
0 EARTHJUSTICE FILED 6/9/2025 
DOCUMENT NO. 04374-2025 
FPSO - COMMISSION CLERK 

June 9, 2025 

VIA ELECTRONIC FILING 

Adam J. Teitzman 
Office of Commission Clerk 
Florida Public Service Commission 
2540 Shumard Oak Blvd. 
Tallahassee, Florida 32399-0850 

Re: Docket Nos. 2025001 1-EI, Petition by Florida Power & Light Company for Base 
Rate Increase 

Dear Mr. Teitzman, 

On behalf of Intervenor Environmental Confederation of Southwest Florida 
(“ECOSWF”), I have enclosed the testimony and exhibit of Becky Ayech. Please file these 
documents in Docket No. 2025001 1-EI. Please contact me if there are any questions regarding 
this filing. 

/s/ Bradley Marshall 
Florida Bar No. 98008 
Email: bmarshall@earthjustice.org 
Jordan Luebkemann 
Florida Bar No. 1015603 
Email: jluebkemann@earthjustice.org 
Earthjustice 
111S. Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd. 
Tallahassee, Florida 32301 
T: (850) 681-0031 
F:(850) 681-0020 

Danielle McManamon 
Florida Bar No. 1059818 
dmcnmanamon@earthj ustice . org 
Earthjustice 
4500 Biscayne Blvd., Ste. 201 
Miami, FL 33137 
T: (305) 440-5432 
F:(850) 681-0020 

Counsel for League of United Latin 
American Citizens of Florida, Florida 
Rising, and Environmental Confederation 
of Southwest Florida 



CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

I HEREBY CERTIFY that a true copy and correct copy of the foregoing was served on 
this 9th day of June, 2025, via electronic mail on: 

Florida Public Service Commission 
Office of the General Counsel 
Shaw Stiller 
Timothy Sparks 
2540 Shumard Oak Boulevard 
Tallahassee, Florida 32399 
sstiller@psc . state . f 1 .us 
tsparks@psc.state.fl.us 
discovery-gcl@psc.state.fl.us 

Office of Public Counsel 
Mary A. Wessling 
Walt Trierweiler 
c/o The Florida Legislature 
111 West Madison Street, Room 812 
Tallahassee, FL 32399 
wessling.mary@leg. state, fl.us 
trierweiler.walt@leg.state. fl.us 

Florida Power & Light Company 
John Burnett 
Maria Moncada 
Christopher Wright 
700 Universe Boulevard 
Juno Beach, FL 33408-0420 
maria.moncada@fpl.com 
john.t.burnett@fpl.com 
christopher.wright@fpl.com 

Kenneth A. Hoffman 
134 West Jefferson Street 
Tallahassee, Florida 32301 
ken.hoffman@fpl.com 

Walmart Inc. 
Stephanie U. Eaton 
Spilman Thomas & Battle, PLLC 
110 Oakwood Drive, Suite 500 
Winston-Salem, NC 27103 
seaton@spilmanlaw.com 

Steven W. Lee 
Spilman Thomas & Battle, PLLC 
1100 Bent Creek Boulevard, Suite 101 
Mechanicsburg, PA 17050 
slee@spilmanlaw.com 

Southern Alliance for Clean Energy 
William C. Garner 
Law Office of William C. Garner, PLLC 
3425 Bannerman Road 
Unit 105, No. 414 
Tallahassee, FL 32312 
bgarner@wcglawoffice.com 

Florida Industrial Power Users Group 
Jon C. Moyle, Jr. 
Karen A. Putnal 
Moyle Law Firm, P.A. 
118 North Gadsden Street 
Tallahassee, Florida 32301 
jmoyle@moylelaw.com 
kputnal@moylelaw.com 
mqualls@moylelaw.com 



DATED this 9th day of June, 2025. 

Florida Retail Federation 
James W. Brew 
Laura Baker 
Joseph R. Briscar 
Sarah B. Newman 
Stone Mattheis Xenopoulos & Brew, PC 
1025 Thomas Jefferson St., N.W., 
Ste. 800 West 
Washington, DC 20007 
jbrew@smxblaw.com 
lwb@smxblaw.com 
jrb@smxblaw.com 
sbn@smxblaw.com 

EVgo Services, LLC 
Nikhil Vijaykar 
Keyes & Fox LLP 
580 California St., 12th Floor 
San Francisco, CA 94104 
nvij aykar@key esfox .com 

Katelyn Lee 
Lindsey Stegall 
1661 E. Franklin Ave. 
El Segundo, CA 90245 
katelyn.lee@evgo.com 
lindsey. stegall@evgo .com 

Federal Executive Agencies 
Leslie Newton 
Ashley George 
Michael Rivera 
Thomas Jernigan 
Ebony M. Payton 
James Ely 
AFLOA/JAOE-ULFSC 
139 Barnes Drive, Suite 1 
Tyndall Air Force Base, FL 32403 
leslie . newton. 1 @us . af. mil 
ashley.george.4@us.af.mil 
michael.rivera.5 l@us.af.mil 
thomas .j ernigan. 3 @us . af.mil 
ebony.payton.ctr@us.af.mil 
j ames . ely @us . af.mil 

