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BELLSOUTH TELECOMMUNICATIONS, INC. 

REVISED SURREBUTTAL TESTIMONY OF DAVID P. SCOLLARD 

BEFORE THE FLORIDA PulBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION 

DOCKET NO. 960786A-TL 

OCTOBER 3,2001 

PLEASE STATE YOUR NAME, ADDRESS, AND POSITION WITH 

BELLS OUTH TELECOMMUNICATIONS, INC. 

1 am David P. Scollard, Room 28A1,600 N. 19th St., Birmingham, AL 35203. 

My current position is Manager, Wholesale Billing at BellSouth Billing, Inc. 

(“BBI”), a wholly owned subsidiary of BellSouth Telecommunications, Inc. 

(“BellSouth”). In that role, I am responsible for overseeing the implementation 

of various changes to BellSouth’s Customer Records Information System 

(“CRIS”), Carrier Access Billing System (“CABS”), and BellSouth Industrial 

Billing System (“BIBS”). 

ARE YOU THE SAME DAVID SCOLLARD THAT FILED DIRECT 

TESTIMONY IN THIS PROCEEDING? 

Yes. 

WHAT IS THE PURPOSE OF YOUR REBUTTAL TESTIMONY IN THIS 

PROCEEDING? 
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A. The purpose of my testimony is to reply to the testimony of Alternative Local 

Exchange Carrier (“ALEC”) witnesses in this proceeding pertaining to the 

systems and processes BellSouth uses to bill ALECs for the services ordered 

from BellSouth. 

Checklist Item (i): Interconnection 

Q. ON PAGES 11 THROUGH 13 OF HIS REBUTTAL TESTIMONY, 

WORLDCOM WITNESS MR. ARGENBRIGHT BRINGS UP AN ISSUE 

HE DESCRIBES AS THE “TRUNK FRAGMENTATION” ISSUE. IS THIS 

STILL AN ISSUE BETWEEN BELLSOUTH AND WORLDCOM? 

A. No. As Mr. Argenbright himself describes, BellSouth makes available to 

ALECs the “super group” which can accommodate the trunking that 

WorldCom is seeking. The Florida Commission found in the MCI arbitration 

proceeding (PSC Order page 82 - 83) that the proposal from BellSouth should 

be adopted. In any event, BellSouth is at a loss as to why WorldCom continues 

to raise issues that the companies have worked diligently with the Commission 

to resolve. 

Q. HAS ANYTHING CHANGED SINCE THE COMMISSION’S ORDER TO 

CHANGE THE FACT THAT ADVERSE BILLING IMPACTS WOULD BE 

SEEN IF WORLDCOM’S POSITION IS ADOPTED? 
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Yes. BellSouth has determined that if MCI were to use a supergroup trunk, 

then MCI may include local, intra-LATA toll and transit traffic for calls 

originating from MCI’s local customers in Florida on the same trunk group. 

The interconnection agreement language has been revised to reflect this fact. 

MR ARGENBMGHT, ON PAGES 14 THROUGH 17 OF HIS TESTIMONY, 

TURNS HIS ATTENTION TO THE “TANDEM PROVIDER’ ISSUE. DID 

WORLDCOM RAISE THIS ISSUE IN ITS RECENT ARBITRATIONS 

WITH BELLSOUTH IN FLORIDA? 

Yes. 

WHAT WAS THE RESULTS OF THAT ARBITRATION? 

The Commission agreed with BellSouth that the limitations inherent in mixing 

local and access traffic on local trunk groups would render BellSouth unable to 

bill MCI for any of the traffic (PSC Order at page 93). In light of that and other 

issues, the Commission ordered that MCI use access facilities in order to route 

access traffic to BellSouth’s network. 

HAS ANYTHING CHANGED SINCE THE COMMISSIONS ORDER TO 

CHANGE THE FACT THAT ADVERSE BILLING IMPACTS WOULD BE 

SEEN IF WOIUDCOM’S POSITION IS ADOPTED? 
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No. Generally, the result would be that BellSouth would be unable to bill 

WorldCom for its use of the local interconnection trunk. Each type of 

interconnection facility carries with it unique characteristics with regard to the 

recording of billing data for calls going across that facility. In the case of traffic 

coming across WorldCom’s local interconnection facilities, the call records do 

not record information necessary to determine which calls are WorldCom’s 

local calls and which ones are access calls originating fiom another carrier. The 

plain truth is that when WorldCom sends a call across its local interconnection 

trunks, it is recorded in BellSouth’s network as just that - a call originated 

fiom WorldCom’s local customer and sent to BellSouth. Therefore, BellSouth 

cannot distinguish this access traffic from the other local traffic based on the 

call records. 

MR. ARGENBRIGHT SUGGESTS ON PAGE 15 OF HIS TESTTMONY 

THAT BELLSOUTH CAN ACCEPT SELF-REPORTED USAGE RECORDS 

FROM WORLDCOM WITH WHICH TO BILL. WHAT IS BELLSOUTH’S 

RESPONSE TO THAT PROPOSAL? 

Mr. Argenbright’s suggestion is merely a description of how the access traffic 

could be billed to the interexchange carrier via some meet point billing 

arrangement. What Mr. Argenbright fails to understand is that his proposal 

would put a provider at the mercy of a customer to “self-report” usage for 

billing back to the customer. As I mentioned earlier, when traffic is placed 

across a local interconnection trunk, the usage records provide only enough 

information to identify the ALEC which ordered the trunk and that a local call 
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was sent for completion. If WorldCom were allowed to mix access traffic 

(which is to be billed to an interexchange carrier) with the local traffic (to be 

billed to WorldCom), all of the usage records resulting from that traffic would 

be corrupted and unusable. Therefore, BellSouth would be required to wait on 

WorldCom to provide information as to what portion of the combined traffic is 

real local traffic billable to WorldCom and the portion that is to be billed to the 

other carriers. This type of “self reporting” of usage for billing creates 

opportunities for abuse. 
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