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Please state your name.

Becky Ayech.

Where do you live?

421 Verna Road, Sarasota, FLL 34240.

What organization are you a member of?

The Environmental Confederation of Southwest Florida.

How long have you been a member?

Over 40 years.

What is your position in the organization?

President.

What is your source of income?

Social Security income.

Are you a customer of FPL? If so, for how long?

Unfortunately, yes. I have been a customer for about 48 years.

What do you think of FPL?

I do not like FPL at all. Over the years, FPL has become less interested in
providing quality service to its customers. In the past, meter readers would come
to my house, and I would be able to ask them questions. Since the meter readers
became remote, [ have no longer had direct interactions with representatives
from FPL. When problems arise, I usually have to reach out to FPL numerous
times before it resolves the issue. For example, when my transformer was
spilling coolant, I had to reach out to the Public Service Commission again and
again before it cleaned up the hazardous waste. In the past, I would experience
brownouts at my home every evening because there wasn’t enough electricity in

the area where I live. FPL has cut my power without telling me in advance,
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which risks the wellbeing of my farm animals. I rely on an electric pump to get
water on my property; therefore, when FPL cuts my power without telling me, I
am not able to prepare by filling containers of water for my animals in advance.
FPL often does not fulfill its promises. When I expressed to FPL that it overly
damaged the trees it cut when it installed its power lines, FPL told me that it
would install the power lines underground. However, FPL never did this.
Overall, FPL has not been adequately responsive to the issues I face relating to
electricity provision. Most recently, I had to call FPL about a branch that was on
the powerline to my home. It took three phone calls to even get anybody to
respond. I find it disconcerting that they put commercials on television regarding
the solar and nuclear they are going to use, and other potential sources that will
allegedly reduce the cost of my electricity. Yet I have never seen the cost of my
electricity reduced.

How much does your FPL bill usually cost each month?

It costs around $135, and I don’t even have air conditioning.

How do you feel about the current price you are paying for your electric
utility?

The current price I pay is already too much. I have taken every practice and
precaution to try to keep my electric bill low—I don’t even use air conditioning
or central heat on my property. My base rate charge in 2012 for the first 1000
kWh was $0.03907 and over 1000 kWh was $0.04907. Now, even before the rate
hike, the base energy charge is $0.07164 for the first 1000 kWh and $0.08170 for
over 1000 kWh. I still have not begun any significant electricity-consuming

practices on my property.
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Based on information provided by FPL, the base rate for electricity is
projected to increase by about 22.5% by 2027. How would this rate increase
impact you?

I am on a fixed Social Security income, which certainly would not increase by
22.5% even over the next decade or two. My electricity not only provides lights
and powers my appliances, but also provides my drinking water through an
electric pump on my well. My well not only provides water for myself and my
husband but is also the sole source of water for my 32 sheep, 8 chickens, 2 cats,
and my dog. If my rate was to increase by 22.5%, it would place an inordinate
burden on me and my lifestyle and jeopardize me and my husband's health,
safety and welfare as well as my animals’.

As a Floridian, are you concerned about climate change?

Yes. I have grown crops for many years and have noticed that the climate is
getting hotter and dryer. Because of this, the growing season is shorter, which
means that there is less of an opportunity to grow crops. This year was the worst
yet.

Based on information provided by FPL, part of this rate increase includes
approximately 230 million dollars for upgrades to its generating fleet,
including its existing fossil fuel plants. Do you believe this will have an
impact on the climate?

Yes. Continuing to fund gas power plants will contribute to global warming, and
FPL knows that too.

In light of that, how do you feel about contributing your own money to those
projects through your FPL bill?

I feel as though I am being robbed. I do not want to pay for FPL’s continued
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investment in power-generating plants that will significantly contribute to climate
change, which adversely affects me.

What organization are you speaking on behalf of?

The Environmental Confederation of Southwest Florida.

How would FPL’s proposed rate increase impact the members of your
organization? How do you know?