Electrify America, LLC 
Stephen Bright 
Jigar J. Shah 
1950 Opportunity Way, Suite 1500 
Reston, Virginia 20190 
Phone: (781)206-7979 
Steve .bright@electrifyamerica. com 
jigar.shah@electrifyamerica.com 

Robert E. Montejo, Esq. 
Duane Morris LLP 
201 S. Biscayne Boulevard, Suite 3400 
Miami, Florida 33131-4325 
Phone: (202) 776-7827 
remontejo@duanemorris .com 

Florida Energy for Innovation Association 
D. Bruce May 
Kevin W. Cox 
Kathryn Isted 
Holland & Knight LLP 
315 South Calhoun St., Suite 600 
Tallahassee, FL 32301 
bruce.may@hklaw.com 
kevin.cox@hklaw.com 
kathryn.isted@hklaw.com 

/s/ Bradley Marshall 
Attorney 



BEFORE THE FLORIDA PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION 

In re: Petition for rate increase by Florida ) DOCKET NO. 2025001 1-EI 
Power & Light Company ) 

_ ) 

DIRECT TESTIMONY OF 

BECKY AYECH 

ON BEHALF OF 

ENVIRONMENTAL CONFEDERATION 

OF SOUTHWEST FLORIDA, INC. 

JUNE 9, 2025 
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Q. Please state your name. 

A. Becky Ayech. 

Q. Where do you live? 

A. 421 Verna Road, Sarasota, FL 34240. 

Q. What organization are you a member of? 

A. The Environmental Confederation of Southwest Florida. 

Q. How long have you been a member? 

A. Over 40 years. 

Q. What is your position in the organization? 

A. President. 

Q. What is your source of income? 

A. Social Security income. 

Q. Are you a customer of FPL? If so, for how long? 

A. Unfortunately, yes. I have been a customer for about 48 years. 

Q. What do you think of FPL? 

A. I do not like FPL at all. Over the years, FPL has become less interested in 

providing quality service to its customers. In the past, meter readers would come 

to my house, and I would be able to ask them questions. Since the meter readers 

became remote, I have no longer had direct interactions with representatives 

from FPL. When problems arise, I usually have to reach out to FPL numerous 

times before it resolves the issue. For example, when my transformer was 

spilling coolant, I had to reach out to the Public Service Commission again and 

again before it cleaned up the hazardous waste. In the past, I would experience 

brownouts at my home every evening because there wasn’t enough electricity in 

the area where I live. FPL has cut my power without telling me in advance, 
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which risks the wellbeing of my farm animals. I rely on an electric pump to get 

water on my property; therefore, when FPL cuts my power without telling me, I 

am not able to prepare by filling containers of water for my animals in advance. 

FPL often does not fulfill its promises. When I expressed to FPL that it overly 

damaged the trees it cut when it installed its power lines, FPL told me that it 

would install the power lines underground. However, FPL never did this. 

Overall, FPL has not been adequately responsive to the issues I face relating to 

electricity provision. Most recently, I had to call FPL about a branch that was on 

the powerline to my home. It took three phone calls to even get anybody to 

respond. I find it disconcerting that they put commercials on television regarding 

the solar and nuclear they are going to use, and other potential sources that will 

allegedly reduce the cost of my electricity. Yet I have never seen the cost of my 

electricity reduced. 

Q. How much does your FPL bill usually cost each month? 

A. It costs around $135, and I don’t even have air conditioning. 

Q. How do you feel about the current price you are paying for your electric 

utility? 

A. The current price I pay is already too much. I have taken every practice and 

precaution to try to keep my electric bill low—I don’t even use air conditioning 

or central heat on my property. My base rate charge in 2012 for the first 1000 

kWh was $0.03907 and over 1000 kWh was $0.04907. Now, even before the rate 

hike, the base energy charge is $0.07164 for the first 1000 kWh and $0.08170 for 

over 1000 kWh. I still have not begun any significant electricity-consuming 

practices on my property. 
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Q. Based on information provided by FPL, the base rate for electricity is 

projected to increase by about 22.5% by 2027. How would this rate increase 

impact you? 

A. I am on a fixed Social Security income, which certainly would not increase by 

22.5% even over the next decade or two. My electricity not only provides lights 

and powers my appliances, but also provides my drinking water through an 

electric pump on my well. My well not only provides water for myself and my 

husband but is also the sole source of water for my 32 sheep, 8 chickens, 2 cats, 

and my dog. If my rate was to increase by 22.5%, it would place an inordinate 

burden on me and my lifestyle and jeopardize me and my husband's health, 

safety and welfare as well as my animals’. 

Q. As a Floridian, are you concerned about climate change? 

A. Yes. I have grown crops for many years and have noticed that the climate is 

getting hotter and dryer. Because of this, the growing season is shorter, which 

means that there is less of an opportunity to grow crops. This year was the worst 

yet. 

Q. Based on information provided by FPL, part of this rate increase includes 

approximately 230 million dollars for upgrades to its generating fleet, 

including its existing fossil fuel plants. Do you believe this will have an 

impact on the climate? 

A. Yes. Continuing to fund gas power plants will contribute to global warming, and 

FPL knows that too. 

Q. In light of that, how do you feel about contributing your own money to those 

projects through your FPL bill? 

A. I feel as though I am being robbed. I do not want to pay for FPL’s continued 
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investment in power-generating plants that will significantly contribute to climate 

change, which adversely affects me. 

