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BEFORE THE FLORIDA PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION 

In re : Application for a staff- ) 
a s sisted rate case in Duval County ) 
by COMMERCIAL UTILITIES, DIVISION ) 
OF GRACE AND COMPANY , INC. ) 

DOCKET NO. 910766 -WS 

ORDER NO . 2!>6 4 :l 

_________________________________ ) 
ISSUED: 1/1.7/~2 

The following Commissioners participated in the disposition of 
this matter : 

SUSAN F. CLARK 
J. TERRY DEASON 

BETTY EASLEY 

ORPER GRANTING MONITOR STATUS . CANCELLING 
WASTEWATER TARIFF . ANP AMENDING ORDER NO. 25076 

BY THE COMMISSION: 

I 

Commer cia l Utiliti es, Division of Grace and Company, Inc. 
(Comme r cia l ) is a Cla:;s " C" utility located in Duval County . The 
utility p rovides service to approximately thirteen general service 
water c us t omer s and thirty-seve n general service water and I 
waste wa t e r c us tomers in a mobile home subdivision, Colonial Park, 
which is owned and operated by Grace and Company, Inc. 

The Jacksonville Department o f He alth and Welfare a nd Bio­
Env i r o nment al Service requires Commerc ial to c onnect i ts wastewater 
p lant to t he r egiona l s ewe rage by March, 1992 . Commercial elec ted 
to intercon nec t with the City of Jac ksonville (City) in January 
1991 , to al l e v iat e c osts associated with newly requ ired water tests 
a nd p lan improvements . The water sys tem was connected in Janua ry 
1991 . 

o n Januar y 18 , 1991, in Docket No. 910069 , Commercial filed a n 
a pplicat ion for a limited proceeding for an i ncreas e in water and 
was t e wa t e r r ates due to the required wastewater interconne ction and 
the elected water interconnection. By Order No. 25076 , issued 
Septembe r 17, 199 1, this Commission authorized the utility to 
implement i nc r e ase d was tewater rates on an interim bas i s to allow 
the r ecove ry of costs assoc i ate d with the wastewater 
i nte r connection. Co mmercial submitted revised t a ri f fs and a 
customer not ice wh ich we approved. Anticipating that the 
wast ewa t er p lant i nte r c onnection would t a ke place a s scheduled o n 
Oct ober 1, 199 1 , we designated October 17, 1991 a s the effective 
d a t e o f t he interim wastewater rates. 
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On J uly 10, 1991, Commercial applied for this Staff-Assisted 
Ra t e Case (SARC). Based on our complete audit report dated 
November 13 , 1991, we learned that the wastewater plant 
i nterconnection had not taken place due to reasons beyond the 
utility' s control. However , by letter date November 19 , 1991, 
Commercial stated that it has not implemented the interim rate and 
does not intend to do so until actual interconnection. City 
employees now estimate that the wastewater plant interconnection 
will take p lace between April 1992 and June 1992. Because of the 
delay in interconnection, by letter dated December 6, 1991, 
Commercial r equested that this Docket be placed in monitoring 
status until J uly 1, 1992. Also, Commercial will withdraw its SARC 
application if the wastewater plant interconnection is not 
completed by July 1, 1992 . Since the date o f the interconnection 
will be determined by the City, not the util i ty, we grant 
Commercial ' s request to place th is Docket in monitoring status 
until July 1, 1991 . 

By not. c harging its tariffed rates, approved in Order No. 
25076 , Commercial is technically in violation of section 367 . 081, 
Florida Statutes. This section sets forth the r equirements and 
procedures relating t o rates and states that a utility may only 
charge rates a nd c ha rges that have been approved by this 
Commission . Although Commercial is tec hnically in violation of its 
tariff, under the circumstances, we have determine d that no 
punitive action is ~arranted. 

Since tho utility has not implemented the tar i f fed rates , the 
utility ' s existing wastewater tariff is cancelled . Commercial snall 
file its wastewater t ariff reflecting rates in effect prior to the 
issuance of Order No . 25076 , and upon interconnection, Conmercial 
shall file the revised wastewater tariff reflecting those rates 
approved i n Order No . 25076. The revised wastewater tariff sheets 
will be a pproved upon our staff's ve rification that the tar i ff is 
consistent with our decision . Al s o , Commercial shall s ubmit and 
have approved a proposed notice to its customers of the increased 
rates and c harges and the reasons therefor. 

Since Order No. 25076 requires Comme rcial to implement the 
approved interim rates i n October 1991, the date of the original 
interconnection , but the interconnection failed to take place ~t 
that time, Order No. 25076 is hereby ame nded to reflect t hat the 
interim wastewater rates shall become eff ective on or after the 
date to be filed after interconnection as d iscussed previously. 
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The interim rates s ha l l, at that time, be implemented for meter 
readings o n or after thirty days from the stamped approval date on 
the revised tariff sheets . 

It is, therefore 

ORDERED by the Florida Public Service Commission that 
Commercial Utilities , Division of Grace and Company, Inc.'s request 
to place this docket in monitor status until July 1 , 1992, is 
hereby granted . It is further 

ORDERED that Commercial Utilities, Division of Grace and 
Company, Inc . •s exLsting wastewater tariff is hereby cancelled . It 
is further 

I 

ORDERED that Commercial Utilities, Division of Grace and 
Company, Inc. shall f i le a wastewater tariff r eflecting rates in 
effect prior to tho issuance of Order No . 25076 . It is f urther 

ORDERED that upon interconnection , Commercial Utilities, I 
Division of Grace and Company, Inc. shall file a revised wastewater 
tariff reflecting those rates approved in Order No. 25076 . It is 
further 

ORDERED that Order No. 25076 , issued September 17, 1991, is 
hereby amended to r tato that the interim wastewater rates shall 
become effective on or after the date of the wastewate~ 

interconnection. The interim rates s hall be implemented f or mete r 
readings o n or after thirty days from the stamped approval date on 
the revised tariff sheets . 

By ORDER of tho Florida Public Service Commission, this 27th 
day of JANUARY 19 92 

(SE AL) 

NRF 

rector 
"-~rords and Reporting 
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The Florida Public Service Commission is required by Section 
120.59(4) , Florida statutes, to notify parties of any 
administrative hearing or j udicial review of Commission orders that 
is available under Sections 120.57 or 120 .68, Florida Statutes , as 
well as the procedures and time limits that apply. This notice 
should not be construed to mean all requests for an admi nistrative 
hearing or judicial review will be granted or res ult in the reli~e 
sought. 

Any party adversely affected by the Commission' s final acticn 
in this matter may request: l) reconsideration of the decision by 
filing a motion for reconsideration with the Direct or , Division of 
Records and Reporting within fifteen (15) days of the issuance of 
this order in the form prescribed b y Rule 25-22.060, Florida 
Administra ivo Code; or 2 ) judicial review by the Florida Supreme 
Court in the c ase of an electric, g as or telephone utility or the 
First District court of Appeal in the case of a water or sewer 
utility by filing a notice of appeal with the Director, Division of 
Records and Reporting and filing a copy of the notice of appeal and 
tho filing reo with the appropriate court. This filing must b~ 
completed within thirty (30} days after the issuance of this order, 
pursuant to Rule 9 . 110, Florida Rules of Appellate Procedure. The 
notice of appeal must be in the form specified in Rule 9.900 (a), 
Florida Rules of Appellate Procedure. 
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