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BEFORE THE FLORIDA PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION



In re:  Petition of Progress Energy  Florida  for  approval of  revised  Underground Residential Distribution tariffs.






Docket No. 031122-EI

Submitted for filing:

March 17, 2004

AMENDED PETITION


Progress Energy Florida, Inc. (Progress Energy or the Company), pursuant to Rule 25-6.078, F.A.C., hereby amends and restates its petition filed in this matter on December 22, 2003, and requests that the Florida Public Service Commission (the Commission) approve the revised tariff sheets, as hereby amended, contained in the attached Exhibit A.  These tariff sheets comprise Progress Energy’s Underground Residential Distribution (URD) policy established pursuant to Commission Rule 25-6.078, as set forth in Part XI of the Company’s tariff Rules and Regulations Governing Electric Service.  The revisions contained in these tariff sheets consist of updated URD charges based on the differential between the cost of overhead and underground facilities, as well as other minor revisions described below.  Exhibit B provides the revised and amended tariff sheets in legislative format, showing the revisions to the currently effective tariff sheets.


This amended petition presents the results of recent improvements in modeling the costs of overhead and underground distribution facilities installed in the Commission’s three standard subdivision layouts that better reflect the Company’s actual design, engineering and construction practices.  These modeling improvements were developed in response to discussions with Staff regarding the practices reflected in the Company’s original filing.  The resulting changes consist of revised URD differential charges in Section 11.03(2)(b) on Tariff Sheet No. 4.113 in Exhibits A and B, on Schedules 1-3, and 5-10 in Exhibit C, and in the explanation of changes for Section 11.03(2)(b) in Exhibit D.  All pages in the exhibits that contain changes from the original filing are marked “Revised 3/2/04” in the upper right corner.  


In support of its amended petition, Progress Energy states as follows.


Introduction
1.
Progress Energy is a public utility subject to the regulatory jurisdiction of the Commission pursuant to Chapter 366, Florida Statutes.  The Companys principal place of business is located at 100 Central Avenue, St. Petersburg, Florida 33701.

2.
All notices, pleadings and correspondence required to be served on the petitioner should be directed to:

James A. McGee, Esquire

Post Office Box 14042

St. Petersburg, FL 33733-4042

Facsimile:  (727) 820-5519

Email:  james.mcgee@pgnmail.com

For express private courier deliveries, the street address and zip code in paragraph 1 above should be used.

Discussion

3.
The updated URD differential charges shown on the revised tariff sheets contained in Exhibit A have been calculated in accordance with Commission Rule 25-6.078.  Exhibit C includes schedules from Form PSC/EAG 13, Overhead/Underground Residential Differential Cost Data, which provides the underlying data and analyses supporting Progress Energy’s URD charges, as specified by Rule 25-6.078.

4.
The proposed URD charges for typical subdivision lots are contained in Subsection 11.03(2)(a) of Progress Energy’s tariff rules and regulations, which have both increased and decreased compared to the current charges established in 2001.  The proposed charges have increased from $289 to $350, or 21.1%, for the 210-lot low density typical subdivision; and from $117 to $130, or 11.1%, for the 176-lot high density, gang metered typical subdivision.  The proposed URD charges have decreased from $267 to $224, or 16.1%, for a 176-lot high density, individually metered typical subdivision.  Other updated URD charges for three-phase conductors, customer trenching credits, and new and converted service laterals, are contained in Subsections 11.03(2)(b) and (c), 11.04(2)(a), and 11.05(4), respectively.  Most of these updated charges are lower than the current charges, although several experienced moderate increases.  A summary of the reasons for each of the changes from the current URD charges is provided in Exhibit D.

Other Tariff Revisions

5.
In addition to updating the URD differential charges, Subsection 11.03(2)(a), Schedule of Charges, has been revised to clarify that the stated “point of delivery” charges apply to each dwelling unit.  For example, where several meters are served by a single service lateral, the revision will make clear that the charge applies to each individual dwelling unit, irrespective of how service is provided.

6.
Revisions to Subsections 11.04(2)(a) and 11.05(4), Contribution by Applicant, increase the maximum length of service laterals to which the standard “per foot” charge is applicable from 200 feet to 300 feet.  Because service laterals that exceed the stated maximum length require specific, case-by-case cost estimates, increasing this maximum length reduces the number of these case-specific estimates.  This benefits customers falling within the new maximum by providing easily determined costs without the delay of obtaining case-specific estimates, and benefits the Company by reducing the number of these cost estimates it must perform, thus saving time and manpower.

7.
The various revisions to Sections 11.03, 11.04 and 11.05 addressed above affect three of the seven tariff sheets in Part XI, the URD section of the Company’s tariff, i.e., Sheets 4.113, 4.114 and 4.115.  Exhibits A and B also include the remaining four tariff sheets in Part XI, Sheets 4.110, 4.111, 4.112, and

4.116, which have been revised only to reflect the change in the Company’s name and logo.


WHEREFORE, Progress Energy respectfully requests that the Commission grant this amended petition and approve the revised and amended URD tariff sheets contained in Exhibit A hereto..


Respectfully submitted,



__________________________________



James A. McGee



Associate General Counsel



Progress Energy Service Company, LLC



Post Office Box 14042



St. Petersburg, Florida  33733-4042



Telephone: 727-820-5184



Facsimile:  727-820-5519



Email: james.mcgee@pgnmail.com


Attorney for



Progress Energy Florida, Inc.

EXHIBIT  A


REVISED URD TARIFF SHEETS

Nos. 4.110 through 4.116



EXHIBIT  B


REVISED URD TARIFF SHEETS

Nos. 4.110 through 4.116

(Legislative Format)


EXHIBIT  C


DEVELOPMENT OF UPDATED URD COSTS

Schedules from Form PSC/EAG 13


EXHIBIT  D


SUMMARY OF REASONS FOR CHANGES

IN UPDATED URD CHARGES
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