Q. What organization are you speaking on behalf of? 

A. The Environmental Confederation of Southwest Florida. 

Q. How would FPL’s proposed rate increase impact the members of your 

organization? How do you know? 

A. Many members of ECOSWF are customers of FPL. Some of the individual 

members, like me, would not be able to afford the rate increase. I know 

ECOSWF members will be affected because I talk to them. 

Q. Is your organization concerned about climate change? 

A. Yes. ECOSWF is concerned about protecting Southwest Florida’s natural 

resources, like water, soil, and flora and fauna, which climate change 

significantly harms. 

Q. Based on information provided by FPL, part of this rate increase will pay 

upgrades to FPL’s fossil fleet. Does your organization believe this will have 

an impact on the climate? 

A. Yes. ECOSWF believes that such power plants will contribute to climate change. 

Q. What is the mission of your organization? 

A. The mission of ECOSWF is to conserve, maintain, and protect the air, water, 

soil, wildlife, historic and architecturally significant structures, flora and fauna, 

and other natural resources of Southwest Florida, the State of Florida and of the 

United States of America. 

Q. How is the purpose of your organization being served by participating in 

this proceeding? 
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A. By participating in this proceeding, ECOSWF can help combat investments in 

fossil-fuel generation, which contributes to climate change. Climate change alters 

the very nature of Florida, starting with the soil, where microbes and fungi have 

adapted over millennia to certain climate patterns. The adverse effects on these 

organisms then impact living things up the food chain, all of which form part of 

Florida’s natural resources. This is just one example of how climate change is 

negatively affecting Southwest Florida’s natural resources, which ECOSWF 

seeks to protect. Given the adverse impacts on Florida’s natural resources, the 

members of ECOSWF do not want to pay for continued fossil-fuel generation 

because it runs counter to the purpose of our organization. 

Q. What does ECOSWF’s membership consist of? 

A. We have member organizations and individual members. 

Q. How many of those would you estimate are FPL customers? 

A. Probably about 70% of members are FPL customers. 

Q. How do you know that most of your members are FPL customers? 

A. I ask members from different counties if they are FPL customers, which tells me 

whether other members in those particular counties are FPL customers. 

Q. Will a substantial number of your organization’s members be substantially 

affected by the Commission’s decision in this proceeding? How do you 

know? 

A. Yes. Many members of ECOSWF are customers of FPL and will have to pay 

much more for their electricity if the base rate is increased. If the Commission 

approves FPL’s rate increase, it will allow FPL to increase its contribution to 

greenhouse gas emissions, which will worsen the impacts of climate change that 

ECOSWF members are already experiencing. 
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Q. How is the subject matter of this proceeding within your organization’s 

general scope of interest and activity? 

A. ECOSWF does not support investments in fossil-fuel generation because it 

contributes to climate change, which adversely affects Southwest Florida’s 

natural resources by changing the ecosystem starting with the micro-organisms 

and fungi in the soil. This causes effects throughout the food chain, as many 

species rely on the food chain, including humans and their ability to produce 

food. Climate change affects rainfall and heat patterns, storm surges, the strength 

of hurricanes, and occurrences of flooding by elevating the temperatures. Our 

organization tries to prevent harm to these resources, and the greenhouse gases 

that will come from the gas plants FPL continues to invest in—using our 

money—constitute such a harm. The mission of our organization, as stated in 

Exhibit BA-1 below, is “to conserve, maintain, and protect the air, water, soil, 

wildlife, historic and architecturally significant structures, flora and fauna, and 

other natural resources of Southwest Florida, the State of Florida and of the 

United States of America.” 

Q. Why is the relief requested in this proceeding appropriate for your 

organization to receive on behalf of its members? 

A. ECOSWF does not want its members to pay a much higher rate for electricity 

when electricity is already expensive and when the increase in their payments 

continues to fund fossil-fuel generation. 

Q. How has your organization engaged with utility matters in the past? 

A. ECOSWF has intervened or participated in numerous proceedings at the Public 

Service Commission in order to try to stop unnecessary investments in fossil-fuel 

generation and unnecessary rate increases. These include In re: Petition for 
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determination cf need for Glades Power Park Units 1 and 2 electrical power 

plants in Glades County, by Florida Power & Light Company, Docket No. 

070098-EI; and//? re: Petition for determination cf need for Okeechobee Clean 

Energy Center Unit 1, by Florida Power & Light Company, Docket No. 150196-

EI as full parties, in both cases trying to stop unnecessary investments in fossil¬ 

fuel generation. ECOSWF also intervened in the 2021 FPL Rate Case: In re: 

Petition for Rate Increase, by Florida Power & Light, Docket No. 20210015-EI. 

ECOSWF has also participated in In re: Petition for approval cf demand-side 

management plan and request to mod,fy residential and business on call tar,jf 

sheets, by Florida Power & Light Co., Docket No. 20200056-EG and In re: 

Preposed amendment cf Rule 25-17.0021, F.A.C, Goals for Electric Utilities, 

Docket No. 20200181-EU, and intervened in In re: Commission Review cf 

Numeric Conservation Goals (Florida Power & Light Company), Docket No. 