Many members of ECOSWF are customers of FPL. Some of the individual
members, like me, would not be able to afford the rate increase. 1 know
ECOSWF members will be affected because I talk to them.

Is your organization concerned about climate change?

Yes. ECOSWEF is concerned about protecting Southwest Florida’s natural
resources, like water, soil, and flora and fauna, which climate change
significantly harms.

Based on information provided by FPL, part of this rate increase will pay
upgrades to FPL’s fossil fleet. Does your organization believe this will have
an impact on the climate?

Yes. ECOSWF believes that such power plants will contribute to climate change.
What is the mission of your organization?

The mission of ECOSWF is to conserve, maintain, and protect the air, water,
soil, wildlife, historic and architecturally significant structures, flora and fauna,
and other natural resources of Southwest Florida, the State of Florida and of the
United States of America.

How is the purpose of your organization being served by participating in

this proceeding?
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By participating in this proceeding, ECOSWF can help combat investments in
fossil-fuel generation, which contributes to climate change. Climate change alters
the very nature of Florida, starting with the soil, where microbes and fungi have
adapted over millennia to certain climate patterns. The adverse effects on these
organisms then impact living things up the food chain, all of which form part of
Florida’s natural resources. This is just one example of how climate change is
negatively affecting Southwest Florida’s natural resources, which ECOSWF
seeks to protect. Given the adverse impacts on Florida’s natural resources, the
members of ECOSWF do not want to pay for continued fossil-fuel generation
because it runs counter to the purpose of our organization.

What does ECOSWF’s membership consist of?

We have member organizations and individual members.

How many of those would you estimate are FPL customers?

Probably about 70% of members are FPL customers.

How do you know that most of your members are FPL customers?

I ask members from different counties if they are FPL customers, which tells me
whether other members in those particular counties are FPL customers.

Will a substantial number of your organization’s members be substantially
affected by the Commission’s decision in this proceeding? How do you
know?

Yes. Many members of ECOSWF are customers of FPL and will have to pay
much more for their electricity if the base rate is increased. If the Commission
approves FPL’s rate increase, it will allow FPL to increase its contribution to
greenhouse gas emissions, which will worsen the impacts of climate change that

ECOSWF members are already experiencing.
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How is the subject matter of this proceeding within your organization’s
general scope of interest and activity?

ECOSWF does not support investments in fossil-fuel generation because it
contributes to climate change, which adversely affects Southwest Florida’s
natural resources by changing the ecosystem starting with the micro-organisms
and fungi in the soil. This causes effects throughout the food chain, as many

species rely on the food chain, including humans and their ability to produce

food. Climate change affects rainfall and heat patterns, storm surges, the strength

of hurricanes, and occurrences of flooding by elevating the temperatures. Our
organization tries to prevent harm to these resources, and the greenhouse gases
that will come from the gas plants FPL continues to invest in—using our
money—constitute such a harm. The mission of our organization, as stated in
Exhibit BA-1 below, is “to conserve, maintain, and protect the air, water, soil,
wildlife, historic and architecturally significant structures, flora and fauna, and
other natural resources of Southwest Florida, the State of Florida and of the
United States of America.”

Why is the relief requested in this proceeding appropriate for your
organization to receive on behalf of its members?

ECOSWF does not want its members to pay a much higher rate for electricity
when electricity is already expensive and when the increase in their payments
continues to fund fossil-fuel generation.

How has your organization engaged with utility matters in the past?
ECOSWEF has intervened or participated in numerous proceedings at the Public
Service Commission in order to try to stop unnecessary investments in fossil-fuel

