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DUKE ENERGY FLORIDA, LLC’S 
PREHEARING STATEMENT 

Pursuant to the Order Establishing Procedure, Order No. PSC-2025-0029-PCO-EI (the 

“OEP”), Duke Energy Florida, LLC (“DEF”) hereby submits its Prehearing Statement with respect 

to its 2026-2035 Storm Protection Plan Pursuant to Rule 25-6.030, F.A.C. 

1. Known Witnesses - DEF intends to offer the testimony of: 

Direct 

Witness Subject Matter Issues# 

Brian Lloyd Distribution investments and 2 
projects approved in 2023-2032 
SPP and set out for 2026-2035 
SPP. 

Alexandra Vazquez 

Christopher Menendez 

Transmission investments and 1, 2, A, B 
projects approved in 2023-2032 
SPP and set out for 2026-2035 
SPP 

Calculation of the estimated 2, 3 
revenue requirements for each 
year of the SPP and estimated 
rate impacts for each of the first 
three years 

Rebuttal 

Witness 

Brian Lloyd 

Alexandra Vazquez 

Subject Matter Issues# 

Rebuttal of OPC’s witness Mara 2 

Rebuttal of OPC’s witness Mara 1, 2, A, B 



2. Known Exhibits - DEF intends to offer the following exhibits: 

Witness Proffered By Exhibit # Description 
Direct 

Brian Lloyd DEF 2nd Corrected 
(BML-1) 

DEF SPP Program 
Descriptions and Summaries 

Distribution Portion 

Brian Lloyd DEF (BML-2) DEF SPP Support 

Brian Lloyd DEF (BML-3) DEF Service Area 

Alexandra Vazquez DEF 2nd Corrected 
(BML-1) 

DEF SPP Program 
Descriptions and Summaries -

Transmission Portion 

Alexandra Vazquez DEF (BML-2) DEF SPP Support 
Alexandra Vazquez DEF (BML-3) DEF Service Area 

Christopher Menendez DEF 2nd Corrected 
(BML-1) 

DEF SPP Program 
Descriptions and Summaries -

Estimated Revenue 
Requirements and Estimated 

Rate Impact 

Rebuttal 

Alexandra Vazquez DEF (AV-1) Excerpt from Howe 
Testimony, DN 20220050-EI 

DEF reserves the right to identify additional exhibits for the purpose of cross-examination 
or rebuttal. 

3. Statement of Basic Position -
As required by Section 366.96, Florida Statutes (the “SPP Statute”), Rule 25-6.030, F.A.C. 
(the “SPP Rule”), and the OEP, on January 15, 2025, DEF filed its proposed Storm Protection 
Plan (“SPP” or the “Plan”). DEF’s transmission and distribution SPP covers the immediate 10-
year planning period (2026-2035) and explains the systematic approach DEF will follow to 
protect and strengthen its transmission and distribution infrastructure to achieve the objectives 
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of reducing restoration costs and outage times associated with extreme weather events and 
enhancing overall reliability, as demonstrated by the pre-filed testimonies and exhibits of 
DEF’s witnesses Mr. Brian Lloyd and Mrs. Alexandra Vazquez, and converted into the 3-year 
projected rates and revenue requirements as required by the SPP Rule and included in the 
testimony and exhibit of Mr. Christopher Menendez. DEF’s SPP continues the same suite of 
Distribution and Transmission Programs approved by the Commission in Order No. 2022-
0388-FOF-EI, Cjfirmed by Citizens cf the State cfFla. v. Fay, 396 So. 3d 549 (Fla 2024), with 
the addition of one subprogram, the Insulator Upgrade subprogram, within the Transmission 
Structure Hardening Program. 
DEF’s SPP includes all elements required by the SPP Rule, is in the public interest as defined 
in the SPP Statute and should be approved by this Commission. 

4. Statement of Facts 

ISSUE 1 Should the proposed Insulator Upgrade Sub-Program be included in DEF’s 
proposed 2026-2035 SPP? 

DEF Yes, the Insulator Upgrade subprogram is intended to upgrade targeted equipment 
that is more vulnerable during extreme weather events to protect the integrity of the 
grid. This subprogram of Structure Hardening will mitigate outages during extreme 
weather events. (Vazquez) 

ISSUE 2 Should the Commission approve, approve with modification, or deny DEF’s Storm 
Protection Plan? 

