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Q. Please state your name.1 

A. David Sinclair.2 

Q. What organization are you speaking on behalf of?3 

A. The League of United Latin American Citizens.4 

Q. How long have you been involved in the organization?5 

A. I have been a member for 12 years.6 

Q. What is your position in the organization?7 

A. I am the Chair of the Environment and Climate Issues Committee for LULAC Florida.8 

Q. What are your duties in that position?9 

A. I inform LULAC members in Florida about environmental and climate issues so that they10 

can make correct decisions as advocates for themselves and other people. I share information 11 

that is publicly available and inform members about the best choices available regarding 12 

environmental and climate policy and try to create spaces for LULAC members and the 13 

public to explore the interconnections between ideas of civil rights and justice on the one 14 

hand, with climate, energy, and environmental policies on the other. I also coordinate 15 

LULAC’s engagement in matters of energy policy. 16 

Q. What does your organization think of FPL?17 

A. LULAC Florida is concerned about FPL’s desire to increase rates. Customers who will be18 

affected by the rate increase need to have a voice in this decision-making process. 19 

Q. Based on information provided by FPL, the base rate for electricity is projected to20 

increase by about 20%. How would FPL’s proposed rate increase impact the members 21 

of your organization? 22 

A. LULAC’s members generally have low to moderate income levels. The rate increase23 

would add to the already high energy burdens of communities of color and would force 24 

families to make difficult decisions in their spending. Many LULAC members would have to 25 
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spend less on other essential goods, like food and medicine. The rate increase would 1 

negatively impact the quality of life of many members by exacerbating the economic 2 

insecurity they felt during the pandemic.   3 

Q. Is your organization concerned about climate change? 4 

A. Yes. We are passionate about this issue because climate change impacts members and 5 

affects communities of color, who are underrepresented in decision-making related to climate 6 

issues. Climate change will make it harder to live in Florida. Increasing temperatures pose a 7 

health risk to those who work outdoors, like farmworkers, and will force Floridians to use 8 

more air conditioning and therefore increase their electricity bill. Increased hurricane 9 

intensity will cause more flooding and further saltwater intrusion into drinking water sources. 10 

The emissions from gas power plants not only contribute to climate change but also 11 

adversely impact the health of the surrounding communities. LULAC Florida advocates for 12 

just living and aims to secure the needs of its members. Our organization is in favor of a 13 

sensible transition to clean, renewable energy.  14 

Q: Based on information provided by FPL, part of this rate increase will pay for new or 15 

upgraded methane gas power plants. Does your organization believe this will have an 16 

impact on the climate? 17 

A. Yes. These plants will emit a significant amount carbon dioxide, contributing to further 18 

climate change. The communities that surround power plants, which are disproportionately 19 

low-income communities of color, will be harmed by such emissions more directly. These 20 

plants create an environment that is not conducive to health.     21 

Q. What is the mission of your organization? 22 

A. The mission of LULAC is to advance the economic condition, educational attainment, 23 

political influence, housing, health, and civil rights of the Hispanic population of the United 24 

States.  25 
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Q. How is the purpose of your organization being served by participating in this 1 

proceeding?  2 

A. The rate increase would adversely impact the economic condition of members because it 3 

would be difficult for a majority of LULAC members, who have low to moderate incomes, to 4 

pay about 20% more for electricity. As temperatures rise, members will already have to 5 

spend more to cool their homes. By participating in this proceeding, we are protecting the 6 

health of members, which would be affected by excess greenhouse gas emissions from power 7 

plants. LULAC is seeking to protect members’ housing by preventing further climate change, 8 

which has increased storm intensity. In this proceeding, LULAC is advancing the civil rights 9 

of its members by giving them a voice in the decision-making process, the result of which 10 

will affect their way of life.   11 

Q. Will a substantial number of your organization’s members be substantially affected 12 

by the Commission’s decision in this proceeding? How do you know? 13 

A. Yes. Most members do not have the economic flexibility to pay a 20% increase on their 14 

electricity bill. Their energy burdens are already high. Many members haven’t been able to 15 

pay their bills on time and are in danger of being disconnected. I know how members would 16 

be affected because we have district membership gatherings, in which we share about issues 17 

related to climate. Additionally, council members from other districts share information with 18 

me about how their members are doing.  19 

Q. How is the subject matter of this proceeding within your organization’s general 20 

scope of interest and activity? 21 

A. Protecting the wellbeing of our members is our top priority. The rate increase would place 22 

a heavy financial burden on our members. FPL’s investment of this extra revenue in fossil 23 

fuel generation will contribute further to climate change, which harms our members in 24 

Florida.   25 
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Q. Why is the relief requested in this proceeding appropriate for your organization to  1 

receive on behalf of its members? 2 

A. Because LULAC is a member-driven nonprofit, advocacy for members is indispensable. 3 

We have the responsibility to promote LULAC’s mission by participating in this proceeding 4 

and speaking on behalf of our membership.  5 

Q. How has your organization engaged with utility matters in the past? 6 

A. LULAC has engaged in several energy and utility related issues in recent years, both by 7 

getting involved with dockets at the PSC, where we have offered testimony and comments 8 

from our members about the importance of energy efficiency, the need to protect people from 9 

disconnections during the COVID-19 pandemic, and the need for community solar programs 10 

to actually benefit the community, particularly low-income customers and communities of 11 

color.  Outside the PSC, LULAC has engaged with its members and other environmental and 12 

equity focused organizations to coordinate strategies to support a just transition away from 13 

fossil energy.  14 

Q. Why has it done so? 15 

A. People must have the right to access electricity and to live in a healthy environment with a 16 

safe climate. Utility decisions about how to produce electricity and what to charge for it 17 

strongly affect the economic condition, health, and futures of our members. Therefore, 18 

LULAC sees engaging in these topics as an important part of its core mission. 19 

 20 
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