generation and unnecessary rate increases. These include In re: Petition for
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determination cf need for Glades Power Park Units 1 and 2 electrical power
plants in Glades County, by Florida Power & Light Company, Docket No.
070098-EI; and In re: Petition for determination ¢f need for Okeechobee Clean
Energy Center Unit 1, by Florida Power & Light Company, Docket No. 150196-
EI as full parties, in both cases trying to stop unnecessary investments in fossil-
fuel generation. ECOSWF also intervened in the 2021 FPL Rate Case: In re:
Petition for Rate Increase, by Florida Power & Light, Docket No. 20210015-EI.
ECOSWEF has also participated in In re: Petition for approval ¢ f demand-side
management plan and request to mod.fy residential and business on call tar.;f
sheets, by Florida Power & Light Co., Docket No. 20200056-EG and In re:
Proposed amendment cf Rule 25-17.0021, F.A.C., Goals for Electric Utilities,
Docket No. 20200181-EU, and intervened in In re: Commission Review cf
Numeric Conservation Goals (Florida Power & Light Company), Docket No.
20240012-EG, to advocate for expanded energy efficiency options in the State
and specifically in FPL’s service territory in order to lessen our dependence on
fossil fuels and to decrease any need to invest in new fossil-fueled power plants,
thereby helping to save the planet from climate change.

Why has it done so?

Because we live here and love it. ECOSWF has done so to fight unnecessary
investments in fossil-fuel generation because climate change is negatively
affecting its members and the environment it aims to protect.

Does that conclude your testimony?

Yes, it does.
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ARTICLE W

e m € owm

EECTION 1. Any responaitde argusizntion, cosporatian, group, tusiness emity, ot
apency approving, of the objectives of ECOSWF sbull be eligible for membership, subject to approval by the Board of
Directes, Any individusl appravitg of the obiectives of BCOSWT abell be eigible to become en afiliate of
ECOSWE, subject to approval by the Board of Directors. Dues, fights, privilages and sbiigwtions of membrer

and affiliates aball ba subject to nuling nfﬂmbdufDmnmaMmbamnpdumymb}r
mejority vote of that Board.

SECTION 2. THE CABINET. Each member organiztion or group shall nacie & single " tathe
Cabinet and cach Cabinat member will represent his/her organization or grovp m the Cabinet, and cast ons vote. Each
mtnber organization la entitled to a single on the Cabinet, which is the bedy salsly compased of the

af the mombor upmn.tlon. Each representative ks ctitled to participate in ail meetings of the Cabdnet
and Ia entitled to cast one vode. ¥

Elnhmm\berutgmmmuhdlnmhn&hmctmmbumorbzfmelamryﬂ of each yenr and shiall register hia
or ber same with the Secretary, All aiEcers of ECOSWT and memilrers of the Board of Direciors ahall be selacted
ﬁnmth:memhﬂ'ahlp of the Cabinet and/or affliates in good statding.

SECTION 3. THE AFFILIATES. [ndividuels having an intereat in the principles af ECQSWE may baenmu
affiliates of ECOSWF. They will be entitied to no vote, but shall have the right 1o attend and 10 panticipate in the
Anguel Mreeting end all other meetings of BCOSWF, In addition, affiliates are eligible 1o be nominated for and of 3
to the Board of Directors, including the positions of President, Vice President, Secretary and Treasurer. i

ARTICLE IT

OFFICERS AND ORGANIZATION . '

The affhin of ECOSWF shall be mannged by the Board of Directors wha shall be responaible for all bugineas of the
Confederation exd who shall determine el matters of policy. The Directors gball be alected by the Cabinet and Soard
of Dircctors ot the Annual Meeting. The Cabinet and Board of Directors ehall also elect at 2aid Annual Meeting &
President, Yice President, aSomla:ymdaTmru. and all four oficers so elected shall by virtue of their offces te
meabers of the Board of Directors.

Eech officer shall be slected fior & term of one {17 yeur,

At the first annusl meeting follawing the initial adoption of these by-laws, seven {7} Directors shall be elected; Two
far a term of ana (1) yoer, two for & teom of twe (2) year, three for 4 term of three (3} yeary. Therealter, positions
will e filled for three (3) year terms.

The Board of Directors will thus include four (3) elected officers of ECOSWF wnd a ménimum of seven (7} at Iu.,.
members, [t shall be the duty of the Nominmting Comemittes to maintain equiteble 2nd peasonsble geographicat :
digkribution of membership on the Board.

