
@ BELLSOUTH 

BellSouth Telecommunications, Inc 850 224-7798 
Suite 400 Fax 850 224-5073 
150 South Monroe Street 
Tallahassee, Florida 32301-1556 

July 6,2001 

Mrs. Blanca S. Bay0 
Director, Division of Records and Reporting 
Florida Public Service Commission 
2540 Shumard Oak Boulevard 
Tallahassee, Florida 32399 

Marshall M. Criser HI 
Regulatory Vice President 

Re: Approval of two Amendments to the Interconnection, Unbundling, Resale and Collocation 
Agreement Negotiated by BellSouth Telecommunications, Inc. ("BellSouth") and Birch Telecom of 
the South, Inc. d/b/a Birch Telecom d/b/a Birch pursuant to Sections 251, 252 and 271 of the 
Telecommunications Act of 1996 

Dear Mrs. Bayo: 

Pursuant to section 252(e) of the Telecommunications Act of 1996, BellSouth and Birch Telecom 
of the South, Inc. d/b/a Birch Telecom d/b/a Birch are submitting to the Florida Public Service 
Commission an amendment to their negotiated agreement for the interconnection of their 
networks, the unbundling of specific network elements offered by BellSouth and the resale of 
BellSouth's telecommunications services to Birch Telecom of the South, Inc. d/b/a Birch Telecom 
d/b/a Birch. The Commission approved the initial agreement between the companies in Order 
No. 00-2440-FOF-TP issued December 19,2000 in Docket 001525-TP. One amendment 
incorporates new loop/port combination rates and terms and the other amendment adds the 
d/b/a's to the agreement. 

Pursuant to section 252(e) of the Act, the Commission is charged with approving or rejecting the 
negotiated agreement between BellSouth and Birch Telecom of the South, Inc. d/b/a Birch 
Tekcom d/b/a Birch within 90 days of its submission. The Act provides that the Commission may 
only reject such an agreement if it finds that the agreement or any portion of the agreement 
discriminates against a telecommunications carrier not a party to the agreement or the 
implementation of the agreement or any portion of the agreement is not consistent with the public 
interest, convenience and necessity. Both parties aver that neither of these reasons exist as to 
the agreement they have negotiated and therefore, are very hopeful that the Commission shall 
approve their agreement. 

Very truly yours, 

Regulatory Vice President 
fW 
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Amendment to the Interconnection Agreement 

By and Between BellSouth Telecommunications, Inc. 


and BirchTelecom of the South, Inc. 

d/b/a Birch Telecom d/b/a Birch 


Dated July 14, 2000 


This Agreement refers to the Interconnection Agreement ("the Agreement") entered into by Birch 
Telecom of the South, Inc. d/b/a Birch Telecom d/b/a Birch ("Birch") and BellSouth 
Telecommunications, Inc. ("Bell South") on July 14,2000. This Amendment ("Amendment") is made by 
and between Birch and BellSouth and shall be deemed effective on the date executed by Birch and 
Bell South. 

NOW THEREFORE, in consideration of the mutual provisions contained herein and other good 
and valuable consideration, the receipt and sufficiency of which are hereby acknowledged, Birch and 
BellSouth (individually, a "Party" and collectively, the "Parties") hereby covenant and agree as follows: 

1. The Parties hereby mutually agree to delete in its entirety the first paragraph of the General 
Te:ms 21nd Conditions of the Interconnection Agreement and replace it with the following: 

THIS AGREEMENT is made by and between BellSouth Telecommunications, Inc., 
("Bell South"), a Georgia corporation, and Birch Telecom ofthe South, Inc. d/b/a Birch Telecom 
d/b/a Birch ("Birch"), a Delaware corporation, and shall be deemed effective as of the date of 
signatures by both parties. This Agreement may refer to either BellSouth or Birch or both as a 
"Party" or "Parties." 