DEF The Commission should approve, without modification, DEF’s 2026-2035 Storm 
Protection Plan. DEF’s proposed SPP is in the public interest as defined by, and 
using the factors outlined in, the SPP Statute. 
DEF’s SPP, with the exception of the Insulator Upgrade subprogram discussed in 
Issue 1, continues without material modification the Distribution and Transmission 
Programs approved by the Commission in Order No. PSC-2022-0388-FOF-EI. As 
depicted in Exhibit No. BML-1 and further explained in the testimonies of 
Witnesses Lloyd and Vazquez, the estimated benefits customers will receive from 
the deployment of DEF’s SPP continue to outweigh the projected costs of the Plan. 
The estimated Annual Rate Impact is provided in Exhibit No. BML-3. (Vazquez, 
Lloyd, Menendez) 

ISSUE 3 Should this docket be closed? 

DEF Upon issuance of the Commission’s decision, this docket should be closed. 

5. Contested Issues 

ISSUE A: Has the scope of the Tower Upgrade subprogram been modified since it was 
approved in Docket No. 20220050-EI, and if so, what action, if any, should the 
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Commission take with respect to the scope of the Tower Upgrade subprogram 
included in DEF’s proposed 2026-2035 SPP? 

DEF No, the Tower Upgrade subprogram has not been materially modified since it was 
approved in Docket No. 20220050-EI. (Vazquez) 

ISSUE B: Has the scope of the Overhead Wire Upgrade (OHGW) subprogram been modified 
since it was approved in Docket No. 20220050-EI, and if so, what action, if any, 
should the Commission take with respect to the scope of the OHGW subprogram 
included in DEF’s proposed 2026-2035 SPP? 

DEF No, the OHGW subprogram has not been materially modified since it was approved 
in Docket No. 20220050-EI. (Vazquez) 

ISSUE C (LEGAL): 
What is the preclusive effect, if any, of the prior litigation in Docket No. 20220050-
EI and resulting orders, Commission Order No. PSC-2022-0388-EI and Citizens cf 
the State cfFla. v. Fay, 395 So. 3d 549 (Fla. 2024), on the OPC’s right to challenge 
previously approved subprograms in this docket? 

DEF: The Commission’s prior determination that, inter aliat the Tower Upgrade and 
OHGW subprograms were properly included in DEF’s 2023 SPP preclude the OPC 
from challenging those subprograms’ inclusion in DEF’s 2026 SPP under the 
doctrines of Administrative Finality and Collateral Estoppel, absent OPC showing 
by a preponderance of the evidence that DEF has proposed a material change to the 
subprograms. Moreover, to the extent OPC is able to meet its burden of showing 
such a material change, application of these doctrines properly limits the scope of 
the review of the subprograms to the incremental change identified - but not to the 
inclusion of the subprograms in the Plan - a determination that has been previously 
litigated, decided, and not challenged on appeal. 

6. Stipulated Issues - None at this time. 

7. Pending Motions - DEF does not have any pending motions at this time. 

8. Requests for Confidentiality - DEF does not have any pending requests for confidential 
classification at this time. 

9. Objections to Qualifications - DEF objects to any witness testimony that goes beyond the scope of 
their expertise, and more specifically objects to any witness testimony purporting to offer expert 
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testimony on the interpretation of statutes or rules, as such a determination is the exclusive province 
of the Commission. 

10. Sequestration of Witnesses - DEF has not identified any witnesses for sequestration at this 
time. 

11. Requirements of Order - At this time, DEF is unaware of any requirements of the Order 
Establishing Procedure of which it will be unable to comply. 

/ s/Matthew R. Bernier_ 
DIANNE M. TRIPLETT 
Deputy General Counsel 
Duke Energy Florida, LLC 
299 First Avenue North 
St. Petersburg, FL 33701 
T: 727. 820.4692 
E: Dianne.Triplett@Duke-Energy.com 

MATTHEW R. BERNIER 
Associate General Counsel 
Duke Energy Florida, LLC 
106 E. College Avenue, Suite 800 
Tallahassee, FL 32301 
T: 850.521.1428 
E: Mat.Bernier@Duke-Energy.com 

STEPHANIE A. CUELLO 
Senior Counsel 
Duke Energy Florida, LLC 
106 E. College Avenue, Suite 800 
Tallahassee, FL 32301 
T: 850.521.1425 
E: Stephanie.Cuello@Duke-Energy.com 

FLRegulatoryLegal@duke-energy.com 
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

I HEREBY CERTIFY that a true and correct copy of the foregoing has been furnished via 
electronic mail to the following this 28 th day of April 2025. 