10N A ¥Ye55 2TaE-AT-Nal

FI-11°d BEAATESAETT 0L
Lhi9 {141 ZENE-NZ-AYE emlLfaTeE AH

1N ‘d
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ARTICLE IV

DUTIES OF OFFICERS AND IMRECTORS

1. PRESIDENT. The President of ECQOSWF shall be eutomatically Cha..imnnnfmeﬂomdofbkmnn. The
Praxident shall presids ot )l meetings of the Cabinet and of the Board. The Prestdent shall appoint any commitiess
required by action af the Cabinet or of the Board, and shall make a roport of stewardship at the Annual Meeting. The
Prasideit shall be an ex-officio member of all committees.

i

1 VICE . 'The Vice Presidens shaf serve: in the absence of the President at any time the Iatter js
uavailable to perfom the duties of the Presideccy, and shall be Vice Chairman of the Board of Directors. The Vice
President shall be in charge of the Annuel Meeting and respansible for creating committess for same, planiing and

with the pasistance and guidance of the Hoard of Directoss the program for same, and cartying dut the
thenie and purpose of the mesting,

3. SECRETARY. The Secreiary ahall keep minutes of ell meetings, aind hall have r.uuta:lyufmdlbwka,
documments, ind papers as 1he Board of Directars shull determine. TheSanmtawathJkupnnurdnhrmdnfm
Cabinet rrembecs und sfiliates and shall make such mailings to the Cabinet membery and aﬂihmuﬂmehy-iam
may require or st the request or direction of the Board of Directors.

4, The Treasurer shdil have cusbody of all finds belonplig to ECOSWE, The Treasurer slmll colient
[l dues ang pay 4l bills surborized by-actions of the Cabinez or the Board 6f Directons, mnmshnllmake
‘-'mmﬂmrcpommtheﬁuudnfﬂimtnm.mianmmalrcpunatth:ﬂmnllhlemng -

| T

5. HOARD OF DIRECTORS. - .
. The Board of Dlreziors shall be responsible foc all business ofthe ~~ and shll
_ determins dll matters of policy. .

1
H

b. NUMBER. The Board shall he composed of 8 minimum of eleven {11} membery: the Fresident, Vice
President, Secretary, and Treasurer elected ancually, and seven (7} cther memibers et Iarge each tlected
erwnally for staggered terms of three (3) years, by the Cabinet end Board of Dirsctors. IFthe need oeturs, the
Board may increass (or decrease) e numbec of ita membors until the next Anmial Meeting at which ime any
Aow members thall be elecied for the remninder of the: three (3) year term.  This torl number of Board |
membera shall alwmys be odd,

eV Ifa vacancy ocours, the Board of directors may Elllualmﬂincwithanindiﬁdun]'nftiwir
_ choice untll the next anmuz] election, at which 1ime a person shall be elected to compléte the ungspired torm.

d. The Boerd may dismiss, or revoke the mmhmhip of, any oHficer or member who exhibity
bebavior incomisten with or detrizmemel to Article 7. Such sction shall be approved by a two-tlurds (23 vole
of tha Board members in good stading. )

e DELEGATIVE RIGHTS. Atits will and plaasure, the Boerd may sppeint an Bxecutive Director,
Executive Secretary or other stafl, paid or voluntary, who may constitute requdred personnel o oarry out tha
business affairs and implement the pelicies of ths Coafederation,

=
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f. COMPENSATION. Mo member of the Board of Directors shall receive axy from the
Confederstion; provided, that 1 member of the Board of Directors may receive reasonabls n fhom
the for services ncrually rendered to the by such member of the Board :

" Directors st mthorization by the Board of Directors; and further provided, thal the directors may bel  ~—
reimbarsed for umy reasonable um-:of-pmkut expenses incurred in firtherunce of thelir dubes 15 directats upoh
' by the Board of Directors. :

