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DIRECT TESTIMONY OF GERALD FOSTER 

Q .  Please s t a t e  your name and business address. 

A .  Gerald B .  Foster.  3804 Coconut P a l m  Dr ive ,  Tampa, F l o r i d a  33619. 

Q .  Please g i v e  a b r i e f  desc r ip t i on  o f  your educational background and 

experience. 

A .  1 have a B . A .  -in b io logy  from the  Un ive rs i t y  o f  South F l o r i d a ,  and a l so  

have 16 years o f  experience i n  the  environmental hea l th /p ro tec t i on  f i e l d .  

Q .  By whom are  you present ly  employed? 

A .  The Department o f  Environmental Pro tec t ion  (DEP) . 

Q .  How long have you been employed by DEP and i n  what capac i ty .  

A .  I have 12-plus years w i t h  DEP i n  t h e  Dr ink ing  Water Sect ion.  

Q .  What are your general r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  a t  DEP? 

A .  I n s u r i n g  t h a t  water systems comply w i t h  app l i cab le  r u l e s  and regu la t ions  

o u t l i n e d  i n  t h e  F l o r i d a  Sta tu tes .  

Q .  Are you f a m i l i a r  w i t h  the  Aloha Water system i n  Pasco County? 

A .  Yes. 

Q .  Are t h e  u t i l i t y ’ s  treatment f a c i l i t i e s  and d i s t r i b u t i o n  system f o r  t h i s  

d i v i s i o n  s u f f i c i e n t  t o  serve i t s  present customers? 

A .  Yes. 

Q .  Does t h e  u t i l i t y  maintain the  required 20 p s i  minimum pressure throughout 

t h e i r  d i s t r i b u t i o n  system? 

A .  Yes. 

Q .  Does t h e  u t i l i t y  have an adequate a u x i l i a r y  power source i n  the  event o f  

a power outage? 

A .  Yes. 
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Q .  Are t h e  u t i l i t y ’ s  water we l l s  loca ted  i n  compliance w i t h  app l i cab le  DEP 

regul  a t i  ons? 

A .  Yes. 

Q .  Does t h e  u t i l i t y  have c e r t i f i e d  operators as requ i red  by Chapter 62-602, 

F1 or i da Admi n i  s t r a t i  ve Code? 

A. Yes. 

Q .  Has t h e  u t i l i t y  establ ished a cross-connection cont ro l  program i n  

accordance w i t h  Chapter 62-550.360, F1 o r ida  Admi n i  s t r a t i  ve Code? 

A .  The u t i l i t y  has a cross connection con t ro l  p lan  and the  p lan  was reviewed 

and accepted by DEP f o r  r u l e  compliance on August 18, 2000. 

Q .  Is t h e  (ove ra l l  maintenance o f  t h e  u t i l i t y ’ s  treatment p l a n t  and 

d i s t r i b u t i o n  system s a t i s f a c t o r y ?  

A .  Yes. 

Q .  Does t h e  f i n i s h e d  water produced by t h e  u t i l i t y  meet the  State and Federal 

maximum contaminant l e v e l s  f o r  primary and secondary water q u a l i t y  standards? 

A .  Yes. 

Q .  Does t h i s  inc lude the  lead and copper r u l e ?  

A .  Yes. 

Q.  Has Aloha’s compliance w i t h  t h e  lead and copper r u l e  resu l ted  i n  a 

1 esseni ng o f  t h e  monitor ing requi rements? 

A. Yes 

Q. Does t h e  u t i l i t y  monitor f o r  t h e  organic contaminants l i s t e d  i n  Chapter 62- 

550, F lo r i da  Admin is t ra t i ve  Code? 

A .  Yes. 

Q .  Do recent chemical analyses o f  r a w  and f i n i s h e d  water, when compared t o  DEP 
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regu la t i ons ,  suggest t he  need f o r  add i t i ona l  treatment? 

A ,  No. 

Q .  Does t he  u t i l i t y  maintain the requ i red  c h l o r i n e  res idua l  o r  i t s  equivalent 

throughout t h e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  system? 

A .  Yes. 

Q .  Are t h e  p l a n t  and d i s t r i b u t i o n  systems i n  compliance w i t h  a l l ’  other 

p rov is ions  o f  T i t l e  62, F lo r i da  Admin is t ra t i ve  Code, no t  p rev ious ly  mentioned? 

A .  Yes. 

Q .  Has t h i s  u t i l i t y  been t h e  subject  o f  any DEP enforcement a c t i o n  w i t h i n  t h e  

past two years? 

A.  No, no t  t o  my knowledge. 

Q .  Has t h e  b l a c k  substance i n  what i s  known as “black water” experienced by 

some Aloha customers been analyzed? 

A .  Yes. 

Q.  I f  so, what i s  i t ?  

A .  Copper s u l f a t e .  

Q .  Is i t  poss ib le  t o  c rea te  copper s u l f a t e  w i thout  a source o f  copper? 

A .  No. 

Q .  Does t h e  “black water” being formed i n  t h e  customers’ pipes appear t o  be 

occur r ing  a f t e r  the water f lows through the  meter? 

A .  Yes. 

Q .  I f  t h e  water a t  t h e  meter meets a l l  d r i n k i n g  standards, does t h i s  format ion 

o f  “black water” occur r ing  a f t e r  t h e  water f lows through the  meter c o n s t i t u t e  

a v i o l a t i o n  o f  federal  o r  s t a t e  d r i n k i n g  water standards? 

A .  No. 
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Q .  Please exp la in  how t h i s  “ b l a c k  water” i s  formed. 

A .  N a t u r a l l y  occurr ing hydrogen s u l f i d e  i n  t h e  r a w  water reacts w i t h  copper 

p ipes  i n  home plumbing. Copper s u l f i d e  i s  created. It i s  t h e  copper s u l f i d e  

t h a t  g ives t h e  water a b lack appearance. 

Q .  What steps has Aloha U t i l i t i e s  taken t o  a l l e v i a t e  t h e  “black water” 

problem? 

A .  The u t i l i t y  was permi t ted  on December 12, 1995 t o  use a polyphosphate 

cor ros ion  i n h i b i t o r .  

Q .  Do any o f  t h e  home treatment u n i t s  a t  some homes on t h e  Aloha water system 

cause t h e  cor ros ion  i n h i b i t o r  t o  be l e s s  e f f e c t i v e ?  

A .  Yes. 

Q .  Please exp la in  how. 

A .  Home treatment u n i t s  tend t o  remove minerals (calcium. i r o n ,  magnesium, 

e t c . )  causing the water t o  become co r ros i ve .  The pH i s  lowered. 

Q.  Do you have anything f u r t h e r  t o  add? 

A.  No, I do not.  
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