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VERIZON FLORIDA I N C S  REQUEST FOR CONFIDENTIAL 
CLASSlFICATION AND MOTION FOR PROTECTIVE ORDER 

Under Commission Rule 25-22.006, F.A.C., Verizon Florida Inc. (Verizon) 

seeks confidential classification and a protective order for certain information 

contained in the Company’s responses to Citizens’ First Set of Requests for 

Production of Documents (Nos. 1,2,3,9,16,19,21,24) in this proceeding. 

All of the information for which Verizon seeks confidential treatment falls 

within Florida Statutes section 364.183(3), which defines “proprietary confidential 

business information” as: 

Information, regardless of form or characteristics, which is owned or 
controlled by the person or company, is intended to be and is 
treated by the person or company as private in that the disclosure 
of the information would cause harm to the ratepayers or the 
person’s or company’s business operations, and has not been 
disclosed unless disclosed pursuant to a statutory provision, an 
order of a court or administrative body, or private agreement that 
provides that the information will not be released to the public. 

Florida Statutes section 364.183(3)(a) expressly provide that “trade secrets” fall 

within t h e de f i n it i o n of “ p ro p ri e t a ry c o n f i d e n t i a I b u sin e ss info r m a t i o n . ” F I o rid a 

Statutes section 364.1 83(3)(e), further provides that “proprietary confidential 

business information” includes “information relating to competitive interests, the 



disclosure of which would impair the competitive business of the provider of 

i n f o rrn at ion . I' 

If competitors were able to acquire this detailed and sensitive information 

regarding Verizon, they could more easily develop entry and marketing strategies 

to ensure success in competing with Verizon. This would afford them an unfair 

advantage while severely jeopardizing Verizon's competitive position. In a 

competitive business, any knowledge obtained about a competitor can be used 

to the detriment of the entity to which it pertains, often in ways that cannot be 

fully anticipated. This unfair advantage skews the operation of the market, to the 

ultimate detriment of the telecommunications consumer. Accordingly, Verizon 

respectfully requests that the Commission classify the identified documents as 

confidential and enter an appropriate protective order. 

While a ruling on this request is pending, Verizon understands that the 

information at issue is exempt from Florida Statutes section 11 9.07(1) and Staff 

will accord it the stringent protection from disclosure required by Rule 25- 

22.006(3)(d). 

One highlighted copy of the confidential information is attached to the 

original of this Request as Exhibit A. Two redacted copies are attached as 

Exhibit B. A detailed justification of the confidentiality of the information at issue 

is attached as Exhibit C. 



Respectfully submitted on December 14, 2004. 
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REASON 
All of this information is 
competitively sensitive, confi- 
dential and proprietary business 
information that has been 
confident i a I1 y by 
Ve rizo n . Disclosure of this 
information would cause harm to 
Verizon by giving its competitors 
an unfair advantage in develop- 
ing, pricing and marketing their 
services. It would be particularly 
unfair to disclose this information 
because similar information about 
competitive carriers is not made 
available to the public. 
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