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Turtles

Continued from Page 3A
'Sophia’ was patlent No. 1

The suffering of a threatened sea
turtle duhbed “Sophia® sort of gat it all
going

Ponatlon of Otlando NHealth's spe-
cialized equipment was sputred on by
the arrival of 1t4-pound loggethead sea
turtle, Sophia, found to have 20-plus
hooks in her gastrointestinal tract,
along with fishing line, Oitando Itcallh
sald n a press release,

The zoo's vet team removed two
hooks, but most of the hooks and the
fishing line remain due to difficulties
accessing parts of Sophla’s digestive
tract and a lack of the tools needed to
remove hooks.

Orlando Healll's donation of the
Qoots needed, and ]ﬁr chnstophl 'stech

Brevard Zoo has parinered with
Otlando Health to scope out more fish
hooks from sea tustles, The hospital
has donated speciaiized equipment to
help And and and remove fish haoks
and other foreign objects that
endangered and threatened sea
turtles swallow when they mistake
those Items for food, ProviDED &Y
BREVAZD 700

-w ver
team to try 10 remove mote of the
hooks, and potentially cut or temove
the fishing line, The poal is to nurse
Sophla back to health enough 1o retu

consult on h
“As g,nsnoememloglsts, we nse this
technology every day to perform mini-
mally lmasl\we pmceduza lhat im—
;' Dr.

her home to the ocean.
Beyond the the sea tur-

said 'Belng able to help sea turtle pa-
This col-

e patients will benefit from Criardlo
Health's experlise, added Dr. Rachel
Turney, director of wwmwy Progmms
at Brevard Zoo, *In adrdi

laboration demonstrates haw medical
Inngvation and teamwork can extend
beyond human hea!lhcale to benefit
the broader

nology ftself, this is an invaluable op-

portunity for collaboration and educa-

tion betwveen our two teams.”
Physidans from Orlando Health will

Wwymer covers the environment
and government. Contact him at (324}
261-5903 or fieaymer@floridatoday
.cont.

Aging
Continued from Page 3A

That’s why this job stlll means so
much. Every week, our newsroom gets
to lelt stories aboul our community.
We're grateful for your support of local
journalism. Hete are some the storles
our team brought you this week:

« Port Canaveral s getting ready for
the crulse industry’s newest and larg-
est ships with two major construction
projects. Repoiter Tyler Vazqueztoldus
about the work underway.

oA Melboume police officer re~
slgncd amld an Internat IMew of the

that left him withabroken arm. The in-
cident zemains under review.

» National Hot Dog Day has passed
but we don't need an offictal spot onthe
calendar to enjoy weenles, franks and
foottongs. Food & Dintng Reporter Am-
ber Olesen pives us her bst of some
good spols in Brevard 1o get a hot dog.

» Also, it wouldn't be a week on tlle
Space Coast without a b

Alligators

Cantinuad from Page 3A

Flosida has an estimated 13 million
alligatows, and that famiharity with
their presence may be one reason that
people look for a happy medium in co-
existing with gatots, that, nonetheless,
can sometimes put them in harm's way.

And why doesit seem like people are
mote frightened of sharks than alliga-
tors?

Acoording to the Florida Museum of
Natural History, if people had to pick,
they'd rather be faced witha gator than
a shark in Florida. That's even though
an an alligator atiack Is almost thies
times more likely 10 be fatal.

Since the mid-1800s, there have
been 36 shark-related fatalities In the
siate of Flotlda, according to the Infer-
national Shark Attack File, That's com-
pared 10 33 latal alligator-related fatal-
[tes In Florida from 1948 through June.

‘The last was fata) shark attack was
in 2010 when 38-year-old kiteboarder
Stephen Schafer dled after encounter~
tng a bull or tiger shark south of Stuart
Bea

QBA: Why do people take risks
with alligators in Florlda?

Florida State Uni Assocl

The issue is that alligators
are not arare, isolated
hazard in Florida. They are
part of the environment,
Alligators are found in all
67 Florida counties, and
the state has about 1.3
mitllon of them, So, for
many Floridians, alligator
risk becomes a famillar,
managed background.

chenge to the situation. 1 says in no
uncertaln terms that there may be a
shark neatby right new, which i differ-
ent than the norm, To people, that feels
acute and immediate, hence impor-
tant, It is more like a {omado wamning
than a severe thunderstorm warming.
That difference changes how people
process things psychologically. Allipa-
tors are famlliar and endemic tn Flori~
da. People know they are there, and
many Floridlans tearn the basie rules
for coexisting with them, I giew up
toarmt: o " i

Psychology Professor David March ex-
phins peoples’ thought processes
when it comes to alliga~
tors and why they may

ligator.