202400 12-EG, to advocate for expanded energy efficiency options in the State 

and specifically in FPL’s service territory in order to lessen our dependence on 

fossil fuels and to decrease any need to invest in new fossil-fueled power plants, 

thereby helping to save the planet from climate change. 

Q. Why has it done so? 

A. Because we live here and love it. ECOSWF has done so to fight unnecessary 

investments in fossil-fuel generation because climate change is negatively 

affecting its members and the environment it aims to protect. 

Q. Does that conclude your testimony? 

A. Yes, it does. 
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Notice is hereby given that the undersigned '2/ z-
subscribers, all being of full age, have associated thtrasslSs 
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607 and 617, Florida Statute; , and «« do hereby accept all of 
the righta, privileges, banetíts and obligations conferred 
and imposed by said law, and we do hereby make, subscribed, 
acknowledge and file these Articles of Incorporation, 

ARTICLE I 

name - The name of thia not-for-profit corporation 

shall be the environmental confederation of southwest florida, 

INC. 

ARTICLE II 

CORPORATE purposes - Tha general purposes of this 

coiporation are to engage in any activity which the laws of 

the State of Florida allow a not-for-profit corporation to 

engage in. Specifically, the corporate purposes of this not-

for-profit corporation are to consteve r maintain, and protect 

the ait, water, soil, wildlife, historic and architectually 

significant structures, flora and fauna, and other natural 

reaejurcee cf Southwest Florida, the State c£ Florida and of 

the united States of America, 
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other social and environmental is£ues of local, state, 
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dent, a secretary and a treasurer, 
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Jean siocum, Secretary 
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BYLAWS - The Bylaws of the Corpora tlon shall he 

made, alt&rcí af rescinded by a majority vote of tba voting 
. i 

nemberahip present or voting by proxy »t any regular meeting 

Of by a majority vote of the Board of Directors) provided 

that notice thereof, which shall include the text of the By-

Laws change r has been furnished in writing to each voting 

member of the corporation at least ten (10J days prior to 

the masting at which such By-Law alteration is to ba voted 

upon, whether it be a membership meeting or a Board of 

Director’s meeting, b 
The Articles of Incorporation of this Corporation 

shell be amended or additional provisions added or adopted 

by a two-thirds^ (2/31 vote of the members af the Board of 

Diractors present or voting by proxy at any mesting thereof; 

provided that notice thereof, which shall include the text 

of the Articles of Incorporatoln change, has been furnished 

l^'" member of th? corporation J-s^st 

ten (ID) days prior to tha meeting at which such Articles Of 

'^^tpcoi^rat^oii change lfi*tV Invoked upon, followed by the 

compliance with the Florida Statutes regarding amendments to 

articles of incorporation of corporations not-for-profit, 

ARTICLE viii 

GENERAL - All lneo®a and assets of the Corporation 

, above nacBHsary expense* shall be administered solely and 

exclusively for the corporate purposed selected by the Board 

of Directors, 
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This Corporation hev* no capital stock and 

shall pay no dividendí¡,^o its subscribers, officers or 

, menberB, In addition, no part of the income of the Corpora¬ 

tion shall be distributed to its members, directors, officers 

or subscribers; provided that the Corporation may pay conpen-

sation in a reasonable amount to its mashers, directors and 

officers for services rendered and nay confer benefits upan 

its members in conformity with its purposes. 

ARTICLE XI 

IBDEMKIFICATIOM - The Corporation shall indemnify 

any officer, director or employee of the Corporation, or any 

former officer, director or employee of the Corporation, to 

the full extent permitted by and as set forth in tha Florida 

General Corporation Act. 

ARTICLE X 

prohibited ACTIVITIES - The corporation shall not: 

1. Attempt to influence legislation as a sub- rj 

ata nt lai part of its activities, 

Allow any part of Its net income to inure to 

the benefit of officers, directora or members of the Corpora¬ 

tion or tp any other individúala, except in the furtherance 

of its charitable purposes. 

3. Participate to any extent In any political 

campaign for or against any candidate for public offlea. 

„ , _ ,4, Conduct any activities not permitted to be 

carried on by organisations exempt under Section Sdi(hK3) 

of the Internal Revenue Code of 195*, aa emendad, and its 
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regulations ai they-adw exist, contributions tO WMCh Are 

deductible under Section 170(cl2) of such code and regulations 

a« they now exist or as they nay hereafter be amended, 

ahttclexi 

DEDICATION OF ASSETS - The Corporation dedicatas 

all assets which it may acquire to the charitable purpose 

■at forth in Article TT hereof- In the event that the corpora¬ 

tion shall dissolv* or otherwise terminate its corporate 

existence, subject tQ the provisions of Chapters 60? and 617, 

Florida Statutes , the Corporation ahall distribute all its 

existing assets to one or mors organizations which themselves 

are exempt as organizations described in Sections Soltera} 

and 17Úfcj2} of the Internal fievenue code of 1954 or corres¬ 

ponding section^ of any prior or future law, or to the 

Federal government or to a state or local government for 

exclusive public purpose. 

IN WITNESS whereof, the undersigned have subscribed 
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STATE GF FLOBlDA 

COUNTY Of -

BEFORE NE, the under signad authority, personally 
1 appeared ELLEN PETERSON, to me well Known and well known to me 

to be the person described in and who subscribed her name to 
th« foregoing Ar tide a of Incorporation, and who acknowledged 
before He that she executed the said Articles of Incorporation 
for the uses and purposes therein expressed. 

