60 million utility deal.
; Commissioners ultimately can-
eeled the deal because of the ethical
§uestions Garner’s role raised.
Garner and two of his employees
wanted a fee of $825,000 if the deal
was completed.
: Garner represented North Fort
Myers Utility when he began negoti-
ating on behalf of the county to buy
the utility. The Florida Bar is investi-
gating Garner's role.
- Federal and sheriff’s investigators
also are keeping a close eye on
emerging audit findings.
- Auditors for Lee County Clerk of
Courts Charlie Green have spent
weeks looking at county utility deals
with lobbyists and some of their
¢lients.
- Stilwell asked the auditors to
determine if French, who supervised
the deals, did anything wrong.
+ Auditors already are criticizing
some of the county's practices in
those deals.

Parts of their report will criticize
French and the county utility depart-
ment when a portion of their investi-
gation is completed this week.

Among other things, Green and
his auditors have wondered aloud
who was protecting the taxpayers
during some of the utility deals.

Green told Stilwell as much when
they met two weeks ago to deliver
preliminary findings from his audit.

Stilwell said he will not answer
any more questions about the utility
deals until the auditors’ investigation
is finished. )

He reversed himself last week
when suspending French after
spending weeks defending his public
works director.

The entire criminal investigation
has triggered insinuations of dirty
politics.

Stilwell suggested recently he
thinks it's no coincidence sheriff’s
agents were assigned to begin their
investigation at the same time
Sheriff John McDougall was waging
an intense budget battle with him
and commissioners.

Stilwell has repeatedly been a
thorn in McDougall's side in the
sheriff’s attempts to get millions of

dollars more in his budget each year.

McDougall won’t discuss the
investigation but said earlier he
ordered his agents to look intosques-
tions raised in stories about the
county utility deals. He said his bud-
get battles have nothing to do with
the investigation.

Federal law enforcement officials,
who have no stake in the county’s
budget. are helping sheriff’s agents.

Commissioner Albion said the
investigation can’t help but affect
county government, especially
employees who have to assemble the
thousands of pages ot documents
investigators want.

“People have to spend time going
through files and wondering what's
going on. It takes up employees’ time
and energy,” Albion said. “And it
puts more of an emphasis on getting
things right.

“Instead of checking something
once or twice, they start checking it
five or six times. It’s all a black hole
out there. I have no idea where they
are with this thing.”

— Contact Lee Melsek at 335-G386 or
Imelsek( news-press.com.
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