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BEFORE THE 
FLORIDA PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION 

DOCKET NO. 001109-TI 

I n  the  M a t t e r  o f  

I N I T I A T I O N  OF SHOW CAUSE 
DROCEEDINGS AGAINST WEBNET 
:OMMUNICATIONS, INC. FOR APPARENT 

LOCAL, LOCAL TOLL, AND TOLL 
PROVIDER SELECTION. 

VIOLATION OF RULE 25-4.118, F.A.C.,  

/ 

ELECTRONIC VERSIONS OF T H I S  TRANSCRIPT ARE 
A CONVENIENCE COPY ONLY AND ARE NOT 

THE OFFIC IAL  TRANSCRIPT OF THE HEARING, 
THE .PDF VERSION INCLUDES PREFILED TESTIMONY. 
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PREHEARING CONFERENCE 

COMMISSIONER BRAULIO L. BAEZ 
P r e h e a r i n g  O f f i ce r  

Monday, October 8, 2001 

Commenced a t  9:30 a.m. 
C o n c l u d e d  a t  9:47 a.m. 

B e t t y  E a s l  ey C o n f e r e n c e  C e n t e r  
Room 148 
4075 E s p l a n a d e  Way 
Tallahassee, F l o r i d a  
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\PPEARANCES : 

LOUBNA HADDAD, The Helein Law Group, P.C. ,  8180 

ireensboro Drive, Sui te  700, Mcl ean, V i  r g i  n i  a 22102, appeari ng 

in behal f  o f  WebNet Communications, Inc.  

WAYNE KNIGHT and MARTHA CARTER BROWN, F lor ida Public 

i e r v i  ce Commi ss i  on, D i v i  s i  on o f  Legal Services , 2540 Shumard 

Iak Boulevard, Tallahassee, F lor ida 32399-0870, appearing on 

ieha l f  o f  the Commission S t a f f .  

FLORIDA PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION 
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P R O C E E D I N G S  

COMMISSIONER BAEZ: C a l l  t h i  s preheari ng t o  order. 

Counsel, can you read the notice? 

MR. KNIGHT: Notice was given on September 21, 2001, 

i n  Docket Number 001109-TI, i n i t i a t i o n  o f  show cause 

proceedings against WebNet Communications, Incorporated f o r  

apparent v i o l a t i o n  o f  Rule 25-4.118, F.A.C., l oca l ,  loca l  t o l l ,  

and t o l l  provider selection, t h a t  a prehearing would be heard 

a t  t h i s  time and place f o r  the purpose set f o r t h  i n  the not ice.  

COMMISSIONER BAEZ: Thank you. We' l l  take 

appearances. 

Ms. Haddad. 

MS. HADDAD: Yes. Loubna Haddad w i t h  the Helein Law 

Group representing WebNet Communications, Incorporated. 

MR. KNIGHT: Wayne Knight on behalf o f  the Commission 

and Commission S t a f f .  

MS. BROWN: Martha Carter Brown representing the 

Commi ss i  on. 

COMMISSIONER BAEZ: Okay. Thank you. Anyone e l  se? 

No. 

A l l  r i g h t .  Prel iminary matters. We s t i l l  haven't  

ru led formal ly on the teleconference motion, but I'll go ahead 

and grant t h a t  now, i f  you want t o  show t h a t  motion granted. 

MS. HADDAD: Thank you. 

MR. KNIGHT: Okay. 

FLORIDA PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION 
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COMMISSIONER BAEZ: That 's a l l  I have f o r  

prel iminary. Do you have anything e l  se? 

MR. KNIGHT: No. We had an issue on the issues tha t  

I t h ink  we should ra ise  a t  the time. 

COMMISSIONER BAEZ: You want t o  ra i se  i t  now? Okay. 

MR. KNIGHT: We can o r  when we get t o  i t , whichever 

you prefer.  

COMMISSIONER BAEZ: Ms. Haddad? 

MS. HADDAD: Yes. 

COMMISSIONER BAEZ: This should be r e l a t i v e l y  quick. 

Do you have a copy o f  the d r a f t  prehearing order? 

MS. HADDAD: Yes, s i r ,  I do. 

COMMISSIONER BAEZ: What I want t o  do i s  t o  t r y  and 

get a t  l eas t  most o f  the noncontroversial s t u f f  out  o f  the way. 