ARTICLE ¥

NOMINATIONS AND

-

SECTION 1. At least shity (50) days preceding the date of the Annual Meeting of ECGSWE, the Board of Disectors
shall appaint & nomineting committee which ahall prepare nominations for the eificers of ECOSWE aod at large
memhers of the Board of Directors. The report of the nominating committee shall be delivered to the thirty
(30) days preceding the date of the Anmusl Mesting, and the seport shall be included in the mailing notice for

reeting,

SECTLON 2, Ths nominating commiitee shall nominate et lzast one person for each office to be fllled at the Anmizi
Ieeting, and nominate marg than one, st its pleaswre, . .
Numhuﬁmsmydmhumﬂabylmmﬂwsmproﬁdddmhletterhaabmsismdhyu!emﬁu{i]
Cahinex members eligibls 1o vote et sald mesting, and provided same iz filed at least thirty {30) days grior 1o the
Annunl Mecting, Inmmﬂncnum:ofthununﬂnwmu:xhuuhmlnedinwﬁuusbemrebdmpmmtedua--
r.a.nd:duo Any such naminations must be part of the Annual Mesting notice,

-
a

SECTION 3. Electiona lhlﬂbﬂbymﬂgnntywteufﬂucmmmewbmmdﬂuudufﬂmm voting nt thé

Annual Meeting and all parsons etectad to offlce shall be members of & Cabinet organizaion andfor atfiliates insaud
standing. Each individual entitled to vots in the election shall heve but a singls vote.

k)
ARTICLE ¥I

-MEETINGS AND CO

SECTION 1. THE ANNUAL MEET[HG of ECOSWF shiall be held in Ianuaryafud'l year, at a convenient and
proper localion designated by the Board of Dixectors, . 9

The newly elected Board of Directors shell meet no later zllan thirty (30) days after the date ufthr.ir election

Other meetings of the Cabinet and of the board of Directors may be held ar the cail of the President, and the Prwdmt
shall call a mesting of the cebloet when 30 requested in writing by any Bve (3] Cabinet members,

H

SECTION 2. 'NOTICE. Notice of any meeting of the Cabinet shell be sent to all members of thet body not less . 1
ten (10) tor mone than iwenty-one (21) days prior to the dale of said mectiog, Pmllrmnmrmmenmwumuﬂ e
Meeting shall b ont to all Cabinet members acd aifil{atcs not keas than thicty (30) days prior to its date Reuonnble
nouoeshullbegmnfornll mcﬁngnomleﬂuardofnnmm

R ;
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	Cover Letter and COS - Becky Ayech (PDF)
	f.ECOSWF Testimony of Becky Ayech + Exhibits
	Q. Please state your name.
	A. Becky Ayech.

	Q. Where do you live?
	A. 421 Verna Road, Sarasota, FL 34240.

	Q. What organization are you a member of?
	A. The Environmental Confederation of Southwest Florida.

	Q. How long have you been a member?
	A. Over 40 years.

	Q. What is your position in the organization?
	A. President.

	Q. What is your source of income?
	A. Social Security income.

	Q. Are you a customer of FPL? If so, for how long?
	A. Unfortunately, yes. I have been a customer for about 48 years.

	Q. What do you think of FPL?
	A. I do not like FPL at all. Over the years, FPL has become less interested in providing quality service to its customers. In the past, meter readers would come to my house, and I would be able to ask them questions. Since the meter readers became rem...

	Q. How much does your FPL bill usually cost each month?
	A. It costs around $135, and I don’t even have air conditioning.

	Q. How do you feel about the current price you are paying for your electric utility?
	A. The current price I pay is already too much. I have taken every practice and precaution to try to keep my electric bill low—I don’t even use air conditioning or central heat on my property. My base rate charge in 2012 for the first 1000 kWh was $0....

	Q. Based on information provided by FPL, the base rate for electricity is projected to increase by about 22.5% by 2027. How would this rate increase impact you?
	A. I am on a fixed Social Security income, which certainly would not increase by 22.5% even over the next decade or two. My electricity not only provides lights and powers my appliances, but also provides my drinking water through an electric pump on ...