And FWC’s guidance is to do things
like keep your distance, never feed alli-
gatoss, swim only in deslgnated areas

be more afrald of shaiks  during daylight hours, and keep pets
than Florida's freshwa- leashed and away from the water, That
ter apex predator. kind of guidance comrectly encourages
Question: ‘There are  people to treat alligators as a managed
| signs in many of Florl-  local hazard, and not a rare occurrence
March da’s waterways warn- like a shark.
ing of alllga(on, hul Sharks are also different in the pub-
people stll risky b liek them less oft

that In some cases lead to injury or
death, Why are the warnings not tak-
enseriously?

Answer; Lwould nuually be mre{ul

withth

they are more culturally dramatized,
and it’s easier to imagine a sudden cat-
astrophic predator event with a shark
In light of n';:c:a like Jawy” and

take the riousty. In most

faunch. Check out our phota gallery
from the July 14 launch. The next Space
Coast launch Is scheduled for Juty 21
‘Thank you for subseribing to FLORI-
mODAY and supporting local four-

Executive Editor Mam Bellaby can

cases, they probably do.

The issue is that allipators are nota
rare, Isolated hazard in Florida. They
are part of the envirenment. Alligators

foundinall 67 Florid: ies, and
the state has about 1.3 milllon of thetn.
So, for inany ¥Floridians, aligator risk

be reached at

idato-

of & 15 1d

3

interested peisons a e nnted to at end.

530 am. (EOTY

Goverpvnen Center

of lhe folirang ways

to partikapate.

1.800 955 8771 (TDD)

a famlllar, managed back-
ground,

That means people are often making
a mental trade-off, like we do In many
facets of our lives On one exireme, we
could avoid every pond, lake and golf-
coursewater hazard in the state. Onthe
other extreme, we could behave as if
the alligators don't exist,

Most people probably alm for a liv-
ahle middle ground by staying aware,

it ] gives the
shark threat a lot of psychological
force, even when the objective rsk is
low. The image of a shark attack is viv-
?i, frightening, and culturally rein-

ced,
I's Illwty niot that people fear shavks
every context

parent nc:u- a retention pond mlh a
small child or dog may be very worried
about alligators, But sharks are more
likely to become the focal threat at the
beach because they fit the mental pro-
tolype of an acute hidden predator that
Is rare, fast, dangerous, and frequently
veinforced by movies and dvamatic
news slories.

In a similar sense, why are people
more concerned about sharks at the
beach than tip currents or Hightning?

People worry about s]mks because

kzeplng their distance from what look
like ic areas, and hi
their childven and pets, That is not the
same as jgnoring the waming or not
taking it seriously. It is treating the
wamning as part of ordinary ife in Flori-
da.

Think aboul the fact that alligator
injuries, though often serimis, are stifl
1elatively rare, glven how widespread
allipators and human-water interac-
tions ate. FWC's February 2026 bite

sharks are psychol vivid, They
are visible In the imaglmllon even
when they are not visible in the water.

Rip cwrzents and lightning are more
dangerous in many contexis, but they
are less agentic and less cineinatic. A
shark Feels like an attacker. A rip cur-
rent feels like water unul you are
caught Init. Lightning feels lke weath-
er until the danger is Immedlate, That
malvas people over- -attend to the rare

lists only 13 d alli-

gatox bites In Florkda in 2025, including
two (atalities, and SO0 unprovoked
biles with 32 fatalities from 1948
through 2025. Without ordinary pre-
caytions, those numbers would defi-
nitely be much higher. So, 1 weuld not
say the signs are ineffective orignored.
1would say 1hat they exist ina context
where the hazard is constant.

If signs are posted at the beach
warning of sharks, peaple are iikely
to avold the water, Is there moye fear
ahout sharks than alligators? If so,
why would people handle the situa-
tions dlfferently?

1think that 1s probably right, but the
reasen Is Important. An alligator sign
near a Florida pond ot lake 1ells people
something they ikely already know —
thisisanalligator’s habitat, souse cau-

tion.

But a shalk waming at the beach
woutd prob he as A

ttend tothe
more common envitonmental threats
fn all these cases, the difference is
not simply fear versus no fear. It is an
acute threat versus background tisk.
Sharks ofien feel like an immediate
predator event. Alligators in Flotida of-
ten feel like a familiar environmental
hazard. Rip currents and lightning may
be objectively more itaportant in many
contexts, but they lack the vivid preda-
tor imagery that makes sharks so psy-
chokgicalty salient.

