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BEFORE THE FLORIDA PUBLIC SERVICE COMMI SS I ON 

In re: Application for 1996 
disposition of contributions in 
aid of construction by Hudson 
Utilities, Inc. d/b/a Hudson Bay 
Company in Pasco County. 

DOCKET NO. 961152-SU 
ORDER NO. PSC-98 - 0738 -FOF-SU 
ISSUED: May 28, 1 998 

The following Commissioners part icipa t ·d 1 n Lht~ d 1 S f " •s 1 t 1 u r. 
this matter: 

J. TERRY DEASON 
SUSAN F. CLARK 

JOE GARCIA 

ORDER GRANTING UTILITY'S REQUEST TO 
CREDIT UNCLAIMED REFUNDS TO CI AC 

AND CLOSING POCKET 

BY THE COMMISSION: 

BACKGROUN D 

Hudson Utilities, Inc. d/b/a Hudson Bay Company (Hudson o r 
uti lity) is a Class B wastewater utility providing service t o 
customers in Pasco County. As of December 31, 1997 , the utility 
served 1,339 wastewater customers, had gross operati ng revenue s of 
$793,845, and reported net operating income of $ 70 , 8 48 . 

By Order No. PSC-97-0656-AS-WS, issued November 23 , 1992 , in 
Docket No. 961152-SU, we required the ut ili ty t o r e fund a to tal of 
$44 , 920 , plus a ccrued interest thro ugh t he dat e o f r ef und in 
contributions-in-aid-of-constructio n (CIAC) gross up to 
contributors on a pro rata basis. The refund was for 1994, and wa s 
to be completed within six months. The utility has c ompleted the 
refunds and to date, $1,599 o f the refunds remain un c laimed. By 
letter dated February 16, 1998, Hudson requested that it be al lowed 
to credit the unclaimed refunds to its CI AC account. The ut i lity ' s 
request to dispose of the unclaimed refunds is the subject o f this 
Order. 

CREDIT OF UNCLAIMED REFUNDS 

In accordance with Order No . PSC- 97 - 0656-AS-WS , Hudson 
implemented the r efund and submi tted copies o f it s r e fund r e p o r t t o 
the Commission. By letters dated January 2 1, 19 9H , dnd Fe bruary 
16 , 1998, Hudson provided c opies o f c anc eled refund c hec ks and/o r 
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c ustomer c redits reflecting refund amo unts. Hudso n requested that 
t he CIAC refunds whi c h remain o utstanding be c redi ted t o i ts C IAC 
a c count. Hudson reported that the unclaimed refund total is 
$1,599, including interest ($118 is interes t). The unc laimed 
refunds represent 3.5 percent of the refunds o rdered. There fore, 
only fourteen customers could not be located to rec eive t h e $1 , 59 9 
in CIAC gross-up taxes. 

Hudson has provided us with a list o f eac h individual chec k, 
payee and amount remaining unclaimed. Also , Hud son ga v e t he 
following explanation of its efforts to complete the refund: 

1. For many customers, the addres ses were in t he 
utility's files; 

2. For others , they contacted t he loc al United S ta tes 
Postal Office for forward i ng addresses ; a nd 

3. They also obtained information from contributors ' 
neighbors in the communit i e s . 

Hudson mailed the refund checks to t he last kno~n ma il ing addres s 
o f each contributor. Further, Hudson has stated tha t the r e ma i ning 
refunds are undeliverable and/or the individuals are no longer 
residents in the service territo ry. The utili t y ha s been unable t o 
l ocat e a forward i ng address f or these remai n i ng c u s t umPr s . 

According to the utility's 1996 annual repo r t , t he utilit y i s 
42 .49 percent c ontributed for the was t ewater s ystems . In 
conside ration of the foregoing, we find it a ppro priat e to gra n t 
Hudson's request to credit its CIAC a ccount i n t he a moun t o l $1 , 599 
for unc laimed CIAC refunds . This p r o cedu r e is consi stent wi th 
Order No. PSC-94-1443-FOF-WS, i ssued No vembe r 23, 1994, in Doc ket 
No . 941 0 96-WS and with Order No . PSC-92 -1 290-FOF-WS , issued 
No vember 10, 1992 , in Doc ket No. 90 1019-WS . 

CLOSING OF UOCKET 

There is no furthe r a c tio n to be t a ken in this doc ket , and t he 
d ocket shall be closed. 

Ba s ed o n the foregoing, it is 
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ORDERED by the Flo rida Publi c Serv ice Commi ss i o n tha t Hud son 
Ut ilities, Inc. d/b/a Hudson Bay Company's r e quest t o c red it the 
unclaimed refunds to c ontributi o ns- i n-ai d - o f- construc ti o n i s 
granted. It is further 

ORDERED that this doc ket i s c l o sed. 

By ORDER of the Flo rida Public Service Comm i s s i o n t h is ~ 
da y o f ~. ~. 

( S E A L ) 
LAJ 

Divisio n o f Re cor ds and Re po r ti ng 

NOTICE OF FURTHER PROCEEDINGS OR J VDlClAL REVIEW 

The Florida Public Servi c e Commissio n is required by Se ct i o n 
12 0 . 569(1), Florida Statutes , t o no tify p a r t i es of any 
administrative hearing or judic ial r e v i ew o f Commission o r ders that 
is available under Sections 120 . 57 o r 120 .68, Fl o r i da Sta tut es , as 
well as the procedures and time limits that apply. Th i s not i c e 
should not be construed t o mean all reque sts f or an a dm i nis t ra t ive 
hearing or judicial review will be granted o r r esu lt in t he re l ief 
s o ught. 

Any party advers ely affected by t he Commissi on 's fi na l a c t i on 
i n this matter may request: 1 ) recons ide r a tio n o f t he dec isi o n by 
filing a motion for reconsiderati o n wi t h t he Dire c t o r, Di v ision of 
Records and Reporting, 2540 Shuma r d Oa k Bou leva r d , Tallahassee , 
Florida 32 399-0850, within fifteen (15) d ays of the issuance of 
this o rde r in the form presc ribed by Rule 25- 22 .060 , Fl o rida 
Administ r at ive Code; or 2 ) judicial review by the Fl o ri da Supreme 
Court in the case of an electri c , gas o r tel epho ne u ti l ity or t he 
Fi rst District Court of Appea l in the c a se o f a wa te.r and/o r 
wastewa t er utility by f i ling a no ti ce of a ppea l wi t h the Direc t o r, 
Di vis ion o f Records and repo rting and f ili ng a copy of t he not 1c e 
o f appea l and the filing fee with t he appro p riate cou rt. This 
fili ng must be comple ted wi t hin thir t y (30) da ys a f ter t he issuanc e 
o f th i s order, pursuant t o Rule 9 . 110 , Flo ri da Ru l es o f Appellate 
Proced u re. The noti ce o f a ppe al must be in t h e f 0rm specifi e d in 
Ru le 9 . 900(a) , Florida Rules o f Appellate P_o c e c ure. 