	Q. As a Floridian, are you concerned about climate change?
	A. Yes. I have grown crops for many years and have noticed that the climate is getting hotter and dryer. Because of this, the growing season is shorter, which means that there is less of an opportunity to grow crops.  This year was the worst yet.

	Q. Based on information provided by FPL, part of this rate increase includes approximately 230 million dollars for upgrades to its generating fleet, including its existing fossil fuel plants. Do you believe this will have an impact on the climate?
	A. Yes. Continuing to fund gas power plants will contribute to global warming, and FPL knows that too.

	Q. In light of that, how do you feel about contributing your own money to those projects through your FPL bill?
	A. I feel as though I am being robbed. I do not want to pay for FPL’s continued investment in power-generating plants that will significantly contribute to climate change, which adversely affects me.

	Q. What organization are you speaking on behalf of?
	A. The Environmental Confederation of Southwest Florida.

	Q. How would FPL’s proposed rate increase impact the members of your organization? How do you know?
	A. Many members of ECOSWF are customers of FPL. Some of the individual members, like me, would not be able to afford the rate increase. I know ECOSWF members will be affected because I talk to them.

	Q. Is your organization concerned about climate change?
	A. Yes. ECOSWF is concerned about protecting Southwest Florida’s natural resources, like water, soil, and flora and fauna, which climate change significantly harms.

	Q. Based on information provided by FPL, part of this rate increase will pay upgrades to FPL’s fossil fleet. Does your organization believe this will have an impact on the climate?
	A. Yes. ECOSWF believes that such power plants will contribute to climate change.

	Q. What is the mission of your organization?
	A. The mission of ECOSWF is to conserve, maintain, and protect the air, water, soil, wildlife, historic and architecturally significant structures, flora and fauna, and other natural resources of Southwest Florida, the State of Florida and of the Unit...

	Q. How is the purpose of your organization being served by participating in this proceeding?
	A. By participating in this proceeding, ECOSWF can help combat investments in fossil-fuel generation, which contributes to climate change. Climate change alters the very nature of Florida, starting with the soil, where microbes and fungi have adapted ...

	Q. What does ECOSWF’s membership consist of?
	A. We have member organizations and individual members.

	Q. How many of those would you estimate are FPL customers?
	A. Probably about 70% of members are FPL customers.

	Q. How do you know that most of your members are FPL customers?
	A. I ask members from different counties if they are FPL customers, which tells me whether other members in those particular counties are FPL customers.

	Q. Will a substantial number of your organization’s members be substantially affected by the Commission’s decision in this proceeding? How do you know?
	A. Yes. Many members of ECOSWF are customers of FPL and will have to pay much more for their electricity if the base rate is increased. If the Commission approves FPL’s rate increase, it will allow FPL to increase its contribution to greenhouse gas em...

	Q. How is the subject matter of this proceeding within your organization’s general scope of interest and activity?
	A. ECOSWF does not support investments in fossil-fuel generation because it contributes to climate change, which adversely affects Southwest Florida’s natural resources by changing the ecosystem starting with the micro-organisms and fungi in the soil....

	Q. Why is the relief requested in this proceeding appropriate for your organization to receive on behalf of its members?
	A. ECOSWF does not want its members to pay a much higher rate for electricity when electricity is already expensive and when the increase in their payments continues to fund fossil-fuel generation.

	Q. How has your organization engaged with utility matters in the past?
	A. ECOSWF has intervened or participated in numerous proceedings at the Public Service Commission in order to try to stop unnecessary investments in fossil-fuel generation and unnecessary rate increases.  These include In re: Petition for determinatio...

	Q. Why has it done so?
	A. Because we live here and love it.  ECOSWF has done so to fight unnecessary investments in fossil-fuel generation because climate change is negatively affecting its members and the environment it aims to protect.

	Q. Does that conclude your testimony?
	A. Yes, it does.
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