So i f  you have any comments on a section, you know, we can go 

by section on the order, but  I ' m  assuming what Mr. Knight i s  

re fe r r i ng  t o  i s  some question w i t h  the  actual issues. So you 

t e l l  me i f  you have any changes leading up t o  the basic 

posi ti ons . 
MS. HADDAD: Actual ly ,  I ' m  sorry, I ' m  look ing through 

my f i l e s  now. The prehearing order, I bel ieve I do not,  

unfortunately, have a copy o f  t h a t .  I ' m  not sure exac t ly  what 

i t  i s .  I had the not ice s e t t i n g  the  hearing. 

something e lse t h a t  you're r e f e r r i n g  to?  

I s  there 

COMMISSIONER BAEZ: You should have a d r a f t  

FLORIDA PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION 
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wehearing order and - - 
MR. KNIGHT: I bel ieve we e-mailed a d r a f t  prehearing 

wder . 
COMMISSIONER BAEZ: Did you receive an e-mail 

?ecently? 

MS. HADDAD: No, s i r ,  I d i d  not. 

COMMISSIONER BAEZ: Fourteen pages. 

MS. HADDAD: No, I d i d  not. 

Wayne, when was t h a t  e-mailed? 

MR. KNIGHT: I bel ieve i t  was Thursday. 

MS. HADDAD: Okay. Yeah, I d i d  not receive anything. 

COMMISSIONER BAEZ: Do want t o  take - -  we can take a 

:oup e o f  minutes i f  you want t o  go back t o  your o f f i c e  and 

:heck j u s t  t o  make sure t h a t  nothing has come i n  i n  the 

neanti me. 

MS. HADDAD: Right. Actual ly ,  I am s i t t i n g  r i g h t  a t  

the computer. 

COMMISSIONER BAEZ: I s  there anywhere e lse tha t  you 

vould need t o  go t o  confirm t h a t  you d i d n ' t  receive t h i s ?  I ' m  

:rying t o  give you a chance so we don ' t  have t o  - - 
MS. HADDAD: No, I understand and I appreciate it. 

[ ' m  j u s t  t r y i n g  t o  th ink .  

Wayne, you sa id i t  was e-mailed, o r  could i t  have 

ioss ib ly  been faxed? 

MR. KNIGHT: It could possibly have been faxed, but 

FLORIDA PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION 
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I ' m  p r e t t y  sure we d i d  i t  on Thursday. 

MS. HADDAD: Okay. 

MR. KNIGHT: But we can e-mail her a copy or fax her 

a copy i n  a minute. 

COMMISSIONER BAEZ: Can we take - -  l e t ' s  j u s t  take a 

b r i e f  recess so tha t  S t a f f  can send you a copy. 

I would appreciate tha t .  MS. HADDAD: 

MR. KNIGHT: Ms. Haddad? 

MS. HADDAD: Yes. 

MR. KNIGHT: I f  I could have your fax number again. 

MS. HADDAD: I t ' s  (703) 714-1330. 

COMMISSIONER BAEZ: A l l  r i g h t .  We're i n  recess. 

(B r ie f  recess. ) 

COMMISSIONER BAEZ: Ms. Haddad, have you received the 

iearing order? 

MS. HADDAD: Yes, I have. Thank you. 

chance t o  review 

j r a f t  pre 

COMMISSIONER BAEZ: Have you had a 

I am i n  the 

it a t  a l l ?  

MS. HADDAD: I have - - 
*eviewing it. 

COMMISSIONER BAEZ: Ok 

;hink the way we want t o  proceed 

process o f  

y. As I wa saying e a r l i L r ,  I 

i s  t o  t r y  and get whatever 

:hanges need t o  be made t o  the posi t ions,  and you can have an 

ippor tun i ty  t o  make changes t o  your pos i t ions i f  you see i t  

iecessary. I th ink  - -  where I t h ink  Mr. Knight was leading t o  

FLORIDA PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION 
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before we went off the record was an issue or a concern over 
the issues t h a t  have been raised. So what I would like t o  do 

is  t o  get past  the f i r s t  six sections, those six Roman 
Numerals, on the draft. 

MS. HADDAD: Right .  