_ /s/ Matthew R. Bernier_ 
Attorney 

Jacob Imig 
Jennifer Augspurger 
Office of General Counsel 
Florida Public Service 
Commission 
2540 Shumard Oak Blvd. 
Tallahassee, FL 32399-0850 
jimig@psc.state.fl.us 
jaugspur@psc.state.fl.us 

Walt Trierweiler / Charles J. Rehwinkel/ 
Ma ry Wessli ng / Austi n Watrous 
Office of Public Counsel 
111 W. Madison St., Rm 812 
Tallahassee, FL 32399 
rehwinkel.charles@leg.state.fi.us 
trierweiler.walt@leg.state.fi.us 
watrous.austin@leg.state.fl.us 
wessling.mary@leg.state.fl.us 

JamesW. Brew / Laura Wynn Baker/ 
Sarah B. Newman 
Stone Mattheis Xenopoulos & Brew, 
PC 
PCS Phosphate-White Springs 
1025 Thomas Jefferson Street, NW 
Suite 800 West 
Washington, DC 20007-5201 
jbrew@smxblaw.com 
lwb@smxblaw.com 
sbn@smxblaw.com 

Paula K. Brown 
Tampa Electric Company 
P. O. Box 111 
Tampa FL 33601-01 11 
regdept@tecoenergy.com 

Jon C. Moyle, Jr. / Karen A. Putnal 
Moyle Law Firm, P.A. 
FIPUG 
118 North Gadsden Street 
Tallahassee, Florida 32301 
imoyle@moylelaw.com 
kputnal@moylelaw.com 

Bradley Marshall / Jordan Luebkemann 
/ 
Hema Lochan 
Earthjustice 
LULAC& FL Rising 
111 S. Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd. 
Tallahassee, Florida 32301 
bmarshall@earthjustice.org 
jluebkemann@earthjustice.org 
hlochan@earthjustice.org 
flcaseupdates@earthjustice.org 

William C. Garner 
Law Office of William C. Garner, PLLC 
SACE 
3425 Bannerman Road 
Unit 105, No. 414 
Tallahassee, FL 3231 2 
bgarner@wcglawoffice.com 

Mike Cassel / Michelle D. 
Napier 
FPUC 
208 Wildlight Ave. 
Yulee FL 32097 
mcassel@fpuc.com 

Tony Mendoza / Patrick Woolsey 
Sierra Club 
2101 Webster Street Suite 1300 
Oakland, CA 94612 
tony.mendoza@sierraclub.org 
patrick.woolsey@sierraclub.org 

Robert Scheffel Wright / John T. LaVia, 
III 
Gardner, Bist, Bowden, Dee, LaVia, 
Wright, Perry & Harper, P.A. 
Florida Retail Federation 
1300Thomaswood Drive 
Tallahassee, Florida 32308 
schef@gbwlegal.com 
jlavia@gbwlegal.com 

Nikhil Vijayka r 
Keyes & Fox LLP 
EVgo Services, LLC 
580 California St., 12th Floor 
San Francisco, CA 94104 
nvijaykar@keyesfox.com 

ChristopherT. Wright 
Florida Power & Light 
Company 
700 Universe Boulevard 
Juno Beach, FL 33408-0420 
christopher.wright@fpl.com 

Sari Amiel 
Sierra Club 
50 FSt. NW, Eighth Floor 
Washington, DC 20001 
sari.amiel@sierraclub.org 

Peter J. Mattheis / Michael K. Lavanga / 
Joseph R. Briscar 
Stone Mattheis Xenopoulos & Brew, PC 
NUCOR 
1025 Thomas Jefferson Street, NW 
Suite 800 West 
Washington, DC 20007-5201 
pjm@smxblaw.com 
mkl@smxblaw.com 
jrb@smxblaw.com 

Lindsey Stegall 
EVgo Services, LLC 
11835 W. Olympic Blvd., Ste. 900E 
Los Angeles, CA 90064 
Lindsey.Stegall@evgo.com 

Kenneth A. Hoffman 
Florida Power & Light 
Company 
134 West Jefferson Street 
Tallahassee, FL 32301-1713 
ken.hoffman@fpl.com 

J. Jeffrey Wahlen / Malcolm M. 
Means 
Ausley McMullen 
Tampa Electric Company 
Post Office Box 391 
Tallahassee, Florida 32302 
jwahlen@ausley.com 
mmeans@ausley.com 

Beth Keating 
Gu n ste r, Yoa kley & Stewa rt, P.A . 
FPUC 
215 South Monroe St., Suite 601 
Tallahassee, FL 32301 
BKeating@gunster.com 

Frederick L. Aschauer, Jr., Esq. 
Allan J. Charles, Esq. 
Lori Killinger, Esq. 
Lewis, Longman & Walker P.A. 
AACE / Circle K/ RaceTrac / Wawa 
106 East College Avenue, Suite 1500 
Tallahassee, Florida 32301 
fAschauer@llw-law.com 
acharles@llw-law.com 
lkillinger@llw-law.com 
jmelchior@llw-law.com 
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