S /I c/ 

NOTARY PUBLIC j.' 

WITNESS my hand and official seal in the aforesaid 
County and $tate this * . - day of . 1 • , _ , 19B4 . 

My commission expiree: 

STATE OF FLORIDA 

COUNTY OF 

BEFORE ME, the undersigned author1th, per tonally 
appeared CREIGHTON L. SHERMAN, to me well known and well known 
to me to be the person described in and who subscribed hie 
name to the foregoing Articles of Tncorporation t and who 
acknowledged bafore me that she executed the said Articles of 
Incorporation for the uses and purposes therein expressed, 

WITNESSmy hand and official sea J in the aforesaid 
County And State this ?mr/ day of /y%>i. zC, , 1904. ' 

' ^ 009^' 
v ' z-

■'r-- -v --: 'jC 
~ NOTARY PUBLIC^’ .j'O’ 

My commission expires: 

is'a stEzeziitst 
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flfl «t:h Ah BECKY ATCCH 

STATE OF FLORIDA 

countf or 
, BEFORE HE, the undersigned authority, personally 
' appeared JEAN SLOCUM, to me well known and well known to me to 

bé' the person described in and who aubuctibed her name to 
the foregoing Articles of Incorporation, and who acknowledged 
before me that she executed the sold Articles of Incorporation 
for ths uses and purposes therein expressed. 

WITNESS rny hand and official aeil in the aforesaid 
County and State thiis Npi"* day of , 19B4. 

My coirmlasion expired. 

STATE OF FLORIDA 

COUNTY OF 

before he, th* undersigned authority, personally 
appeared ruth CLlNE smith, to me wall known and well known to me to 
be ths parson described in and who subscriber her name to 
the foregoing Articles of incorporation, and who acknowledged 
before me that she ax&cuted the said Articles of Incorporation 
for the uses and purposes therein expressed. i 

WITNESS my hand and official aeal in the aforesaid 
County and State this 3y^ day of , 1984. 

Hy comsi salon expires,' 

Sl/S’d 
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DESIGmTIQw .OF REGISTERED AGENT 

The ENVIftONHENTAL CONFEDERATION OP SOUTHWEST FLORIDA, INC,, 
-

hereby designates Thomas W. Reese, 123 Eighth Street North, 

st. Petersburg, Florida, 33701, as its r*gietere<i agent. 

WT’rf MEEECSTtSI 
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ENVIRONMENTAL CONFEDERATION OF SOUTHWEST FLORIDA 

ECOSWF 

BY-LAWS 

AS ADOPTED 26 JANUARY, J 985 

AS AMENDED JANUARY IB, 1986 
AB PRINTED JULY 18, 1986 

as amended January ia, 1992 
A$ AMENDED JANUARY 2Z, 1994 

AS AMENDED JANUARY 25, 1997 
AND, AS AMENDED JANUARY 23, 1999 

ARTICLE I 

NAME AND PURPOSE OF ORGANIZATION 

Th* name of this arganiaukm dull be ENVIRONMENTAL CONFEDERATION OF SOUTHWEST FLORIDA, 
INC, (ECOSWF) 

ECOSWF is a non-profit Confederation of organizations; corporations, groups, busdeas entities, governmental 
agencies, and individual) devoted to the general pruposa of conservation of the natural resources of Florida, 

Specificity, the corporate purposes are to cobsenm, msintBin, and protect the air, water, soil, wildlife, historic and 

architecturally significant structures, ñora and fauna, and other natural resources of Southwest Florida, the State of 
Florida and of the United States of America. ECOSWF ¡4 Committed to encourage and promete the dissemination of 

educational ud fflcntifk information pertinent to the preservation protection, and enhancement of those natural 
resources; and engaged in cooperating with all organizations having the Sune or simitar objectives 

£U0t o 00001990981 =01 
(11(1 ’it 
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ARTICLE H i 

- i 

MEMBERSHIP ’ — 
I 

SECTION L ELIGIBILITY Any reapomibta organization, Corporation, group, tmjirtw entity, or governmental 
agency approving of the objectives of ECOS WF shell be eligible for membership. subject to approval by Ihe Board of 
Directors Any individual approving of the objectives of HCOSWF shall be eligible to become an affiliate nf 

ECOSWF, subject to approval by the Hoard of Directors. Dues, tights, privileges and obligations of member 

organizations and affiliates Stall be subject to ruling of the Boerd of Directors and may be changed at any tirhe by 
majority vote of that Boari 

SECTION 2. THE CABINET. Each member organization or group shall name a single representative to the 

Cabinet and tach Cabinet member will represent his/her organization or group in the Cabinet, and cast one vote. Each 
member organizarían la entitled to a single representative on ttw Cabinet, which ta tin body solely composed of the 
representatives of the member oganizatlon, Haiti representative is entitled to participate in all meetings of the Cabinet 
and fa entitled to cut one vote. ' 

Each member organization stall name ha Cabinet member on or before January 31 of each year and shall register hi* 

or her name with the Secretary. All officer! of ECOSWF and members of the Board of Directors italj be selected 
&nm the membership of the Cabinet orgtinjzation.s and/or affiliate* in good Standing. 

