Kimberly Caswell _ -~
Vice President and General Counsel, Southeast ver‘z on

Legal Department
FLTCO0007
201 North Franklin Street (33602)
Post Office Box 110
Tampa, Florida 33601-0110

Phone 813 483-2606
Fax 813 204-8870
kimberly.caswell @ verizon.com

June 18, 2001 OR/G/NAL

Ms. Blanca S. Bayo, Director
Division of Records & Reporting
Florida Public Service Commission
2540 Shumard Oak Boulevard
Tallahassee, FL 32399-0850

Re:  Docket No. 990649-TP
Investigation into Pricing of Unbundled Network Elements

Dear Ms. Bayo:

Please find enclosed for filing an original and fifteen copies of Verizon Florida Inc.’s
Reply to Sprint’'s Response to Motion for Continuance in the above matter. Service
has been made as indicated on the Certificate of Service. If there are any questions
regarding this filing, please contact me at (813) 483-2617.

Sincerely,

Hutan Pog -

@wKimberIy Caswell
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BEFORE THE FLORIDA PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

In re: Investigation into Pricing ) Docket No. 990649-TP
of Unbundled Network Elements ) Filed: June 18, 2001
(Phase Ill—Verizon/Sprint) )

)

VERIZON FLORIDA INC.’S REPLY TO
SPRINT’S RESPONSE TO MOTION FOR CONTINUANCE

On June 5, 2001, MCI WorldCom, Inc. and its operating subsidiaries (collectively,
WorldCom) and AT&T Communications of the Southern States, Inc. (AT&T) filed a
Motion for Continuance of this Proceeding. MCI and AT&T correctly indicated that
Verizon Florida Inc. (Verizon) did not oppose the Motion.

Sprint-Florida, Incorporated and Sprint Communications Company Limited
Partnership (Sprint) responded to the AT&T/MCI Motion on June 12, 2001. Sprint
opposes a continuance for its portion of the hearing and is “interested in seeing”
Verizon’s case proceed on the existing schedule because of Sprint’s pending arbitration
with Verizon.

Verizon is indifferent as to whether Sprint's case is continued or not. However,
Sprint has offered no legitimate reason for the Commission to refuse to grant a
continuance of Verizon's case. Sprint filed an arbitration petition against Verizon on
June 1, 2001, thus making at least certain UNE rates an issue in that proceeding and
forcing the parties to litigate them there. The arbitration will go forward on the timetable
set forth in the Telecommunications Act of 1996, regardless of whether the schedule in
the UNE case remains the same or not. Sprint will have a full opportunity to address
interconnection terms and prices in the context of its arbitration, which is exactly the

procedure the Act prescribes and which Sprint itself has chosen. If Sprint had intended
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to wait for UNE rates to be set in this generic case, it would presumably not have filed
an arbitration petition presenting UNE rate levels as an issue there, too.

Based on past experience, the Commission should be wary of Sprint’s efforts to
preserve two tracks to litigate the same issues. In 1996, Sprint initiated arbitration of an
interconnection agreement with Verizon before this Commission. After forcing the
Commission to conduct the arbitration and render a decision, Sprint nullified the entire
proceeding by electing a different agreement. In that case, the Commission observed:
“We do not believe Congress intended to permit parties to take parallel tracks in
arbitration proceedings: one track to pursue the best deal possible in an arbitration, and
the other track to keep all options open so that either party can abandon an arbitration
order simply because it does not like what it gets.” Petition by Sprint Comm. Co.
Limited Partnership for arbitration with GTE Florida Inc., Order No. PSC-97-0550-FOF-
TP, 97 FPSC 5:299 (1997). The same rationale still holds true. Sprint has again chosen
to arbitrate with Verizon, and it has no right to pursue multiple options to resolve the
same issues, without regard to the potential burden on Verizon or the Commission.

As the Commission knows, the issue of appropriate cost methodology for UNE
ratesetting is still an open issue at the federal level. The continuance AT&T and MCI
request at least increases the likelihood that the U.S. Supreme Court will have settled
this issue by the time this Commission must take up Verizon's case. Although the
parties (including Verizon) and Staff have done significant work on the case to this
point, a continuance could well avoid the likely possibility that they will be compelied to

do substantially more work that will turn out to be futile in the end.



For these reasons, Verizon urges the Commission to grant the AT&T/MCI Motion

for Continuance with regard to Verizon's case.

Respectfully submitted on June 18, 2001.

O duw PALe

c/‘-" T(mberly Ca well
@ P. O. Box 110 FLTCO0007
Tampa, Florida 33602
Telephone: (813) 483-2617

Attorney for Verizon Florida Inc.



CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

| HEREBY CERTIFY that copies of Verizon Florida Inc.’'s Reply to Sprint's
Response to Motion for Continuance in Docket No. 990649-TP were sent via U.S. mail

on June 18, 2001 to the parties on the attached list.
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Staff Counsel

Florida Public Service Commission

2540 Shumard Oak Boulevard
Tallahassee, FL 32399-0850

BellSouth Telecommunications *
Nancy B. White

c/o Nancy H. Sims

150 South Monroe St., Suite 400
Tallahassee, FL 32301-1556

MC! WorldCem Inc. *

Donna Canzano McNulty

325 John Knox Road, Suite 105
Tallahassee, FL 32303-4131

Time Warner Telecom *
Carolyn Marek

233 Bramerton Court
Frankiin, TN 37069

*

Intermedia Comm. Inc.
Scott Sapperstein

One Intermedia Way
M.C. FLT-HQ3
Tampa, FL 33647-1752

Bruce May

Holland Law Firm

315 S. Calhoun Street
Suite 600
Tallahassee, FL 32301

Charles Rehwinkel *
Sprint-Florida

1313 Blairstone Road
MC FLTLHOO0107
Tallahassee, FL 32301

Pennington Law Firm *
Marc W. Dunbar

Karen M. Camechis

215 8. Monroe St., 2™ Floor
Tallahassee, FL 32301

Florida Cable Telecomm. Assoc. *

Michael A, Gross
246 East 6" Avenue, Suite 100
Tallahassee, FL 32303

John Spilman

Broadsiate Networks Inc.
675 Peter Jefferson Parkway
Suite 310

Charlottesville, VA 22911

Joseph McGilothlin *
McWhirter Reeves Law Firm
117 S. Gadsden Street
Tallahassee, FL 32301

Richard D. Melson *
Gabriel E. Nieto
Hopping Law Firm

123 S. Calhoun Street
Tallahassee, FL 32314

Mark Buechele

Supra Telecommunications
Koger Center-Ellis Building
1311 Executive Center Drive
Suite 200

Tallahassee, FL 32301-5027

Marc B. Rothschild

Robert Ridings

Swidler & Berlin

3000 K Street NW, Suite 300
Washington, DC 20007-5116

AT&T *

Marsha Rule

101 N. Monroe Street

Suite 700

Tallahassee, FL 32301-1549

Florida Public Tele. Assoc.
Angela Green

125 S. Gadsden St., #200
Tallahassee, FL 32301-1525

Brent E. McMahan
VP-Reg./Govt. Affairs
Netwerk Telephone Corp.
815 South Palafox Street
Pensacola, FL 32501

Stephen C. Reilly

Office of Public Counsel

111 W. Madison Street
Room 812

Tallahassee, FL 32399-1400

Elise Kiely

Jeffrey Blumenfeld
Blumenfeld & Cohen
1625 Mass. Avenue, N.W.
Suite 700

Washington, DC 20036

Hope G. Colantonio

Cleartel Communications Inc.
1255 22™ Street NW, 6™ Flr.
Washington, DC 20037

Catherine F. Boone *
Covad Comm. Co.

10 Glenlake Parkway
Suite 650

Atlanta, GA 30328-3495



Bettye Willis *

Alitel Comm. Services Inc.
One Allied Drive

Little Rock, AR 72203-2177

Vicki Gordon Kaufman *
McWhirter Reeves Law Firm
117 South Gadsden Street
Tallahassee, FL 32301

George S. Ford

Chief Economist

Z-Tel Communications Inc.
601 S. Harbour Island Blvd.
Tampa, FL 33602

Floyd R. Self

Messer Law Firm

215 S. Monroe Street
Suite 701

Tallahassee, FL 32302

Charles Pellegrini

Patrick Wiggins

Katz Kutter Law Firm

106 East College Avenue
12" Floor

Tallahassee, FL 32301

John Fons/Jeff Wahlen *
Ausley & McMullen

227 S. Calhoun Street
Tallahassee, FL 32302

BlueStar Networks, Inc. *

Norton Cutler/Michael Bressman
801 Crescent Centre Drive

Suite 600

Franklin, TN 37067

Jonathan E. Canis
Michael B. Hazzard

Kelley Drye & Warren
1200 19" St. NW, 5™ Floor
Washington, DC 20036

Eric Branfman/Morton Posner *
Swidler & Berlin

3000 K Street NW, Suite 300
Washington, DC 20007-5116

Network Access Solutions Corp.
100 Carpenter Drive, Suite 206
Sterling, VA 20164

Jim Lamoureux

AT&T

1200 Peachtree Street
Suite 8068

Atlanta, GA 30309

Gregory J. Darnell *
MCI WorldCom Inc.

Six Concourse Parkway
Suite 3200

Atlanta, GA 30328

Rodney L. Joyce

Shook Hardy & Bacon LLP
600 14™ St. N.W., Suite 800
Washington, DC 20005-2004

Florida Digital Network, Inc.
390 North Orange Avenue
Suite 2000

Orlando, FL 32801

Catherine Muccigrosso
Rhythms Links Inc.

6933 South Revere Parkway
Suite 100

Englewood, CO 80112-3981