Kinberly Miller isajournalist for the
USA TODAY NETWORK FLORIDA, She
covers weather, the environment and
critters as the Embracing Florida re-
porter. Jf you have newcs tips, please
send them to kmtiiler@pbposi com You
can get all of Florida’s best content di-
rectly in your inbox each iceckday by
slgning up for the free newslettez, Flori-

TODAY, at palmbeachpost.com/

CITY OF COCOA
NOTICE OF GENERAL ELECTION

NOTICE s haraby given that 2 Genesal Edection for Distncts 1 & 4 will ba held in end
Florida, on Tuesday, November 3, 2026, for the purpose of
#lecting Members for Districts 1 & 4. The Councd Members elecied in the General

for tha City of Cocoa,
Election will serve now 4-year terms,
Tha Qualying

For further information on qualdyng,
phone at 321-433-8488, by emai to

Cry Hall at 65 Stone Street, Cocoa, Florksa, City Halt hours are Zom 8 00 a.m, 0 5 00

p.m., Monday through Friday.
Dated this the 9th day of July, 2026

#s/ Monica Arsenaut
Monica Arsenault, CIMC, City Clerk
Caty of Cocoa

Period for this General Election wil be from Tuesday, August 4, 2026 at
HNoon until Tuesday, August 18, 2028 at Noor.

.uesemtﬁmunmaupcaycmw

or by visiting Cocoa
















Florida City Gas - Notice of Filing a Request for a Rate increase

@ Keating, Beth [@l © Reply [ % Reply Al l > Forvared ] [E] E]

To @ Keating, Beth Mon 4/20/2026 2:13 PM
Cc @ Keating, Beth
Bee O itylabelte.com; O gerStownofmatebar.org: O lstcfano® fmedley.com; O City:M Smibflorg; © » P ~
Q jereyes@miamigov.com; O Cencon@miamigardens-fl.gov; O pi Omismilaieez-fl,gov; O i i ',',"n-—-f"tnmdloﬁouthbaymy:om ]
O meyor®mismidade.gov; © bt Bctyofzebastion.ony O rirgin@mi -"----"‘NMBMGRmmmh.em;O (el el govy
© Citymanages@paimbayfl.gov; & @pbegoy; © hall & fpal org: O ry-fhg ""'Odlvmhmwf"awOCMO@MPﬂ&m v
Henerable Str/Madam:

Please accept this as netificotion, pursuent to Rule 25-22.0408, Florida Administrative Code, that today Florida City Gas flled a rcquust for o rete Incresse with the Florida Public Service Commission. The docket number assigned, as reflected above, s Docket No. 20260026 Coples of the Company's
filing, including the petition, testimeny, and mini filing requi schedules, may be obtained from the Commission's wet o . Infermation 1s also avallable on the C 's wwwfloridacitypas.com.

PUTy

Sincere regards,

5 Gunster

Beth Keating | Tallahassee Office Managing Shareholder

215 5. Monroe Street, Suite 601
Tallahassee, Al 32301

p 850,521.1706 ¢ 850.591-9228
ounster.com |







Florida City Gas - Notice of Filing a Request for a Rate Increase

@ Keating, Beth (©] & repty [ © reyan [+ Forward | E]
o

To @ Kesting, Beth Mon 4/20/2026 412 PM
Ce @ Keating, Beth
Bec O MWilQcitylabelle.com; O 1Otownafmatabar.org; O Istefano@townofmediey.com; O CityMensger@mibfl.org; O townclerk@melbournevi a
Q‘ y iamig y O CB @miarnigardens-fl.gov; O r‘ Smismilakes-fl.gev; O i flgov, O Cnmdlﬂsouthbaymy.:om, .
Omiamidade.gov; O bbenton@cityolsebastian.org:  wirgin@mi '--’.')NMBMGRchtynmb.cowO““ ius@northmiamilgovy; O o Koflgov;
O Cilymmlgef@pllmbtyﬁ,gov' o] JAbanpbcgw © townhall @t fpaimshores.org; O P bay-flgov; Q diynch@tpptl.gov; O CMOOntyofpﬂmm; v
Honorabta Sir/Madam:
Pleose accept this as notification, pursuant to Rule 25-22.0406, Florkia Administrative Coda, that today Florida City Gas filed a reguest for a rate Increase with the Florida Public Service Commission. The docket number assigned, as reflected above, is Docket No. 20290026. Coples of the Company’s
fillng, including the petition, testimony, and minimum filing requirement schedules, may be obtained from the Commission’s wabsite at: . Information is atso available on the Company’s www.floridacitygas.com.
Sincare regards,
Beth Keating | Tallah Office » ing Sh
215 S. Monroe Strect, Suite 601
Tallahassee, R 32301

P 850,521,1706 ¢ 850.591-9228
qunstarcom |

