SECTION I THE AFFILIATES. Individúala having an interest in the principles of ECOSWF may become 
affiliates ofECOSWF. They will be entitled, to no vote, but shall have the right to attend and to participate in the 

Anauel Meeting end all other meetings ofBCOSWF, In addition, affiliates are eligible tó be nominated forándd 3 

to the Board cfDirectors, inchidiiig the poeitiaila of President, Vice President, Secretary and Treasurer. j 

ARTICLE ID 

OFFICERS AND ORGANIZATION ' 

The afihin ofECOSWF shall be managed by the Board of Director* who dull be responsible for oil buaintos of the 

Confuierattort and who ahull determine til matteta of policy The Director* shall be elected by the Cabinet and Board 
of Directors at the Annual Meeting. The Cabinet and Board of Directors chati also elect at said Annual Meeting a 
President, Vice President, a Secretary and a Treasurer, and al) four officers so elected shall by virtue of ttw office* be 
members of ths Board of Directors. 

Each officer shall be elected for a term of one (!) year. 

At the first annual meeting following the initial adoption of these by-laws, sewn (7) Directors shall be elected; Two 

fora term of one (1) year, two for a term of two (2) year*, three for a term of three (3) year» Thereafter, positions 
will be filled for three (3) year terms 

The Board of Directors will thus include four (4) elected officer* of ECOSWF and a minimum of seven (7) at 

members, It stall be the duty of the Nominating Committee to maintain equitable and reasonable geographical : 

distribution of membership on the Board. 

jwohj t»s:s0 sitE-ñi-hur 
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ARTICLE IV 

DUTIES OF OFFICERS AND DIRECTORS 

h 
1. PRESIDENT. The President of ECO SWF shall be automatically Chairman of the Board ofDirectors The 

Preddeni shall preside at til meetings of the Cabinet and of the Board. The President shall appoint any committees 

required by action of the Cabinet or of the Board; and shall make artport ofstewardship at the Arunul Meeting. The 

President shall be ad ex-officio member of all committees-
J, 

2. VICE PRESIDENT. The Vice President stall servein th o absence of the President st any time the latter is 

unavailable to perform the duties of the Presidency, and shall be Vice Chairman of the Board ofDirector*. The Vice 

President shall be in charge oftte Annual Meeting and rtspcntible far creating committees far same, planning and 
implementing with the assistance and.guidance of the Board of Directors the program for same, and carrying out the 
theme and purpose of the meeting 

3. SECRETARY, The Secretary shall keep minutes of all meetings, and shall have custody of such books, ! 

documenta, and papers as 11» Board ofDirtctors shall determine. The Secretary shall keep an orderly record of the 

Cabinet members and affiliates and Shall make meh mailings to the Cabinet members and affiliates as these by-laws 

may require or at the request or direction of the Board of Directors. 

i 
4. TREASURER. The Treasurer shall have custody of all fluids bcfoflgLng to ECOSWF, The Treasurer stall collect 
ad dues and pay fill bills authorized byaUlonsof the Cabin» or the Board OfDirectors. Tbe Treasurer th all make 
regular reports 10 tbe Board of Directors, and ata annual report at the Annual Meeting. 

I 
3, HOARD OF DIRECTORS. 

a. FUNCTIONS, The Board of Directors stall be responsible for all business of the Confederation and stall 
determine all matters of policy. 

b. NUMBER The Board Shall be composed of a miiirauim of eleven (1 1) members: the President, Vice 
Presiden!, Secretary, and Treasurer elected annually, and seven (?) other members nt large each elected 

annually for staggered terms of three (3) yean, by the Cabinet and Board of Directors. If the need occurs, the 

Board may increase (or decrease) the number of its members until the nesi Annual Meeting at which time any 
new menibers stall be elected for the remainder of the three (3) year term. Tbe total number of Beard ' 
members shall always be odd. 

c. VACANCIES Ifa vacancy occurs, the Board of direct on may till such office wit han indi vidual of their 

choice until the next annual election, al which time a persou shall be ejected to complete the unixpired term. 

d. DISMISSAL. The Board may dismiss, or revoke the membership of, any officer or member who exhibits 
behavior inconsistent with or dtrttuacmeJ to Article t Such ecdon shall be approved by a two-thirds (2/3) vote 
of the Board metnben in good standing. 

e. DELEGANTE RIGHTS. At its will and pleasure; the Board may appoint an Executive Director, 
Executive Secretary or other Steffi paid or volimnry, who may constitute required personnel to carry Out the 
busmess affairs and implement the policies of the Confederation 

Í l^2t'cl 
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f. COMPENSATION. No member of the Bond of Directors shall naive any compensation from tiw 
Confederation; provided, that a member of the Board ̂ Directors may receive reasonable compensation from 
the Confederation for service# actually rendered tn the Confederation by such member of the Board of 

Director» afte authorization by the Board of Directors; and timber provided, that the directors may ~— 

reimbursed for any reasonable ouhof-pockct' expensa incurred in furtherance of their duties »s directors upon 
authorization by the Board of Director», 

ARTICLE V 

NOMINATIONS AND ELECTIONS 

SECTION L At least sixty (60) days preceding the date of the Annual Meeting of ECOSWF. the Board of Directors 

shall appoint a ntjminaiing committee which shall prepare nominatioiu for the officers of ECOSWF apd at large 
members of ths Board of Directors. The report of the nominating committee shall be delivered to the Secretary thirty 

(30) days preceding the data of lhe Annual Meeting, and the report shall be indudad in the mailing notice for that 
meeting 

SECTION 2, Thu nntninatuig committee shall nominate at least one person (breach office to be tilled at the Annual 

Meeting, and riomhurtc more than one, al its pleasure. 