COMMISSIONER BAEZ: T h a t  ' s pretty much standard 
language. 
although I will give you ample chance t o ,  you know, review i t  a 
l i t t l e  more. And you can raise t h a t  even after the prehearing, 
i f  absolutely necessary. B u t  I want t o  focus on Section V I I .  

I d o n ' t  believe there should be any question, 

MS. HADDAD: That's fine. I have no objection t o  
t h a t .  One quick question I would have is  just, I guess, more 
of a procedural question please - -  

COMMISSIONER BAEZ: Sure. 
MS. HADDAD: - -  which is  w i t h  regards t o  any 

posthearing statements. 
COMMISSIONER BAEZ: Yes. 
MS. HADDAD: Typically, when would t h a t  be due? 
MR. KNIGHT: When you say "posthearing statements" - -  
COMMISSIONER BAEZ: The posthearing procedure. I 

nean, they're going t o  get - - 
MR. KNIGHT: We would issue a posthearing order 

d i t h i n  the week. 
MS. HADDAD: Okay. Thank you. 

MR. KNIGHT: We would w a i t  for the transcript of the 

FLORIDA PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION 
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proceeding and then issue - -  
COMMISSIONER BAEZ: I s  there a f i l i n g  on show cause 

dockets tha t  the company gets t o  make p r i o r  t o  the order? 

MR. KNIGHT: Only the - -  okay. Are we - -  
COMMISSIONER BAEZ: She's asking about the 

posthearing statement. Ms. Haddad; i s  t h a t  correct? 

MS. HADDAD: That ' s correct .  

COMMISSIONER BAEZ: I th ink  you can f i n d  i t  i n  

Section I V .  

MS. HADDAD: Right. I was j u s t  - -  
COMMISSIONER BAEZ: But there w i l l  be - - there 's  

going t o  be, a f t e r  the  hearing, discussion as t o  what the  

posthearing dates and the time l i n e s  - -  
MR. KNIGHT: Right. We ant ic ipa te  some o f  those 

changi ng . 
MS. HADDAD: Okay. Thank you. 

COMMISSIONER BAEZ: You w i l l  have ample notice, 

Ms. Haddad. 

MS. HADDAD: Thank you. 

COMMISSIONER BAEZ: Okay. Moving on t o  Section V I I .  

Mr. Knight, you had raised some issue on the basic - -  I ' m  

sorry, on the issues and posi t ions.  That 's  Section V I I I .  I 

apol ogi ze. 

MR. KNIGHT: Right. Actual ly ,  WebNet i n  t h e i r  

prehearing statement had ra ised several addi t ional  issues which 

FLORIDA PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION 
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had no t  been discussed a t  the issue I D  i n  t h i s  matter. And we 

recognize they c e r t a i n l y  have the - -  are able t o  r a i s e  

addi t ional  issues through t h i s  prehearing conference. However, 

a t  the  issue I D ,  we d i d  take some time t o  t r y  and frame the  

issues broadly enough so that  any concerns tha t  WebNet had 

could be addressed w i t h i n  the framework o f  the  two issues as 

phrased. And we fee l  t h a t  the  addi t ional  issues t h a t  WebNet 

has ra ised are, i n  essence, subsumed by those two issues. 

Essent ia l ly ,  they are pos i t ions  on those two issues o r ,  i n  

essence, answers t o  concerns ra ised by those two issues. 

COMMISSIONER BAEZ: Ms. Haddad. 

MS. HADDAD: Yes. I ' m  assuming t h a t  what Mr. Knight 

i s  r e f e r r i n g  t o  i s  the addi t ional  issues t h a t  were ra ised under 

the question o f  f a c t  section. And I would have no object ion i f  

Mr. Knight and everyone was i n  concurrence t h a t  we can amend t o  

include the discussion o f  those issues w i t h i n  the  i n i t i a l  

issues t h a t  were - - t h a t  have a1 ready - - the i n i t i a l  questions 

o f  issues t h a t  have already been established. 

COMMISSIONER BAEZ : R i  ght  . Ms. Haddad, here ' s t he  

way I ' m  look ing a t  it, and l e t ' s  see i f  we can - -  i f  our minds 

are meeting on t h i s .  Some o f  t he  - -  the  addi t ional  issues t h a t  

WebNet has ra ised seem t o  me t o  f a l l  more o f  a character o f  

elements t o  the  f i r s t  o r  something t h a t  you would o f f e r  up on a 

factual  basis i n  order t o  prove up your responses o f  your 

pos i t ions on Issue, i s  it, 1, I bel ieve? 