2. All of the other provisions of the Interconnection Agreement shall remain unchanged and 
in full force and effect. 

3. Either or both of the Parties are authorized to submit this Amendment to the appropriate 
State Public Service Commissions or other Regulatory Agencies for approval subject to Section 252 (e) of 
the Federal Telecommunications Act of 1996. 

4. For electronic filing purposes in the State of Louisiana, the CLEC Louisiana Certification 

Number is required and must be provided by Birch Telecom of the South, Inc. prior to filing of the 

Agreement. The CLEC Louisiana Certification Number for Birch Telecom of the South, Inc is 

TSP00345. 


IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the Parties hereto have caused this Amendment to be executed by their 

respective duly authorized representatives on the date indicated below. 


BirchTelecom of the South, Inc. 

BellSouth Telecommunications, Inc. 
~BjrCh 

f2t f~ 
--:-::::> Signature -_'OHN '---Ill.NL.tSt<-A I .. 1P.~ t "C. e. ,..-:t:.,.) .. t(".J 

l'iame Name 

v ,-:;; - I r..... 0l-L5. f!.-( i<!.:.\....A,; {;'r~~~ 1"1...",At'. yJ 4. ()~C0'...... 
Title Title 

7/12/0\ "Zlt.7~ 
Date 7 Date 
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Amendment to Master 
Interconnection Agreement between 
Bircb Telecom of the South, Inc. and 
BellSouth Teiecommunicatlons, Inc. 

Dated July 14,2000. 

Pursuant to this Agreement (the “Agreement”), Birch Telecom of the South, lnc, (“Birch”) 
and BellSouth Telecommunications, Inc. (“BellSouth”) hereinafter referred to collectively as 
the “Parties” hereby agree to amend that certaln Master Interconnection Agreement (“the 
Agreement”) between BellSouth and Birch dated July 14, 2000. 

NOW THEREFORE, in consideration of the mutual provisions contained herein and other 
good and valuable consideration, the receipt and sufficiency of which are hereby 
acknowledged, Birch and BellSouth hereby covenant and agree as follows: 

1 I Delete in its entirety section 3,1,4 and replace with a new 3.1,4 as follows: 

3.1.4 In the event that Birch orders local circuit switching for a single end user account 
name at a single physical end user location with four (4) or more two (2) wire 
voice-grade loops from a BellSouth central office listed on Exhibit A, BellSouth’s 
sole recourse shall be to charge Birch a rate to be negotiated for use of the local 
circuit switching functionality for the affected facilities, or in the alternative, to 
charge Birch the local services resale rate for use of all Combinations used to 
provide the affected facilities to Birch. Notwithstanding the foregoing, if the 
ordered service utilizes a 2-wire voice-grade (res,, bus., pbx) port, BellSouth 
shall charge Birch the unbundled port rate listed in Section 1,l in Exhibit C of 
Attachment 2. 

2* Add the following paragraphs as sections 5.2.4 and 5.2.5 to section 52 within 
Attachment 2: 

5.2.4 In all other states, BellSouth shall provide the combination offering in section 
5,4,1 to Birch regardless of whether or not such combination is Currently 
Combined. 

5.2.5 In those locations where BellSouth is required to provide local circuit 
switching, BellSouth shall provide the combination offering in section 5.4.1 to 
Birch regardless of whether or not such combination is Currently Combined, 

3. Add the following paragraphs as 5.3.3 and 5.3.3.1 to section 5.6.3 within Attachment 2: 

5.3.3 BellSouth Is currently developing the billing capability to bill unbundled port 
rates as set forth in Se.ction 1 . I  of Exhibit C of this Attachment (1) where 
BellSouth is not required, pursuant to sectlon 5.6.1 .l to provide local circuit 
switching and (2) where BellSouth provides unbundled port/loop 



4, 

5. 

- 
6. 

7. 

0. 

combinations that are “not currently combined” in all other MSAs except for 
the state of Georgia. 

5.3.3,l In the interim, BellSouth shall bill the unbundled port rates in Section 1.2 of 
Exhibit C of this Attachment and shall true-up the billing differences onc0 
the billing capability is developed. 

