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Resist rush on energy legislation

AN EDITORIAL FROM
THE WASHINGTON POST

| he White House and Sen-
ate Republicans kept up

the pressure last week for
action on energy legislation. As
he departed from California for
Shanghai, President Bush called
on the Senate to vote on the en-
ergy bill passed by the House in

August: “Our_country needs

greater energy independence,”

15 1ssue Is a matter of

national security, and I hope the
Senate acts quickly.”

Even as Capitol Hill was being

swept for signs of anthrax, Sen-

OTHER
VOICES

ate backers of the GOP energy
bill continued their routine of
daily demands for Majority
Leader Tom Daschle to schedule
a vote on energy and promised to
find some other way to bring up
thelegislation if he doesn’t.

Haste may be good strategy for

backers of the administration’s
plan. The desire to be viewed as
responding to September’s ter-
rorist attacks remains strong,

and lawmakers’ appetite for di-

visive debate, while reviving,
still remains constrained. Now
would seem to be a good time to
strike. But speeding complex
and far-reaching legislation
through Congress without
thoughtful debate isn’t the way
to make good policy.

Rushing to endorse the flawed
House bill, which pushes pro-
duction, including opening the
Arctic National Wildlife Refuge
to oil drilling, while falling far. 7
short on auto fuel-efficienc
standards, would be a mistake.

The Senate should not be stam- ‘
peded.