Nominations may also be marie by letter to the Secretary provided such letter has been signed by at least five ($) 
Cabinet members eligible to vote ar said meeting, and provided same is filed at least thirty {3 0J days prior to the 

Annual Meeting. In such owe. the consent of the nomkute must be obtained in writing before being presented as a~-
candidate. Any such noirimations must be part of the Annual Meeting notice. ’ 

SECTION 3. ElBctkma shall be by majority vote of the Cabinet members and Board of Directors voting nt the 

Annual Meeting and all persons elected to office shall be members of a Cabinet organization and/or affiliates id good 

standing Earih individual entitled to vote in the election shall have but a single vote. 

1 

ARTICLE VI 

MEETINGS AND CONFERENCES 

SECTION 1, THE ANNUAL MEETING ofECOSWF shall be held in January of each year, at a convenient and 
proper location designated by the Board of Directors, 

The newly elected Board of Directora shill meet no later than thirty (30) days after the date of their election. 

Other meetings of the Cabinet and of the board of Directora may be held at the call of the President, and the President 

shall call a meeting ofthe cabinet when so requested in writing by any five (5) Cabinet members. -
i 

SECTION 3. NOTICE. Notice ofany meeting of the Cabinet shall be sent to all numbers of that body not leu i 

ten (10) nor more than Iwarty-otw (21) days prior to the dale of said meeting Preliminary notice of the Annual 

Meeting shall be sent to aC Cabinet members and affiüila not leu than thirty (30) days prior to its date. Reasonable 

notice shall be given for all meetings of the Board of Director#. 1

SEE! d 
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SECTION 3. QUORUMS - THE CABINET Twenty-five per cent (25%) of the membership of the Cabinet shall 

constitute a quorum for the transaction of businew by tiw Cabínet'of ECOSWF 

QUORUMS - BOARD OF DIRECTORS. A minimum of five (5) members of the Board of 

Directors shall constitute a quorum for the LrAruaction ofhminess by that Board. The quotum shall increase by one 
(I) for every additional two (2) mem bcrs over dev hi (11). 

SECTION 4, PROXIES. The Board cf directora may make provisions for the utilization of prosea to vote on thy 
question which may come before the Cabinet at the Annual Meeting, or at arty specially called meeting. No Proxies 

may be used to vote on any question before the Board of Ofreciere t !

ARTICLE VH l 

DUES 

The dues of each Cabinet organization and of each afiUinte member shall be S25.W per calendar year. Dues may be 
changed by a minority vnte at the Annual Meeting. Any proposed change shall be included In the notice of the Annual 

Meeting stm to all Cabinet members and affiliates. h

ARTICLE VIII 
■ ij 

FISCAL POLICIES 

SEC HON 1, SOURCES OF FUNDS, Fúnda shall arise frota foe payment of dues and donatiorta by members and 
affiliates. When so authorized by the Board ofDirectois, foods maybe received from any responsible source, 

_ i 
SECTION 2. FISCAL YEAR The fiscal year shall be the «alendar year, beginning January land aiding December 

31. i i ■ -
t. 

SECTION 3. DEPOSITORIES, The Board of Directors shall establish accounts in reputable fiduciary imtitutions at 

it may deem practical and appropriate, and may invest at its discretion any accumulation of funds not required for 
current coounllnicnts. 

SECTTON 4. DISBURSEMENTS. Disbursements shall be made by the Board ofDirectois in accordance with a 
general annual budget prepared by the Board cfDirectorj end accepted by majority vote of the Cabinet at the Annual 
Meeting 
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ARTICLE IX ; 

RULES OF ORDER, AND COMMITTEES 

SECTION L RULES OF ORDER- flo frmb Jiu/w O/Clnde?-- tetra i revisen- shall govern thewndutf nfall 

meetings oft be Cabinet and of the Board of Directors, and in all cue» where applicable and where nobirtcorjiatent 

with the by-laws herewith. 

SECTION 1. COMMITTEES. The Board ofDirecton ind/ór the President shall appoint all commitlees required 
to conduct the affairs of ECO SWF, and each committee shall make a report to the Annual Meeting, except as ' 

otherwise provided in these by-laws. 

ARTICLES 

AMENDMENTS 

Any member of the Cabinet in good standing, or any ten (10) or more afilíate? acting in caneen, may submit a 

proposal or motion to tunead these by-laws, and such proposal or motion shall be considered by the Board of 

Directors at its next regular meeting. If the majority of the Board so votes, the subject matter of the proposal ar 
motion shall be incorporated in the next Annual Meeting ootka, and the decision to accept or reject shall be nude by 

the Cabinet and Bawd ofDirectors at such mealing. A two-thirds (3/3) vote of those attending and voting shill be 
required to make any proposed change afifective. 

- END -
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	Cover Letter and COS - Becky Ayech (PDF)
	f.ECOSWF Testimony of Becky Ayech + Exhibits
	Q. Please state your name.
	A. Becky Ayech.