FLORIDA PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION 
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MR. KNIGHT: Correct. 

MS. HADDAD: Right. 

COMMISSIONER BAEZ: So what I hear you saying i s  t ha t  

you're not - - you would have no object ion t o  even subsuming 

those pos i t ions  under Issue 1 so t h a t  what i s  remaining i s  

Issue 1 and 1B. I s  t ha t  - -  
MR. KNIGHT: Correct. 

MS. HADDAD: That 's correct ,  yes. And I w i l l  say f o r  

the record t h a t  essen t ia l l y  p a r t  o f  i t  may have been a 

:onfusion on my par t  as t o  procedure-wise what could be ra ised 

md what could not be raised. And I assume t h a t  under the  

2lements where we're t o  ind ica te  questions o f  f ac t ,  t h a t  i t  was 

something t h a t  d i d  not necessar i ly  have t o  be w i t h i n  the  scope 

i f  the issues o f  l a w  tha t  had already been agreed t o .  

thought i t  was a separate matter. 

l o t  exac t ly  t he  case. And I have no object ion to ,  as you 

indicated, subsuming those i n t o  Issue 1A. 

I 

I understand now t h a t  t h a t ' s  

COMMISSIONER BAEZ: Very we l l .  And you ' re  correct .  

[ t h ink  you ' re  going t o  have ample opportuni ty t o  s ta te  your 

i os i t i ons  t h a t  you've stated i n  add i t ion  t o  those which you've 

i l ready ou t l i ned  i n  Issues 1. You're going t o  get t o  r o l l  a l l  

i f  tha t  i n .  

MS. HADDAD: Okay. 

COMMISSIONER BAEZ: So f o r  our purposes now, l e t  the 

irehearing order show t h a t  I guess i t ' s  addi t ional  issues from 

FLORIDA PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION 
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? through the end, t h a t  those issues are - - I don ' t  want t o  say 

they're s t r icken necessarily, but  they ' re  withdrawn i n  favor o f  

the more general issues t h a t  remain. 

MR. KNIGHT: Right. And WebNet has prof fered 

testimony regarding those addi t ional  issues a1 ready, so i t  

vould not be a problem. 

COMMISSIONER BAEZ: Very we1 1. 

MS. HADDAD: Okay. So they w i l l  be withdrawn f o r  the 

iurposes o f  t h i s  document, but  then WebNet s t i l l  has the 

j b i l i t y  t o  ra ise  those issues a t  the hearing. 

COMMISSIONER BAEZ: You're not waiving your r i g h t  t o  

naise those facts  as p a r t  o f  your posi t ions on the issues t h a t  

nemai n. 

MS. HADDAD: Okay. Thank you. 

COMMISSIONER BAEZ: Great. Now t h a t  we got t h a t  out 

I f  the  way, l e t ' s  move along. Are there any changes t o  the  

2xhib i t  l i s t  on Section I X ?  

Ms. Haddad, I r e a l i z e  t h a t  you're look ing a t  t h i s  

)robably f o r  the f i r s t  t ime, so i f  you need some time t o  look 

iver  the e x h i b i t  l i s t  and what have you, w e ' l l  a l low you tha t .  

MS. HADDAD: Thank you. I appreciate i t , but I ' v e  

lad a chance t o  look a t  it, and we have no changes or  

3ddi t ions .  

COMMISSIONER BAEZ: Very we1 1. S t a f f .  

MR. KNIGHT: No, we have none. 

FLORIDA PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION 
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COMMISSIONER BAEZ: I see there 's  no - -  we don ' t  have 

any pending motions or pending con f iden t ia l i t y ,  so I think 

we're p r e t t y  much set. Are we? 

MR. KNIGHT: We are. 

COMMISSIONER BAEZ: Okay. Great. Ms. Haddad, I want 

t o  thank you. 

MS. HADDAD: Thank you. And thank you f o r  al lowing 

me the opportuni ty t o  i n v i t e  by telephone. I appreciate it. 

COMMISSIONER BAEZ: We're glad t o  help. 

MS. HADDAD: Thank you. 

COMMISSIONER BAEZ: We are adjourned. 

(Hearing concludes a t  9:47 p.m.1 
- - - I -  
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