Delete in its entirety the Unbundled PortlLoop Combination section of Exhibit C rate 
sheet page 33 (beginning with the heading “Unbundled Loop/PoR Combinations (Notes 
4 & 5) through page 38 (ending with Footnote 6) in Attachment 2’s rate matrix and 
replace with with a new rate element chart, attached hereto as Exhibit 1 which 
incorporates new rates for Loop/Port combinations. 

BellSouth has agreed to handle 9-14 based on Birch’s deployment of UNE-P in the 
BellSouth serving territory in the same manner as BellSouth handles 9-1 -1 for resellers, 
BellSouth wilt remit payment of 9-1-1 fees to all applicable jurisdictions on behalf of 
Birch and in turn will bill Birch for such jurisdictional fees. Birch agrees to pay the fees 
as described above as billed by BellSouth. BellSouth will input Birch’s customer 
information to the 9-1 -1 database based on the information provided by Birch in its 
service orders. 

All other provisions of the Interconnection Agreement, dated July 14, 2000, shall 
remain in full force and effect, 

Either or both of the Parties is authorized to submit this Amendment to the appropriate 
state Commissions for approval subject to section 252(e) of the Federal 
Telecommunications Act of 1996. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the Parties hereto have caused this Amendment to be 
executed by their respective duly authorized representatives on the date indicated 
below. 

Birch Telecom of the South, Ihc. 

Title: 5 v P  ;&!J-++J&&lgJ v -  
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Amendment to the Interconnection Agreement 
By and Between BellSouth Telecommunications, Inc. 

and BirchTelecom of the South, Inc. 
d/b/a Birch Telecom d/b/a Birch 

Dated July 14,2000 

This Agreement refers to the Interconnection Agreement (“the Agreement”) entered into by Birch 
Telecom of the South, Jnc. d/b/a Birch Telecom d/b/a Birch (“Birch”) and BellSouth 
Telecommunications, Inc. (“BellSouth”) on July 14, 2000. This Amendment (“Amendment”) is made by 
and between Birch and BellSouth and shall be deemed effective on the date executed by Birch and 
BellSouth. 

NOW THEREFORE, in consideration of the mutual provisions contained herein and other good 
and valuable consideration, the receipt and sufficiency of which are hereby acknowledged, Birch and 
BellSouth (individually, a “Party” and collectively, the “Parties”) hereby covenant and agree as foIlows: 

1. The Parties hereby mutually agree to delete in its entirety the first paragraph of the General 
Terms m d  Cor.ditions of the hterconnec:ioii Agreement and replace it with the foilowing: 

THIS AGREEMENT is made by and between BellSouth Telecommunications, Inc., 
(“BellSouth”), a Georgia corporation, and Birch Telecom of the South, Inc. d/b/a Birch Telecom 
d/b/a Birch (“Birch”), a Delaware corporation, and shall be deemed effective as of the date of 
signatures by both parties. This Agreement may refer to either BellSouth or Birch or both as a 
“Party” or “Parties.” 

2. All of the other provisions of the Interconnection Agreement shall remain unchanged and 
in full force and effect. 

3. Either or both of the Parties are authorized to submit this Amendment to the appropriate 
State Public Service Commissions or other Regulatory Agencies for approval subject to Section 252 (e) of 
the Federal Telecommunications Act of 1996. 

4. For electronic filing purposes in the State of Louisiana, the CLEC Louisiana Certification 
Number is required and must be provided by Birch Telecom of the South, h c .  prior to filing of the 
Agreement. The CLEC Louisiana Certification Number for Birch Telecom of the South, h c  is 
TSP00345. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the Parties hereto have caused this Amendment to be executed by their 
respective duly authorized representatives on the date indicated below. 

BirchTelecom of the South, Inc. 
d/b/a Birch Telecom d/b/a Birch 

Title 

BellSouth Telecommunications, Inc. 

6 e f A  
Signature 

Z / r , / O I  
Date 