	Q. Where do you live?
	A. 421 Verna Road, Sarasota, FL 34240.

	Q. What organization are you a member of?
	A. The Environmental Confederation of Southwest Florida.

	Q. How long have you been a member?
	A. Over 40 years.

	Q. What is your position in the organization?
	A. President.

	Q. What is your source of income?
	A. Social Security income.

	Q. Are you a customer of FPL? If so, for how long?
	A. Unfortunately, yes. I have been a customer for about 48 years.

	Q. What do you think of FPL?
	A. I do not like FPL at all. Over the years, FPL has become less interested in providing quality service to its customers. In the past, meter readers would come to my house, and I would be able to ask them questions. Since the meter readers became rem...

	Q. How much does your FPL bill usually cost each month?
	A. It costs around $135, and I don’t even have air conditioning.

	Q. How do you feel about the current price you are paying for your electric utility?
	A. The current price I pay is already too much. I have taken every practice and precaution to try to keep my electric bill low—I don’t even use air conditioning or central heat on my property. My base rate charge in 2012 for the first 1000 kWh was $0....

	Q. Based on information provided by FPL, the base rate for electricity is projected to increase by about 22.5% by 2027. How would this rate increase impact you?
	A. I am on a fixed Social Security income, which certainly would not increase by 22.5% even over the next decade or two. My electricity not only provides lights and powers my appliances, but also provides my drinking water through an electric pump on ...

	Q. As a Floridian, are you concerned about climate change?
	A. Yes. I have grown crops for many years and have noticed that the climate is getting hotter and dryer. Because of this, the growing season is shorter, which means that there is less of an opportunity to grow crops.  This year was the worst yet.

	Q. Based on information provided by FPL, part of this rate increase includes approximately 230 million dollars for upgrades to its generating fleet, including its existing fossil fuel plants. Do you believe this will have an impact on the climate?
	A. Yes. Continuing to fund gas power plants will contribute to global warming, and FPL knows that too.

	Q. In light of that, how do you feel about contributing your own money to those projects through your FPL bill?
	A. I feel as though I am being robbed. I do not want to pay for FPL’s continued investment in power-generating plants that will significantly contribute to climate change, which adversely affects me.

	Q. What organization are you speaking on behalf of?
	A. The Environmental Confederation of Southwest Florida.

	Q. How would FPL’s proposed rate increase impact the members of your organization? How do you know?
	A. Many members of ECOSWF are customers of FPL. Some of the individual members, like me, would not be able to afford the rate increase. I know ECOSWF members will be affected because I talk to them.

	Q. Is your organization concerned about climate change?
	A. Yes. ECOSWF is concerned about protecting Southwest Florida’s natural resources, like water, soil, and flora and fauna, which climate change significantly harms.

	Q. Based on information provided by FPL, part of this rate increase will pay upgrades to FPL’s fossil fleet. Does your organization believe this will have an impact on the climate?
	A. Yes. ECOSWF believes that such power plants will contribute to climate change.

	Q. What is the mission of your organization?
	A. The mission of ECOSWF is to conserve, maintain, and protect the air, water, soil, wildlife, historic and architecturally significant structures, flora and fauna, and other natural resources of Southwest Florida, the State of Florida and of the Unit...

	Q. How is the purpose of your organization being served by participating in this proceeding?
	A. By participating in this proceeding, ECOSWF can help combat investments in fossil-fuel generation, which contributes to climate change. Climate change alters the very nature of Florida, starting with the soil, where microbes and fungi have adapted ...

	Q. What does ECOSWF’s membership consist of?
	A. We have member organizations and individual members.

	Q. How many of those would you estimate are FPL customers?
	A. Probably about 70% of members are FPL customers.

	Q. How do you know that most of your members are FPL customers?
	A. I ask members from different counties if they are FPL customers, which tells me whether other members in those particular counties are FPL customers.

	Q. Will a substantial number of your organization’s members be substantially affected by the Commission’s decision in this proceeding? How do you know?
	A. Yes. Many members of ECOSWF are customers of FPL and will have to pay much more for their electricity if the base rate is increased. If the Commission approves FPL’s rate increase, it will allow FPL to increase its contribution to greenhouse gas em...

	Q. How is the subject matter of this proceeding within your organization’s general scope of interest and activity?
	A. ECOSWF does not support investments in fossil-fuel generation because it contributes to climate change, which adversely affects Southwest Florida’s natural resources by changing the ecosystem starting with the micro-organisms and fungi in the soil....

	Q. Why is the relief requested in this proceeding appropriate for your organization to receive on behalf of its members?
	A. ECOSWF does not want its members to pay a much higher rate for electricity when electricity is already expensive and when the increase in their payments continues to fund fossil-fuel generation.

	Q. How has your organization engaged with utility matters in the past?
	A. ECOSWF has intervened or participated in numerous proceedings at the Public Service Commission in order to try to stop unnecessary investments in fossil-fuel generation and unnecessary rate increases.  These include In re: Petition for determinatio...

	Q. Why has it done so?
	A. Because we live here and love it.  ECOSWF has done so to fight unnecessary investments in fossil-fuel generation because climate change is negatively affecting its members and the environment it aims to protect.

	Q. Does that conclude your testimony?
	A. Yes, it does.
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